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PRAYER OF THE GRAND CHAPLAIN 
 
(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 
 
This prayer is from the third session of Grand Lodge as no previous prayer was recorded. 
 

Heavenly Father this morning as we gather together once 

again at this Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Alaska, we 

ask your blessings upon every person that is here.  We pray 

that you will fill us with wisdom.  We thank you yesterday 

for watching over us and giving us the fellowship and the 

understanding that we need to get along in this world 

together.  We pray Father now that you bless our Grand 

Master and our new Grand Master coming in that we might 

accomplish the things that Masonry stands for in this entire 

world, because we ask it in Thy Holy Name, Amen. 
 
 
The following is the invocation of the 4

th
 session by W David P. Barney, Grand Chaplain 

of Washington as suggested by the Grand Chaplain of Alaska to Most Worshipful Grand 
Master Leslie R. Little. 
 
Inestimable Father of life as we approach Thee in reverence, as we continue to you and 

cut the stones and set the stones of our lives, our eyes hold the beauty and the majesty of 

snow capped mountains and the lush green forests that stretch to meet the horizon.  As 

we gaze skyward the magnificent canopy of blue stretches into infinity to the door of Thy 

celestial domain in this time of winter, the beautiful planet on which we reside rests 

peacefully.  As rain falls and a blanket of snow covers the floor of the earth the thirsty 

ground beneath our feet is nourished and with the dawn of spring a profusion of colorful 

flowers will grace the landscape in yet another dimension and expression of beauty all at 

the hand of Thy creation. 

 

My Father we thank you for this beauty of the earth and for the gift of sight that teaches 

that the most precious gifts in life cannot be seen, it must be felt within the heart.  Beyond 

our everlasting love for Thee there is a beauty and peaceful spirit on this wondrous Craft 

wrought in tolerance in its teachings.  There is no genius of poetry, simplicity of our 

prayers.  There are no words with which to express the inestimable wealth that we share 

that is woven through the fabric of this Craft.  There is only the hope, our Father, that our 

labors please Thee before we labor only to purify our moral stature in its honorable men.  

 

May we take with us the wealth of inspiration shared in this grand communication in our 

search for light and truth, rebuke power and pride, and lead us instead to a peaceful valley 
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of wisdom, compassion, charity, and love.  We do humbly thank Thee for the gift of this 

glorious day that we might continue to establish Thy truth and justice throughout the 

world.  We humbly implore Thy presence, protection, and blessing as we take the setting 

maul in hand.  Amen 
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ROLL CALL 
 
(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 
 

GRAND LODGE OFFICERS 
 
 

 Grand Master   MW Leslie R. Little 
 Deputy Grand Master  RW John H. Grainger 
 Senior Grand Warden  RW Howard N. Hobbs 
 Junior Grand Warden  RW Henry T. Dunbar 
 Grand Secretary   RW Richard D. Bender 
 Grand Chaplain   W Eugene M. Mockerman 
 Grand Lecturer   W David A. Hunt 
 Grand Orator   W Bobby W. Alexander 
 Grand Historian   W Joe H. Ashby 
 Grand Marshal   W Philip A. Ambrose 
 Senior Grand Deacon  W Emmett V. Roetman 

     (VW Lloyd Triggs, PT) 
 Junior Grand Deacon  VW Paul J. Merkouris 

     (VW Larry Sizemore, PT) 
 Grand Standard Bearer  W Darrell C. McSpadden 
 Grand Sword Bearer  W Marvin B. Fitzpatrick 
 Grand Bible Bearer  W Harry J. Koenen  
 Senior Grand Steward  W William B. Clucas 

     (W George Darby, PT) 
 Junior Grand Steward  VW Marvin R. Harned 
 Grand Organist   W Lawrence W. Nelson 
 Grand Tyler   W Allen B. Scouler  

     (W Warren Pruett, PT) 
 

 
CONSTITUENT LODGES 

 
(Would the most Senior Representative please respond?) 

 
 

 White Pass Lodge No. 1 
 Anvil Lodge No. 2 
 Tanana Lodge No. 3 
 Valdez Lodge No. 4 
 Mt. McKinley Lodge No. 5 
 Seward Lodge No. 6 
 Matanuska Lodge No. 7 
 Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8 
 Kodiak Lodge No. 9 
 Glacier Lodge No. 10 
 Kenai Lodge No. 11 
 Fairbanks Lodge No. 12 
 Eagle River Lodge No. 13 
 Adak Lodge No. 14 
 Aurora Lodge No. 15 
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 North Pole Lodge No. 16 
 Anchorage Lodge No. 17 
 Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18 

 
 

MW Grand Master, all Grand Lodge Officers, except the Grand Bible Bearer and all 
lodges except Adak Lodge No. 14 are represented and we, therefore, have a 
Constitutional quorum to open Grand Lodge. 
 
Richard D. Bender 
Grand Secretary 
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SOLEMN CEREMONIES 
 
 
Organ prelude was performed by Larry Nelson, Grand Organist at 7:45 AM  

 

The public opening of the Twelfth Annual Communication of The Most Worshipful 

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska was opened at 8:00 AM on 

February 4, 1993 by MW Frank Erie, Immediate Past Grand Master.  The program for the 

public ceremonies included: 

 

Entrance of Grand Lodge Officers for public opening 

Invocation by Grand Chaplain 

Presentation of United States, Canada, and Alaska flags by L. V. “Joe” Dees, Van 

Chaney, and Ron Cunningham of Al Aska Shrine Temple. 

Presentation of flag ceremony by Sojourners Heroes of ’76, including Pledge of 

Allegiance  

Singing of: United States and Canada National Anthems, and Alaska Flag Song 

 

Welcome of Youth Groups and short talks by each. 

 DeMolay International - Lee Post Jr. (not in attendance). 

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls - Elaine Ambrose 

International Order of Job’s Daughters – Pamela Diane Smith (not in 

 attendance) 

 

Welcome of Appendant Bodies 

 Grand York Rite Grand High Priest, Donald Winter 

 Scottish Rite  Chester L. Proudfoot, Deputy for Alaska 

 Shrine   Illustrious Joe Kish, Potentate Al Aska Shrine 

 Royal Arch Masons Antonio A. Carpine, General Grand Master of the  

     2
nd

 Veil 

 Amaranth  Gene R. Freeman, Most Illustrious Master 

 

Welcome by Honorable Tom Fink, Mayor of Anchorage 

 

Response by RW John Grainger 

 

The formal opening of the Twelfth Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful 

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska was opened at 9:00 AM on 

February 4, 1993 by Most Worshipful Leslie R. Little Grand Master of Masons in Alaska 

in Ample Form. 

 

The first through fourth sessions of Grand Lodge were called to order by the following 

brethren respectively: 
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 First Session 

  W Ted Cadman 

 Second Session 

  W Dave Deheus 

 Third Session 

  W Anthony Johnson 

Fourth Session 

 W Warren Pruitt 

 

Presentation of Distinguished Guests 

 

Grand Masters or their Representatives 

MW Ronald Briggs, PGM representing MW John L. Buffington, Grand Master of 

Nevada 

MW Stanley Cazneaux, Immediate PGM representing R. Stephen Jones, Grand Master of 

California 

RW Edward H. Fowler GM of Pennsylvania 

MW George T. Leslie Grand Master of Washington 

MW Bill Holden Grand Master of Oregon 

 

Past Grand Masters 

MW Marks Ewing, PGM of Washington 

MW E. L. “Roy” Foss, PGM of Washington 

MW Vern R. Garvin, PGM of Oregon 

MW Francis D. Hess, GM of Montana 

MW Byron C. Jenkins, PGM of Nebraska 

MW Alden H. Jones, PGM of Washington, 

MW Herman C. Kuppler, PGM of Oregon 

MW William R. Miller, PGM of Washington 

MW Ivan Rinck, Immediate PGM of Oregon 

 

Brethren 

RW John Smith, JGW of Oregon 

RW James Shillingberg, Grand Secretary of Oregon 

VW Mildred Remke, DDGM of Washington 

RW Ken Robinson, DGM of Washington 

W Peter G. Cheney, SGD of Oregon 

RW Ivan J. “Marty” Martinez, DDGM of Washington 

RW Lyle Logan, DGM of Washington 

RW John Harvey, SGW of Oregon 

Bro. Leonard C. Brent of Washington 

RW Milt Benson, SGW of Washington 

Bro. David P. Barney, Grand Chaplain of Washington 
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MESSAGE OF THE MW GRAND MASTER 
 

To:  The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

Welcome to the 12th Annual Communication of this Most Worshipful Grand Lodge. I 

hope you enjoy your stay here, whether you come from near or far. We are looking 

forward to a fun filled but productive session and in keeping with our theme for this year, 

educational as well. Yesterday we held a Past Master’s Degree which, I am sure, was 

both fun and educational. Also we enjoyed a very fine program by RW Ken Robinson, 

Deputy Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Masons of Washington. 

Necrology 
 

This is always a sad topic because we have seen many dear friends travel that final 

journey to sit with the Supreme Grand Master of the Universe.  Forty-two Brothers of this 

Grand Jurisdiction have made that final journey. They are missed by those of us who 

remain behind. Our Grand Chaplain will report their names and offer us a prayer and 

words of comfort later. 

Report 
 

This year, your Grand Lodge Officers have traveled throughout the State and visited 

individually all the Lodges of this Grand Jurisdiction, except Adak Lodge #14.  Because 

of work commitments and other constraints I was unable to plan and coordinate a visit to 

Adak. For this I apologize to the Worship Master and members of Adak Lodge #14. 

 

The Grand Lodge team, composed of several of the Grand Lodge Officers as well as 

several of the Committeemen for this year were pleased to visit with our Brethren in their 

Lodges.  Often times several of our wives were able to accompany us on these trips. The 

presence of our gracious ladies always made these visitations more like the family affairs 

that Masonic gatherings should be.  I suggest that this practice be amplified in the future, 

as our ladies are the most important aspect of our lives, actually more so than Masonry 

itself. 

Without slighting for any reason, any of the other visitations, I must say that our trip to 

Nome to visit the Brethren of Anvil Lodge #2 was the highlight of my year. On Friday 

evening, May 1, we sat in Lodge with many Brothers of Anvil Lodge as well as many 

visitors, some from as far away as Whitehorse, Yukon Territory and British Columbia. 

The real highlight came on the following afternoon, Saturday May 2, when at the specific 

request of Very Worshipful Brother Stanley R. Foulke, Deputy of the Grand Master for 

District #1, I was pleased to perform the wedding ceremony for Very Worshipful Brother 

Stan and his Lady Sheri.  I cannot begin to explain to you how proud I was to be able to 

fulfill their request. It was a great thrill for me. Thank you Stan for that honor. Other 

visitations of note included our trip to Skagway where the Lodge room was filled to 

capacity and then on to the Brethren of the Yukon, and also the visit to Cordova, where 

we enjoyed Alaskan hospitality extraordinaire at the hands of Worshipful Brother John 
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Buehrle and other Officers of Mt. McKinley Lodge #5. We had a great fishing trip and 

airboat rides and a picnic and just plain wonderful fellowship. 

State of the Craft 
 

My theme for this year was education, and to that end, I feel that we have been very 

successful. Through aggressive use of the alternative proficiency system by many of the 

Lodges and the very successful completion of the Wardens Retreat I feel that, overall, the 

State of the Craft is better than it has been for some time. 

 

Many of our constituent Lodges are poised to make great progress in spreading Masonry 

throughout our great state. Matanuska Lodge #7 is already doing just that. That Lodge 

has been busier with degree work this year than for many years past.  Several other 

Lodges are showing an upswing in degree work. On the down side, some of the Lodges 

are struggling with a lack of new blood and the small population base of their 

community. White Pass #1 would be in severe trouble if it were not for the extreme 

generosity and dedication to Masonry by several of our Brothers from Whitehorse, 

Yukon Territory. Seward Lodge #6 depends largely on Brothers who live in the Kenai-

Soldotna area, who commute to Seward to assist in holding their Lodge meetings. Adak 

Lodge #14 has extremely limited member resources because of their location but still 

have a dedicated core who keeps it going. This Grand Lodge should encourage and 

promote the use of new resources that assist in membership development. All Lodges 

would benefit from these efforts. 

 

Recommendations 
 

1.  That our elective Grand Lodge Officers no  longer  spend their time and money to 

attend the Conference of Grand Masters of North  America.  The Grand Master's entire 

travel allowance is typically used just to attend this conference which serves no useful 

purpose other than perhaps allowing Grand Masters to greet and get to know each other 

formally and informally. Last year the conference chairman would not allow the Grand 

Masters of Oregon and Idaho to air their differences, nor would the collective conference 

make a recommendation to these two Grand Lodges to aid them in reaching a solution to 

their problem. 

 

2. That this Grand Lodge purchase 4 Membership Renewal Kits and a Grand Lodge 

Committee be formed and directed to travel to the Constituent Lodges to train in the use 

of these kits. 

 

3. That the Wardens Retreat become a permanent event with a Committee appointed to 

continue its development. 

 

4. That per capita dues be increased by $1.00 to help offset the cost of publishing and 

mailing the Grand Lodge Bulletin. 

 

5. That Resolution 93-6 be passed by this Grand Lodge. 
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Acknowledgements 
 

There are so many that it would be impossible to name them all. Some  of  the very 

special ones include; Glacier Lodge  #10,  Rex Hasty,  Russell Burnett, Bill Clucas, Phil 

Ambrose, Marvin  Fitzpatrick, and, of course, all 4 of my Deputies. Each of these has 

done something special for me and this Grand Lodge and I owe them each my thanks. 

Most of all my Brothers Bobby Alexander and Larry Sizemore for the outstanding job 

they have done as Arrangements Chairmen. I owe them a debt that can perhaps never be 

repaid and yet, I promise them I will do all in my power to make that repayment.  This 

Session will prove to be an outstanding success because of their efforts. They exude the 

qualities of Masonry that we all, I know, strive to achieve. Last, but probably  the  most 

important,  is my wonderful wife Roxie, who has supported  me  in all my endeavors this 

past year, has cheered me when I was  down, laughed  with me during the good times, 

and has given me  encouragement to go on when I needed inspiration and understanding.  

 

Fraternally, 

 

Leslie R. Little 

Grand Master 

MW Grand Lodge, 

F. & A.M. of Alaska 

 
APPENDIX 

 

This appendix lists the official acts of the Grand Master during the period of February 7, 

1992 through February 5, 1993. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

 

March 30, 1992 Proclaimed the month of April as Pubic Schools Month 

 

GRAND MASTER’S RULINGS 

 

March 10, 1992 Ruling No. 1 Past Master’s Jewel 

Section 16.10, paragraph 1-A of the Alaska Masonic Code 

describes the jewel of the Past Master as the blazing Sun within the 

Compasses extended on a Quadrant.  A Past Master residing in this 

Grand Jurisdiction may not display any other version of this jewel 

on his vehicle, his ring, his lapel, his apron, or any other place.  All 

improper versions of this jewel must be removed from display 

immediately. 

 

The exception to this is if the Past Master is a past or present 

District Deputy of the Grand Master, or a Past Grand Master.  The 

official Grand Lodge apron of those officers displays the jewel as 

the Square and Compasses extended on a Quadrant. 
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March 10, 1992 Ruling No. 4 (Revised) Grand Lodge Regalia 

EXCEPTION: If a Grand Lodge Officer also is an officer of a 

Constituent Lodge, he should wear the apron of that office in the 

Lodge except when attending an official visit of the Grand Master 

or a visit of the Deputy of the Grand Master. 

 

March 25, 1992 Ruling No. 2 Proficiency Manual 

 Resolution 92-1 adopted at the Eleventh Annual communication of 

the MW Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

stipulates that the choice of proficiency method is at the option of 

the Candidate.  The Candidate must be advised of this option prior 

to his receiving the first Degree, so that if he desires to use the 

newly adopted Proficiency Manual, it may be presented to him in 

full, beginning with the introduction of the family to the Lodge 

facility.  It is recommended that the Candidate be encouraged to 

use both methods if his time permits. 

 

January 5, 1993 Ruling No. 3 Masonic Funeral Service for NPD Brother 

 The family of a brother who was dropped NPD in Mt. Susitna 

Lodge No. 8 requested a Masonic Funeral at the time of his death.  

Section 23.01 of the Alaska Masonic Code states: “A Masonic 

burial service may be requested by a Brother in his lifetime or by a 

close relative after his death.  It is for the Lodge or Master to 

determine.  Section 17.14 defines a brother’s status after 

Membership Lapses: “His status is that of an unaffiliated Mason 

without a dimit.” 

  

 It was the Grand Master’s interpretation that although the brother 

was dropped for NPD, he is still a Mason.  He is simply not a 

member of any Lodge at this time. 

 

SPECIAL ACTIONS 

 

(All three of these actions deal with similar situations) 

 

January 18, 1992 Brother in Virginia dropped NPD was issued a dimit.  Brother 

James Albert Carter was dropped NPD in Tanana Lodge December 

31, 1992.  According to Bro. Carter, he petitioned a Lodge in 

Virginia.  The Lodge Secretary told Brother Carter he would “take 

care of the paperwork.”  It appears that the Virginia Lodge did not 

go through the proper channel as Tanana Lodge has no record of a 

Certificate of Good Standing or a request for Dimit.  On the other 

hand, Tanana Lodge has no record that they ever followed the 

proper sequence in contacting a brother who is behind in dues 

before he is dropped.  Brother Carter was under the impression that 

everything had been handled correctly.  The matter was discovered 
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when the Grand Lodge of Virginia contacted our Grand Lodge to 

update their records on Bro. Carter’s Masonic History. 

 

 As Brother Carter has been a member of the Lodge in Virginia for 

some time, I see no reason to punish him for the carelessness of a 

Lodge Secretary in Virginia or for Tanana Lodge not contacting 

the brother when he was dropped NPD.  Therefore, I have ordered 

the Grand Secretary to issue Brother Carter a dimit as dated 

12/31/92 to clear his record in Alaska 

  

 

January 18, 1993 Brother in South Carolina dropped NPD was issued a dimit. 

 This situation was discovered when the Grand Lodge of South 

Carolina requested the Masonic History of Brother John W. Davis 

who was Dual Member of Judson Lodge No. 319.  Bro. Judson 

was dropped NPD in White Pass Lodge No. 1 on December 31, 

1988 but according to the minutes of White Pass Lodge, no Stated 

Communications were held in September, November, and 

December 1988 and the brother was never notified of his dues 

being in arrears. 

 

 Therefore, I have ordered the Grand Secretary to issue Brother 

Davis a dimit dated 12/31/88 to allow him to remain a member in 

South Carolina. 

 

January 18, 1993 NPD Bother of Kodiak Lodge was issued a dimit 

 Brother Jonas G. Fridriksson was dropped NPD in Kodiak Lodge 

No. 9 on February 22, 1992.  Bro. Fridriksson was a Dual Member 

with Adak Lodge No. 14.  Upon receiving the Monthly Report of 

Kodiak Lodge No. 9, the Grand Secretary notified Adak Lodge 

No. 14 to drop him NPD also.  The Secretary of Adak Lodge 

reported that Brother Fridriksson was current with his dues in 

Adak Lodge and had asked Kodiak Lodge for a dimit sometime 

earlier but it had never been received.  Brother Fridriksson thought 

the matter had been taken care of and again was not notified by 

Kodiak Lodge that he was behind in his dues. 

 

 Therefore, I ordered the Grand Secretary to issue another Dimit 

dated 2/22/92 to clear Brother Fridriksson’s record in Kodiak 

Lodge No. 9. 
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DISPENSATIONS GRANTED 

 

May 18, 1992 Permission for Matanuska Lodge No. 7 to march in the Colony 

Days Parade on June 20, 1992 and the State Fair Parade on August 

29, 1992 clothed as Masons. 

May 18, 1992 Permission for North Pole Lodge No. 16 to perform an outdoor 

Master Mason Degree on July 18
th

, 1992 at the farm of W Brother 

Emmett Keith Herve. 

May 18, 1992 Permission for North Pole Lodge No. 16 to march in the Summer 

Festival Parade on July 4, 1992 clothed as Masons. 

July 22, 1992 Permission for Kenai Lodge No. 11 to hold an outdoor Master 

Mason degree on August 15, 1992 at Bro. Brother Cotton Moore’s 

 

LODGE VISITATIONS AND OTHER MEETINS 

 

1992 

February  

16-18   Conference of Grand Masters - Washington D. C. 

March 

6-7  Western Conference – Pendleton, Oregon 

19  Glacier Lodge No. 10 

23  Eagle River Lodge No. 13 

27-28  Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18 

 

April 

2   Kenai Lodge No. 11 

11  Scottish Rite workshop – Denver, Colorado 

14  Matanuska Lodge No. 7 

15  Anchorage Lodge No. 17 

20  Aurora Lodge No. 15  

27  North Pole Lodge No. 16 

 

May 

1-2  Anvil Lodge No. 2 

8-9  Mt. McKinley Lodge No. 5 

20  Valdez Lodge No. 4 

21  White Pass Lodge No. 1  

23-24  International Days – Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 

 

June 

4-6  Grand Lodge of Oregon _ Eugene 

 

September 

16 Tanana Lodge No. 3 

17  Fairbanks Lodge No. 12 
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October 

6  Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8 

9-10  Warden’s Management Charge – Anchorage 

13  Seward Lodge No. 6 

21  Kodiak Lodge No. 9 

 

COMMUNICATIONS ATTENDED BY OTHERS AS REPRESENTATIVES OF 

THE GRAND MASTER 

 

May 

4-5 Grand Lodge of New York, by RW John H. Grainger 

 

June 

11-13 Grand Lodge of Washington, by RW John H. Grainger 

12-13 Grand Lodge of Alberta, by VW William H. Lefferson 

15-16 Grand Lodge of Manitoba, by VW William H. Lefferson 

18-19 Grand Lodge of British Columbia, by MW James A. Williams 

19-20 Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan, VW William H. Lefferson 

 

September 

11-13 Grand Lodge of Iowa, by RW Richard D. Bender 

 

November 

9-10 Grand Lodge of Nevada, by MW Fred V. Angleton 

 

 

 

Additional Action by the Grand Master During Grand 
Lodge Session. 
 

Grand Master indicated that an application for a lodge of research has been made with 

fifteen members signing the petition and that the Grand Master will grant this 

Dispensation. 

 

The lodge of research will be purely a lodge of research, not doing any degree work, not 

paying any per capita tax, and very low dues.  Basically, any Master Mason in good 

standing of any lodge of this jurisdiction may petition for affiliation in this lodge of 

research and must maintain his membership in his lodge in accordance with the Alaska 

Masonic Code. 

 

MW Ralph Kavorkian, PGM, representing the Committee on Jurisprudence gave the 

following report.  The Committee came up with a personal opinion and are going to save 

it for next year.  He also said, “When I constituted a lodge during my year, they held my 

feet to the fire and applied it in nine different areas, so that qualified me as an expert on 

how to form a lodge and I made all the same mistakes that you are making.” 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY 
 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

The following report is submitted pursuant to Section 3.05 of the Alaska Masonic Code. 

 

Once Again it is time to make my annual report of the activity of the Grand Lodge office 

and the condition of the Constituent Lodges in Alaska.  Before beginning this report, I 

must once again offer my thanks to some of the hardest working Masons in the State – 

the Secretaries of the local Lodges.  Many of these brothers already have extremely busy 

work schedules and family responsibilities but they willingly give those extra hours each 

week to keep the records of their Lodges accurate.  As I have said in the past, my 

enjoyment of this job is due to the work of the local Secretaries.  Thank you brothers for 

your hard work and dedication. 

 

The calendar worked overtime this year to frustrate the preparations for our Annual 

Communication.  As required in Section 15.08 of the Alaska Masonic Code, I must report 

that two lodges did not submit their End-of Year Reports by the January 10th deadline.  

However, they were submitted in time to be included in the statistics that appear 

elsewhere in this book. 

 

I am sorry to report that the publications of the Printed Proceedings are still behind 

schedule.  The day-to-day correspondence and the dealings with the local Lodges take a 

large amount of my time.  I currently have the 1986 Proceedings ready to go and will 

give them to MW Glen Pruett for final approval following this Annual Communication.  

However, as I stated last year, I cannot proceed with any more Proceedings as I have no 

biographies from any of the succeeding Grand Masters.  I can report that I have 

completed the transcription of the 1992 Proceedings myself without any expense to 

Grand Lodge.  I will continue with the Publications as I have biographies. 

 

In looking at the Status of Lodges, I make the following observations.  The deaths and 

dimits were not as large as they had been in years past and our increases were up from 

last year.  The net loss was lower than it was last year.  Masonry in Alaska is struggling 

but it is not suffering as badly as in other jurisdictions.  I know the Grand Master has 

commented on the work in individual Lodges but I must add my congratulations to 

Matanuska Lodge No. 7 for the outstanding work they are doing in their Lodge.  Thirteen 

new Petitions for the year is excellent work.  I am also encouraged to see Adak doing 

some additional degree work.  While the larger Lodges are showing some losses, the 

smaller Lodges seem to be the ones growing and keeping our losses down. 

 

Two of the most positive things to happen in this Jurisdiction this year were the adoption 

of the new Proficiency Manual and the first, and hopefully, Annual Warden’s Retreat. 

The Proficiency Manual was first viewed with some skepticism but the Lodges were 

willing to look at the Manual for what it could offer the Candidate in his Masonic 

Education.  I think that it is a little early to draw any substantive conclusions but the 

number of Candidates moving through the degrees and the number of Master Mason 
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proficiencies is up considerably from previous years.  Regarding the Warden’s Retreat, it 

was certainly your loss if you missed it.  It was wonderful to see brothers enthused and 

excited about Masonry.  Hopefully, that enthusiasm will carry over and to future Retreats. 

 

I am grateful to the Finance Committee for the purchase of a new copy machine.  The 

machine we had was nearly unusable and we were able to get a very good deal on a new 

machine from Arctic Office Products.  The Grand Lodge Office had “inherited” two other 

copiers that were not in working order.  Part of the terms of the sale was for Arctic Office 

Products to take all three old machines off our hands.  This has helped the space problem 

in the office considerably.  None of the machines were in a working state but as copier 

toner is considered hazardous waste, I could not simply take them to the Municipal 

Landfill to get rid of them.  The Grand Lodge office also came one step further into the 

electronic age with the donation of a FAX machine.  Now if we can just get each of the 

Lodges to purchase a FAX of their own. 

 

I have heard a number of comments in years past to make more of a detailed report 

regarding our Permanent Fund.  The Alaska Permanent Fund had a very good year thanks 

to the estate of a Brother from Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8.  A check for just over $4,700.00 

was presented to Grand Lodge at our last Annual Communication.  Additional 

contributions were received from the 1992 sale of calendars in the amount of $375.00.  

Contributions from the constituent Lodges and from individuals came to just over 

$3,300.00. 

 

In other Fund Raising, the MSA issued an appeal last fall for Disaster Relief from the 

hurricanes that devastated Florida, Louisiana, and Hawaii.  Five Lodges contributed as 

did several individuals.  The total contribution sent to MSA in December was 

$11,407.00. 

 

In the past, money in both the Permanent Fund and General Fund Savings were invested 

in Certificates of Deposit.  As most of you are probably aware, the current rate of CD’s 

and savings accounts are at the lowest they have been for years.  As the Certificates of 

Deposit have matured, they would have renewed at interest rates equal to or less than 

regular passbook savings accounts.  For this reason, as the CD’s matured, they were 

placed in our existing Savings Accounts to allow the Finance Committee access to these 

funds as they seek ways to reinvest this money at a higher rate of return. 

 

As I end my second year as Grand Secretary, I would like to offer my thanks and 

appreciation to a number of people.  It has been my pleasure to be able to call MW Les 

Little my friend.  He was always helpful when I sought his advice and he was also open 

to suggestions and recommendations that I made to him.  I have enjoyed traveling with 

him the past few years and wish him the best as he is able to serve this Jurisdiction as a 

Past Grand Master.  I have also enjoyed working with the other Elected Officers and look 

forward to working with them in the future.  I also must acknowledge the support of my 

wife Linda and my daughter Katie.  To both of them, I offer my deepest thanks and 

appreciation. 
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Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Richard D. Bender 

Grand Secretary 
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White Pass 1   4  1   66   4 1   5 1 1   3  5 0 66  

Anvil 2  1 5 1  1 2 55 1      1  3     3 (2) 53  

Tanana 3  2 6 5 4 2 4 396 2 2 1 2   7 3 7   6  16 (9) 387  

Valdez 4  5 7 4 3 2  74 5   1   6 1 1   1  3 3 77  

Mt. McKinley 5   2   1 1 51       0  2   1  3 (3) 48  

Seward 6        60    1   0  1   8  9 (9) 51  

Matanuska 7 1 14 14 10 5 6 2 128 4 5 3    9 5 3     8 1 129  

Mt. Susitna 8  3 6 3  3 6 190 3 2 2 5   12 2 6   8  16 (4) 186  

Kodiak 9  1 4  2  1 109   1    1  1   1  2 (1) 108  

Glacier 10  4 10 2 1 4 4 262 4 1  1   5 3 36   1  7 (2) 260  

Kenai 11  5 5 3 1 2 1 125 2  1 1   3     3  3 0 125  

Fairbanks 12 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 92 2  1 2   5 1    3  4 1 93  

Eagle River 13 3 4 7 6 3 5 1 73 5  2 1   6 2    2  5 3 76  

Adak 14  5 16 3 6 3  70 3  2 1   6 2    2  4 2 72  

Aurora 15  2 7 4 5 2 2 55 1      1 2      2 (1) 54  

North Pole 16  2 1 2 1 2 1 39 3  2    5 3      3 2 41  

Anchorage 17  5 6 6 2 4 1 362 3   1   4 1 12   3  16 (12) 350  

Mr. Verstovia 18 1 1 6 1 1 2 1 73 2      2  2 1  4  6 (4) 69  

                           

Totals  6 55 107 52 36 41 27 2280 40 7 19 14 0 0 80 26 43 0 0 46 0 115 (35) 2245  
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REPORT OF THE FRATERNAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished visitors, Grand Lodge officers, Brethren 

one and all and especially the Junior Wardens in our lodges and the Master Masons being 

here for the first time. 

 

I don’t know if my Grand Master is called on me this late in the program because I don’t 

have much to say or whether he waited for the courage to say what I had to say.  

Irregardless I’ve been pleasured, honored, and privileged to be your Fraternal Relations 

Committee through the direction of your Grand Master.   

 

To be one of the most import jobs of our Grand Lodge, to constantly stay in 

communication out of the direction of our Grand Secretary with all the grand 

jurisdictions throughout the world. 

 

This annual report of the Committee on Fraternal Relations, to The Most Worshipful 

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska.  The assignment of the Fraternal 

Relations Committee – to examine the printed or written proceedings or other documents 

emanating from the other grand lodges and report at the annual communication of the 

Grand Lodge.  Also the Fraternal Relations Committee shall review all requests for 

recognition from other grand jurisdictions and as appropriate recommend recognition of 

the petitioner of the jurisdictions or rejection of the said petition or petitioners  

 

Having accepted this assignment of the Fraternal Relations Committee to examine all 

correspondence received, the reports as follows, no requests were received from grand 

jurisdictions that are considered regular. 

 

My brothers, I have been in this Grand Lodge and other grand lodges and I’ve heard the 

fraternal relations or fraternal correspondence saying I got no report.  That’s not true with 

this Committee.  This Fraternal Relations Committee relies heavily on the information of 

the Commission on Information for Recognition of the Conference of Grand Master 

Masons in North America as to whether a petitioning grand lodge is regular or not.  Their 

reports are based on the most recent information obtained annually. 

 

And pay your strict attention to your Past Grand Master from Texas, MW Bob Dillard, a 

very devoted Master Mason that spends hours to gather up the information on whether 

some of these irregular lodges that ask for recognition are qualified or not.  We rely 

heavily on their recommendations. 

 

But to date, The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

enjoys fraternal relations with all fifty other U.S. Grand Lodges, the nine Canadian Grand 

Lodges, and sixty-nine other grand lodges scattered around the world. 



19 

 

We learned from our communications and correspondence the many interesting bits of 

Masonic information which we now share with you.   

 First, we will go to the Grand Lodge of Delaware.  The per capita tax is $14.65 in 

that grand jurisdiction.  A plural or dual membership pays per capita tax only 

from one lodge. 

 Arkansas: The grand lodge publication published quarterly earns a yearly profit of 

$2,203.  Each subscriber to this publication pays $1.00 per year.  Approximately 

25% of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas enjoys that publication. 

 Indiana: Is reporting many lodges have more petitions now than they had in some 

time, that there is every reason to believe that Masonry is back on the road to a 

more stable membership level.  Inspired, vigorous leadership at all levels will 

determine the course and the speed of this positive trend.  This report concludes 

by saying it is our sacred duty to preserve, strengthen, and pass on to those that 

follow the rich Masonic heritage that is ours. 

 New Mexico: They have reported our state fair and parades are open fellowship 

meetings and other visual participations have been a violable part of our renewed 

interest.  The net loss in membership is the lowest it has been in several years.  

The strong program to stop suspension and non payment of dues and a 

continuation of our other programs.  They believe they’re starting to change 

(garbled) the past. 

 South Carolina: twenty-one members were expelled for un-Masonic conduct.  No 

details of the event were given. 

 Michigan: The Masonic temple in Detroit is being restored.  They reported to be 

the world’s largest Masonic temple.  Also, the Masonic Temple Association of 

Detroit describes it as one of Freemasonry’s most beautiful buildings. 

 Nebraska: Masonic bodies in Omaha are sending to the top one-hundred business 

leaders in the area a copy of the Masonic philanthropy written by Brother S. 

Britain Morris.  It answers one of the most frequently asked questions, how much 

fraternal support do Masons actually give to charities-reported to be 1.2 million 

dollars daily. 

 Washington D.C.: Sojourner Kilwinning Lodge No. 1798 was consecrated by the 

Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia on July the 25
th

, 1992.  This new lodge 

is composed of sojourning Masons living in the D.C. area.  Enough members of 

the new lodge are members of regularly constituted lodges working under the 

Scottish Constitution, although some members belong to the English lodges.  The 

new lodge will be using the D.C. rituals of procedures except once each quarter 

they can work and agree using the Scottish Constitution ritual.  Reported to be a 

tremendously successful event by the brethren in attendance composing of Grand 

Lodges of Maryland, Virginia, District of Columbia, Delaware from the United 

States, and the Grand Lodge England, Scotland, India, China, and others around 

the world. 

 The 1993 Rose Parade float: That float was fifty-five feet long, eighteen feet 

wide, and seventeen feet high in the form of three band rotundas joined by two 

bridges.  There were three musical groups on the float as well representatives of 

the youth organizations and the lady concordant bodies.  The musical groups 
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played music composed or performed by well known Masons ranging from 

Mozart, John Philip Souza, and your current country western music. 

 Russia: The Grande Loge Nationale Francaise has consecrated a lodge in Paris 

composed largely of Russians.  The first Worshipful Master of the lodge is a 

Russian resident in Moscow.  The Grand Loge National Francaise expressed hope 

this will be the first lodge in Russia in the district of Moscow.  Latest report had it 

that are now four lodges in Russia, three operating under charters of non-

recognized grand lodges and one under a recognized grand lodge.  Harmony 

Lodge No. 698 was officially transferred to Moscow by the Grande Loge 

Nationale Francaise where they initiated 14 candidates and regularized two other 

brothers coming from irregular lodges that history day September the 8
th

, 1992. 

 Peru: Roof of the Lodge No. 1094 in Lima is reported to be the highest regular 

Masonic lodge in the world charted in 1912 by the Grand Lodge of Scotland.  The 

membership is made up of English-speaking brothers.  Regular meetings are held 

in an altitude of 14, 208 feet.  In order that there might never be any question as to 

this claim, they made applications to the Grand Lodge of Scotland for 

dispensation permitting them to hold a meeting at the summit of Mt. Meigs, 

altitude 17,575 feet which is the highest peak of the Andes in the region.  That 

meeting was held August 29
th

, 1914.  They’ve been around awhile.  About done, 

but to wind it up of most we will go to the Grand Lodge of Washington 

 Grand Lodge of Washington and their Grand Secretary reported the Grand Lodge 

lists those completing at the present, it shows 824 Master Masons not finishing 

their work, consisting of 743 Fellowcrafts, 2,907 Entered Apprentice.  We ask 

why have those men lost interest or never going further in Masonry? 

 

The last one I have here my brothers lest we forget a cabinetmaker was showing a 

customer how beautifully finished even mastered the doors were in a small chest he 

just completed.  Why do you think (garbled) no one will ever know, whereupon the 

old craftsman moved his fingers lovingly across the top of the chest and replied, I will 

know. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

MW John C. Ingram PGM 

 

MW Grand Master, I move for the acceptance of this report. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move for the adoption of this report. 

 

MW Grand Master: Brethren, it has been regularly moved and seconded that this 

report of the Fraternal Relations Committee be adopted.  Your report is adopted. 
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REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
 

 

The following is the number of votes available by lodge, as provided in the 3
rd

 (final) 

report of the Committee on Credentials. 

 
 Total Number of Ballots 

Grand Lodge 28 

White Pass Lodge No. 1 7 

Anvil Lodge No. 2 5 

Tanana Lodge No. 3 8 

Valdez Lodge No. 4 6 

Mt. McKinley Lodge No. 5 5 

Seward Lodge No. 6 2 

Matanuska Lodge No. 7 12 

Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8 7 

Kodiak Lodge No. 9 7 

Glacier Lodge No. 10 14 

Kenai Lodge No. 11 9 

Fairbanks Lodge No. 12 8 

Eagle River Lodge No. 13 9 

Adak Lodge No. 14 - 

Aurora Lodge No. 15 6 

North Pole Lodge No. 16 5 

Anchorage Lodge No. 17 5 

Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18 3 

  

Total 147* 

 

(*Ed Note: As reported in final report, however total of all the lodges is 146) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

G. Rex Plunkett (7) Chairman 

William D. Kyle (17) 

Charles F. Lewis (2, 11) 

Howard R. McElrath (4) 

Bardie Scarbrough (10) 
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MW Grand Master, I move that this report be received. 
 
MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 
 
MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted 
 
MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this 3

rd
 Report of the 

Credentials Committee be adopted.  Report is adopted. 
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APPOINTMENT OF REGULAR COMMITTEES 
 

 

Standing Committees 
 

Jurisprudence 
MW Fred V. Angleton (2, 11) Chairman 

W Dennis M. Bump (12) 

W V. Clifford Darnell (8, 13) 

MW Frank W. Erie (3, 12)  

MW Ralph Kavorkian (3, 12, 16) 

MW Glenn W. Pruett (3, 12) 

MW James A. Williams (3, 15) 

W Russell A. Burnett (11) Advisor 

 

Grievance & Appeals 
VW Chester L. Proudfoot (17) Chairman 

VW Fred L. McGuire (3, 12) 

VW Paul J. Merkouris (2) 

 

Finance 
W Thomas K. Black (15) Chairman 

W Donald H. Dinkel (7) 

W John L. Dolenc (7) 

 

Fraternal Relations 
MW John C. Ingram (6, 11) Chairman 

 

Masonic Research & Education 
W Russell A. Burnett (11) Chairman 

VW John W. Casey (3, 12) 

W Warren R. Little (2) 

W Lee O. Seagondollar (7) 

 

Credentials 

W G. Rex Plunkett (7) Chairman 

W William D. Kyle (17) 

VW Charles F. Lewis (2, 11) 

W Howard R. McElrath (4) 

W Bardie Scarbrough (10) 
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Masonic Public Relations 

W John C. Peck (7, 13) Chairman 

VW Henry R. Ferguson (7) 

W James D. Grubbs (13) 

 

DeMolay 
RW Lloyd W. Triggs (3, 16) Chairman 

W Donald W. Winters (3) 

W Frank L. Dickinson (4) 

 

Bylaws 
W Alfred B. Cratty (9) Chairman 

W Earl E. Frank (8) 

W Mitchell R. Miller (3, 12) 

 

Public Schools 
W William B. Folsom (7) Chairman 

VW Wesley G. Davidson (1) 

W Robert M. Davis (10, 15) 

VW Gene R. Freeman (3, 12, 16) 

W John L. Lincoln (3, 16) 

W Jim R. McMichael (17) 
 

 

Appointed Sub Committees 
 

Segregation & Reference 
MW E. L. “Roy” Foss Chairman 
MW Francis D. Hess 

 

Sessions & Arrangements 
W Bobby W. Alexander (13) Chairman 

W James T. Ables (15) 

W James A. Bogert (10) 
W Ben W. Mac Armstrong (17, 18) 

VW Larry M. Sizemore (13) 

W Frank G. Weiss, III (13) 

 

Charters & Dispensations 
VW Tim M. Routzahn (9) Chairman 
W Warren Pruett (6) 

 

Publications 
W Philip A. Ambrose (10, 15) Chairman 
W L. V. “Joe” Dees (10, 13) 
VW  Timothy Jackson (8) 
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Special Research Subcommittee 
W Russell A. Burnett (11) Chairman 

 

Deputies of the Grand Master 

District 1 VW Stanley R. Foulke 

District 2 VW Robert L. Fulton 

District 3 VW Robert L. Van Huss 

District 4 VW James O. Burris 
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REPORTS OF UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 

No unfinished business was discussed. 

 

 

 

MOTIONS  
 

 

Ralph Kavorkian made motion to move the $5,000 dollars donation from Mt. Verstovia 

Lodge 18 to the Permanent Fund.  Charles Gregg seconded the motion and motion 

passed. 

 

RW John Grainger made motion to have an open installation. Motion was seconded and 

motion passed. 

 

No motion was made as to where the Thirteenth Annual Communication was to held. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

 

Resolution 93-1 
 

To add Section 14.05 to the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To provide for changing the time of a Stated 

Communication in the event of an emergency. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS, the Code dose not provide for the changing of the time of a Lodge’s 

Stated Communication under any circumstances; and, 

 

WHEREAS, emergencies have arisen requiring such changes in each of the past 

3 years, making it obvious that the Code should be changed in this regard; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a new section be added to the 

Alaska Masonic Code to read: 
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Section 14.05.5 

CHANGE OF MEETING TIME.  The Grand Master may grant permission to a 

Lodge to temporarily change the day or time of a Stated communication in the event of 

an emergency which will prevent the Lodge from holding its meeting on the day or time 

specified in it’s bylaws. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

   

James A. Williams, PGM. (3, 15) 

 

Note: According to the 1
st
 Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, this Resolution 

was withdrawn 

 

 

Resolution 93-2 
 

To Amend Section 14.05 (2) of the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To provide for changing of the day and time of a Stated 

Communication in the event of an emergency. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS, the Code dose not provide for the changing of the time and day of a 

Lodge’s Stated Communication under any circumstances; and, 

 

WHEREAS, emergencies have arisen requiring the change of the place, time, or 

day in each of the last 3 years, to suggest the obvious need change the code in this 

regard;; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the wording of Section 14.05.2 

which now reads: 

 

Temporary Meetings, The Grand Master may grant permission for a Lodge to 

temporarily change its regular meeting place for the purpose of: 

 

Be changed to read: 

 

Temporary Meetings, The Grand Master may grant permission for a Lodge to 

temporarily change its regular meeting day, time and/or place for the purpose of: 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jurisprudence Committee 

Fred V. Angleton, P.M., (2, 11), Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump, P.M., (12) 

V. Clifford Darnell, P.M., (8, 13) 

Frank W. Erie, P.M., (3, 12) 

Ralph Kavorkian, P.M., (3, 12, 16) 

Glen W. Pruett, P.M., (3, 12) 

 

Report of Jurisprudence Committee:  This resolution is in proper form for the 

consideration by Grand Lodge. 

 

As it proposes to amend a Bylaw, it will require a three-fourths majority vote for 

adoption. 

 

Note:  This resolution received the required majority vote and was adopted. 

 

 

Resolution 93-3 
 

To Amend Section 14.03 of the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  To permit Lodge business and balloting to be 

transacted when Lodge is open on any degree. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

 WHEREAS, none of the secret degree work is done during business meetings; 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desirable to have newly obligated Brothers understand the 

workings of the Lodge; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, with the present arrangements there is little time for Lodge 

members and the new members to get acquainted; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is very desirable to have new members attend Lodge meetings 

and to get involved in the workings and programs of the Lodge; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, this would encourage more participation in Masonry and Lodge 

activities; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Section 14.03 should read as 

follows: 

 

 Business and balloting may be done on any degree, however, only Master Masons 

may ballot on candidates and on Masonic trials.  Masonic trials will only be conducted 

when Lodge is open on the appropriate degree. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Walter T. Williams, P.M., (7) 

Williams A. Folsom, P.M., (7) 

Henry T. Ferguson, P.M., (7) 

Stanley Woodin, S.W., (7) 

 

Report of Jurisprudence Committee:  This resolution is not in proper form for 

consideration by Grand Lodge. 

 

Note: According to the 1
st
 Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, this Resolution 

was withdrawn 

 

 

Resolution 93-4 
 

To Amend Section 19.06 of the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To change the number of black cubes required to reject 

a petition. 

RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS, we have seen or heard of cases where a petition has been rejected 

by one dissenting vote because of a private pique or quarrel or for revenge; and, 

 

WHEREAS, if a candidate has a serious flaw in his character, it is usually known 

by more that one member of the Lodge; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the merits and/ or demerits of a petitioner are usually discussed 

among several members of the Investigating Committee; and, 

 

WHEREAS, any member of a Lodge who has knowledge about a petitioner that 

should be brought to the attention of the Lodge is free to share this knowledge with the 

Master and/or Investigating Committee; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Section 19.06 of the Alaska Masonic 

Code which now reads: 

 

BALLOTING, A ballot on a petition for the degrees or for affiliation may be taken only 

at a Stated Communication.  The ballot must be unanimous in its favor or the petition is 

declared rejected. 

 

Be amended to read: 

BALLOTING, A ballot on a petition for the degrees or for affiliation may be taken only 

at a Stated Communication. Two or more Black Cubes are required for a petition to be 

declared rejected. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Henry T. Dunbar, P.M. (10, 17)  Aves D. Thompson, PM (20) 

Howard N. Hobbs, PM (10, 13, 18)  Richard D. Bender, PM (10) 

Roland J. Lirette, WM (8)   George Bristow, PM (13) 

Dennis Z. Morgan, SW (8)   David A. Hunt, PM (17) 

Thomas V. Houser, JW (8)   James W. Morton, PM (17) 

Robert L. Van Huss, PM (8, 11, 15)  Michael B. Swenson, JW (17) 

Hazen R. Ricker, PM (10, 17)  Antonio A. Carpine, PM (9) 

L. V. Dees, PM (10, 13)   William D. Athas, PM (10) 

Chester L. Proudfoot, PM (17)  William D. Kyle, PM (17) 

Benjamin W. Mac Armstrong, WM (17) 

 

Report of Jurisprudence Committee:  This resolution is in proper form for consideration 

by Grand Lodge. 

As it proposes to amend a bylaw, it will require a three-fourths majority vote for adoption 

 

Note: This Resolution failed to receive the required majority vote and was defeated. 

 

 

Resolution 93-5 
 

To Provide for Admitting Residents of Russia 

 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To provide for the admission of Russian residents as 

candidates for Masonry into the Lodges of the Grand Lodge of Alaska. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS, political climate is now bright and travel restrictions between 
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Russia and the U.S. have been lifted; and, 

 

WHEREAS: many Russians within relatively short traveling distances would 

probably become members of our Craft if it were possible, particularly if it were within 

their very limited means; and, 

 

WHEREAS; this would involve waving their fees, dues, and Grand Lodge Per 

Capita dues for them and changing residence and jurisdiction requirements; and’ 

 

WHEREAS: if Russians could join our Lodges, then they could soon establish 

their own Lodges in Eastern Russia, which would probably be under our jurisdiction; and 

 

WHEREAS: This would be a great advance for the Craft and International 

Brotherhood in this part of the world; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Grand Lodge approves the concept of 

admitting Russian residents into our Alaska Lodges with the same safeguards in regard to 

character, belief in a Supreme Being, and adherence to the Ancient Landmarks as we 

have now, but providing for waivers of fees, dues, and per capita and residence 

requirements; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proponents of this Resolution, in consultation 

with the Committee on Jurisprudence, draft specific changes to the Code required to 

implement and submit the proposed changes to the Thirteenth Annual Communication 

for consideration. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John H. Grainger, PM (1) 

Joe H, Ashby, PM (18) 

 

Note: According to the 1
st
 Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, this Resolution 

was withdrawn 
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Resolution 93-6 
 

To Amend Section 1.05 of the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To reinstate the original Annual Communication date of 

the Grand Lodge of Alaska  

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS: the Alaska Masonic Code requires the Grand Lodge to meet in 

Annual Communication on the first Thursday in April; and, 

 

WHEREAS: this date conflicts with the April date of the Grand Lodge of Alaska 

causing the Alaska Grand Lodge to have to send the outgoing Grand Master to the 

Conference; and, 

 

WHEREAS: York Rite has their Grand Communication the third Friday and 

Saturday of April; and, 

 

WHEREAS; Scottish Rite’s Maundy Thursday Ceremony falls, normally, in the 

month of April and could conflict with Grand Lodge; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the first two sentences of Section 1.05 of 

the Alaska Masonic Code which now reads; 

 

COMMUNICATIONS, Grand Lodge meets annually on the first Thursday in April.  In 

years when Maundy Thursday falls on the first Thursday in April, Grand Lodge will meet 

on the second Thursday in April. 

 

Be amended to read. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS.  Grand Lodge meets annually on the first Thursday in February. 

(The second sentence will be deleted.) 

 

This change will take place with the 1995 Annual Communication. 

 

Warren Pruitt, PM (6)   Russell A. Burnett, PM (11) 

John C. Ingram, PM (6, 11)  Howard N. Hobbs, PM (10, 13, 16)  

Thomas V. Houser, JW (8)  H. Hardie Scarbrough, PM (10) 

Richard D. Bender, PM (10) 

 

Report of Jurisprudence Committee:  This resolution is in proper form for consideration 

by Grand Lodge. 
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As it proposes to amend a Bylaw, it will require a three-fourths majority vote for 

adoption. 

 

Note:  This resolution failed to receive a majority vote and was rejected.  
 

 

Resolution 93-7 
 

To Provide for Biennial Communications and Terms of Office 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To change the Grand Lodge Officer’s terms of office to 

two years and change the Stated Communication to biennial. 

 

RESOLUTION; 

 

WHEREAS: if the Grand Officers’ terms were two years and the Stated Grand 

Communications were biennial, it would enhance the obligations of the Grand Master to 

formulate and to complete programs and would save the Grand Lodge nearly, $3,000 

every second year by eliminating annual session expenses and reduce the number of 

Proceedings that must be published; and, 

 

WHEREAS; it is not the intent to make major changes in the operations of Grand 

Lodge, and it is not in the concept of Masonry, because it is a custom used in many grand 

lodges to ensure stability and to hold down operation cost; and, 

 

WHEREAS; our income is decreasing and our costs are increasing, so it appears 

this would be a prudent and profitable change; and,  

 

WHEREAS: if this change is made, then the Grand Master may call a Special 

Communication in each of the intervening years for the purpose of adopting an annual 

budget and other necessary business; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Grand Lodge change its 

Stated Communication and elections of officers from annual to biennial to be effective at 

the close of the Annual Communication in April 1997; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the proponents of this Resolution, in 

consultation with the Committee on Jurisprudence, draft specific changes to the Code 

required to implement this Resolution and submit the proposed changes to the Thirteenth 

Annual Communication for consideration. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

John H. Grainger, PM (1) 

James O. Burris, PM (18) 

Charles I. Gregg, PM (10) 

 

Note: According to the 1
st
 Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, this Resolution 

was withdrawn 

 

 

Resolution 93-8 
 

To establish the elected office of Grand Treasurer 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To establish the elected office of Grand Treasurer 

 

RESOLUTION; 

 

WHEREAS: the Grand Jurisdiction is without the appropriate resources to 

employ a staff to assist the Grand Secretary; and, 

 

WHEREAS; there is no desire or good reason to overburden any particular 

Grand Officer in the discharge of his duties; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Section 3 of the Alaska Masonic 

code be amended to add the elective position of Grand Treasurer as follows: 

 

SECTION 3.06 Constitution 

GRAND TREASURER, DUTIES: The duties of the Grand Treasurer are  to: 

1. Receive and keep a proper account of all monies of the Grand Lodge, with 

the date of their receipt, and pay the same over promptly to the Depository or 

Depositories selected by the Committee on Finance and the Grand Master, taking 

proper receipt therefore; and further, to report annually to the Grand Lodge and 

submit financial statements of various Grand Lodge funds, along with operating 

statements of the said accounts, both of which are to comply with generally accepted 

principles and procedures. 

 

2, Attend, with the necessary financial books, papers, return correspondence, 

and other similar documents, all communications of the Grand Lodge.  

 

3. To receive from the Grand Secretary all monies paid into the Grand 

Lodge; to keep a just and regular account thereof; to pay them out by order of th 

Grand Master, and the Committee on Finance with the consent of the Grand Lodge. 
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The following would be housekeeping changes if this Resolution passes. 

  Section 2.01 Constitution 

 Add the words “Grand Treasurer” to the list of Elected officers. 

 

Section 2.02 Bylaw 

  The following Grand Lodge Officers are elected by ballot at each Annual 

Communication of this Grand Lodge: a Grand Master, a Deputy Grand Master, a Senior 

Grand Warden, a Junior Grand Warden, a Grand Secretary, and a Grand Treasurer. 

 Section 3.05 Constitution 

 Grand Secretary, Duties: paragraph 5 would be deleted. 

 The existing Sections 3.06 – 3.10 define the duties of the Grand Chaplain, 

Grand Lecturer, Grand Orator, Grand Historian, and other Grand Officers.  These 

would be renumbered sequentially following the new Section 3.06 which list the 

duties of the Grand Treasurer. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

The Committee on Finance 

W Thomas K. Black, PM (15), Chairman. 

W Donald H. Dinkel, PM (7) 

W John R Dolenc, PM (7) 

 

Report of Jurisprudence Committee: This resolution is in proper form for consideration 

by Grand Lodge. 

 

As it proposes to amend the Constitution, it will require a unanimous vote for adoption. 

 

Note: This resolution failed to receive the required vote but is a carryover 

resolution. 

 

 

Resolution 93-9 
 

To amend page 171 of the Alaska Monitor and Freemason’s Guide 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To permit members to wear their Masonic aprons under 

their suit coat, on an optional basis. 
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RESOLUTION; 

 

WHEREAS: the Alaska Monitor and Freemason’s Guide appears to be the only 

authority suggesting that aprons shall be worn outside of the outer garments (see page 

171, DRESS); and, 

 

WHEREAS: this is a discretionary usage, subject to our own rules, regulations 

and choices; and, 

 

WHEREAS: it is a well established custom in a larger number of our sister 

jurisdictions to permit the optional wearing of the Masonic apron under the suit coat or 

jacket, leaving the coat unbuttoned; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the section entitled DRESS on page 

171 of the Alaska Monitor and Freemason’s Guide which now reads, in part,; 

  

DRESS    Aprons shall be worn outside the garments, 

 

Be amended to read; 

 

DRESS  Aprons will usually be worn outside of outer garments, however, it 

is permissible for them to be worn under the suit coat, leaving the coat unbuttoned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gunnar Flygenring, PM (10) 

William R. Miller, PM (10) 

Report of Jurisprudence Committee: This resolution is in proper form for consideration 

by Grand Lodge. 

As it proposes to amend the Alaska Monitor, it will require a simple majority vote for 

adoption. 

 

Note: Resolution failed to receive the simple majority vote and was rejected. 
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Resolution 93-10 
 

To amend Section 16.10 of the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To redefine the Past Master’s Jewel 

 

RESOLUTION; 

 

WHEREAS, many Past Masters belonging to this Grand Jurisdiction were once 

members of, or are still members of, a grand jurisdiction which permits the display of the 

Past Master’s Jewel which contains the Blazing Sun within the Square and Compasses, 

extended on a Quadrant; and,  

 

WHEREAS, many of those past Masters were presented with such a jewel by 

their Lodge and said Jewels thereby have great sentimental value; and, 

 

WHEREAS, many Past Masters of this Grand Jurisdiction have been presented 

with an unapproved Past Master’s Jewel in error by one or more Lodges of this Grand 

Jurisdiction, said Jewel having also great sentimental value; and, 

 

WHEREAS, there is no present provision for a specific Past Grand Master’s 

Jewel in this Grand Jurisdiction other than a pin depicting a Yod, currently being 

presented to each Grand Master by the Past Grand Master’s Association: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Section 16.10, subparagraph A 

which now reads: 

 

Past Master – the Blazing Sun within the Compasses extended on a Quadrant, 

 

Be amended to read: 

 

 Past Master – the Blazing Sun within the Compasses extend on a Quadrant, or the 

Blazing Sun within the Square and Compasses extended on a Quadrant. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Philip A. Ambrose, PM (10, 15)  Howard R. McElrath, PM (4) 

Robert L. Fulton, PM (10, 11)  Hazen R. Ricker, PM (10, 13) 

Mitchell R. Miller, PM (3, 12)  Russell A. Burnett, PM (11) 

William F. Lefferson, PM (3)   Anthony L. Johnson, SW (18) 

William B. Clucas, PM (3, 12,16)  Warren Pruitt, PM (6) 
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Report of Jurisprudence Committee: This resolution is in proper form for consideration 

by Grand Lodge. 

 

As it proposes to amend a Bylaw, it will require a three-fourths majority vote for 

adoption. 

 

Note: This Resolution received the required majority vote of the members present 

and was adopted 

 

 

Resolution 93-11 
 

To amend Section 13.17 of the Alaska Masonic Code 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska: 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To provide for the formation of Lodges of Research in 

the Grand Jurisdiction of Alaska 

 

RESOLUTION; 

 

WHEREAS, numerous Master Masons of this Grand Jurisdiction have displayed 

a great desire to organize a lodge dedicated to Masonic Research; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the history of the lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction need to be 

recorded for future generations; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Master Masons and lodges of Master Masons in this Grand 

Jurisdiction continue to seek out information about Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction, as 

well as all of the many grand jurisdictions of the world; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Chapter 13 of the Bylaws of the Alaska 

Masonic Code, be expanded by adding the following new Section; 

 

 Section 13.17 Formation of Lodges of Research 

A. Fifteen or more Master Masons, members in good standing of 

any Alaska lodge, or lodges, may petition the Grand Master for, 

and he may in his discretion issue, without fees and without 

compliance with the usual requirements prescribed for the 

issuance of a Dispensation under the requirements of Chapter 

13 of the Alaska Masonic Code a Dispensation to such 

members to form a Lodge of Research, and a Charter may be 

issued, without a fee, to such a Lodge of Research upon 

approval by the Grand Lodge at an Annual Communication; 

also, without compliance with the usual requirements 
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prescribed for the issuance of a Charter, and without the Grand 

Lodge charging for the annual per capita fees and affiliation 

fees on its members. 

 

The territorial jurisdiction of such Lodge of Research when 

formed shall be coextensive with the territorial jurisdiction of 

this Grand Lodge. 

 

The membership shall consist of the Charter Members thereof 

and those members of Alaska Lodges who are later admitted by 

affiliation, which affiliation may be had without a dimit from a 

subordinate or regular lodge of a certificate of payment of dues. 

 

Lodges of Research shall be designated and numbered 

separately and consecutively commencing with “Research 

Lodge No. 1.” 

 

A lodge formed hereunder may elect to honorary, contributing, 

or subscribing membership Master Masons or Lodges of 

Master Masons in good standing in this or any other Grand 

Jurisdiction in Masonic affiliation with this Grand Lodge under 

such conditions as by its by-laws may be prescribed, which 

bylaws shall limit the power to vote to members belonging to 

Alaska lodges only. 

 

B. A Lodge of Research shall be a lodge of research only and have 

the right, power, and authority: 

 

(1) To promote within its own membership Masonic study 

and historical research; 

 

(2) To present findings and conclusions to the lodge for 

discussion and interchange of judgment; 

 

(3) To publish at convenient internals proceedings or 

transactions containing such portions of the addresses 

and discussions in Lodge as may be desirable to print; 

 

(4) To publish new Masonic books of outstanding merit; 

 

(5) To reproduce or print documents of historical 

importance; 

 

(6) To reprint scarce Masonic books and pamphlets; 

 

(7) To open and close its lodge on the Third Degree;  
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(8) To have such rights and authority as may be necessary 

to carry on such work; 

 

Any publication will be without expense to the Grand Lodge. 

 

For the purpose of carrying out such rights, powers, and 

authority it may make bylaws providing for the election of its 

officers; for the establishment, control, and limitations of its 

membership; for the time and place and nature of its meetings; 

for the payment of dues and to effectuate the purposes of its 

organization. 

 

Neither its designation as a lodge or its organization as such, 

nor the issuance of a Dispensations or a Charter shall constitute 

or be construed as giving to it, or any of its officers or 

members, any of the Masonic honors, rights, powers, 

privileges, or such as are herein or later specifically granted by 

the Grand Lodge.  Nor shall it or any of its members be subject 

to any additional duties or obligations of a Masonic Lodge or a 

member thereof because it is a Masonic lodge, except under 

specific regulations or orders of the Grand Lodge or its own 

bylaws passed within the scope of the rights, powers, and 

authority granted to it by the Grand Lodge. 

 

C. No person shall continue to be an active member of a Lodge of 

Research unless he is a regular member in good standing in a 

subordinate lodge of Masons.  And such a Lodge of Research 

shall at all times have at least ten members in good standing in 

Alaska in their subordinate lodges, or its Charter must be 

revoked by the Grand Master. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Thomas K. Black Jr., PM (15) 

 

Note: According to the 1
st
 Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, this Resolution 

was withdrawn 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

 

Jurisprudence 
 

1
st
 Report 

 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-1, 93-3, 93-5, 

93-7, and 93-11 have considered the same and report as follows: 

 

All of these Resolutions have been withdrawn. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

V. Clifford Darnell 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

 

2
nd

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska  

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-2 have 

considered the same and report as follows, as it proposes an amendment to the Bylaws a 

three-fourths vote is required for adoption. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

V. Clifford Darnell 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

Reading of the Resolution by Jurisprudence Committee 

 

MW Grand Master I move to put the resolution on the floor and that Resolution 93-2 be 

adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has regularly moved, seconded, that Resolution 93-2 be adopted 

and the Resolution was adopted. 

 

 

3
rd

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-4 have 

considered the same and report as follows, this resolution is in proper form to be 

considered by the Grand Lodge. As a proposed amendment to the Bylaws, a three-quarter 

vote is required for adoption. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

V. Clifford Darnell 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 
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MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report will be received. 

 

Reading of the Resolution by Jurisprudence Committee 

 

MW Grand Master, to put this on the floor, I move for the adoption of this resolution. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this motion for 

adoption of Resolution 93-4 be adopted. Motion is defeated 

 

 

4
th

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-6 have 

considered the same and report as follows, this resolution is in proper form to be 

considered by the Grand Lodge.  As it proposes an amendment to the Bylaws, a three-

fourths affirmative vote is required for adoption. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

V. Clifford Darnell 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master, it is received. 

 

Reading of the Resolution by Jurisprudence Committee 

 

MW Grand Master, for the purpose only of getting this resolution on the floor, I move for 

its adoption. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that the motion to adopt 

Resolution 93-6 be approved. The motion is defeated. 
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5
th

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-8 have 

considered the same and report as follows, this resolution is in proper form to be 

considered by Grand Lodge.  As it proposes to amend the Constitution it will require a 

unanimous adoption. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

V. Clifford Darnell 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

Reading of the Resolution by Jurisprudence Committee 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this report 

recommending the adoption of Resolution 93-8 be approved.  Motion failed to receive the 

required vote but is a carryover. 

 

 

6
th

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska  

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-9 have 

considered the same and report as follows, this resolution is in proper form for 

consideration by Grand Lodge. As it proposes to amend the Alaska Monitor it will 

require a simple majority affirmative vote. 
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Respectfully submitted 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 

 

Reading of the Resolution by the Jurisprudence Committee 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this resolution be placed on the floor to be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this report 

recommending the adoption of Resolution 93-9 be approved.  Motion failed. 

 

 

7
th

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska  

 

We the Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred Resolution 93-10 have 

considered the same and report as follows, this resolution is in proper form to be 

considered by Grand Lodge.  As it proposes to amend a Bylaw it will require a three-

fourths affirmative vote for adoption. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fred V. Angleton, Chairman 

Dennis M. Bump 

V. Clifford Darnell 

Frank W. Erie 

Ralph Kavorkian 

Glenn W. Pruett 

James A. Williams 

Russell A. Burnett, Advisor 

 

Reading of the Resolution by the Jurisprudence Committee 
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MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: You report will be received. 

 

MW Grand Master, for the purposes of putting this resolution on the floor and for that 

reason only, I move for the adoption of this resolution. 

 

MW Grand Master: Brethren it has been regularly moved and seconded that Resolution 

93-10 be approved.  The motion has passed. 

 

 

Grievance and Appeals 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished Guests, and Brethren 

 

When I got on this Committee last year I told everyone there is no such thing as a 

grievance.  If you had a grievance, take it to your Worshipful Master don’t bring it to us. 

 

Your Committee on Grievance and Appeals this year had received no petitions or 

requests for grievance or appeals in this Jurisdiction. 

 

This would indicate in this Grand Jurisdiction peace and harmony prevailed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Chester L. Proudfoot, Chairman 

Fred L. McGuire 

Paul J. Merkouris 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I also move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this Report of the 

Grievance and Appeals Committee be adopted. Your report is adopted. 
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Finance 
 

 

Report of the Finance Committee  
 

1
st
 Report 

 

 (Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

The Finance Committee of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Masons appointed by the Grand Master at the Eleventh Annual Communication, 

February 6
th

 and 7
th

, 1992 in Fairbanks is as follows: Don Dinkel, John Dolenc, and 

myself, as chairman. 

 

During the year, the Committee approved the following: 

 

 a bylaw amendment for Matanuska Lodge No. 7, 

 approved purchase of a copy machine for the Grand Secretary’s office, 

 approved the budget to be submitted to the Twelfth Annual Grand Lodge 

Communication, February 4
th

 to 5
th

, 1993, and 

 submitted a resolution that creates the office of Treasurer of The Most Worshipful 

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska. 

 

This covers the activity of the Finance Committee for the 1992 Masonic year. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Thomas K. Black, Chairman 

Don H. Dinkel 

John H. Dolenc 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: The report is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved, and seconded that this 1st Report of the 

Finance Committee be adopted, and motion is carried. 
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2
nd

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska  

 

The Segregation and Reference Committee referred Recommendations 1 to 4 to the 

Finance Committee.  The second report of the Finance Committee will cover 

recommendations 1, 2, and 3. 

 

Recommendation 1 was the elected Grand Lodge officers no longer spend their time and 

money to attend the Conference of Grand Masters of North America. 

 

Recommendation 2 was that this Grand Lodge purchase four Membership renewal kits 

and that a Grand Lodge committee be formed and directed to travel to the constituent 

lodges to train in the use of these kits. 

 

Recommendation 3 was that the Warden’s Retreat become a permanent event with a 

committee appointed to continue its development. 

 

The Committee on Finance has met and has reviewed each of these recommendations and 

would like to report that they recommend that these recommendations be adopted. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Thomas K. Black, Chairman 

Don H. Dinkel 

John H. Dolenc 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It’s been regularly moved and seconded that the 2
nd

 Report of the 

Finance Committee be adopted and motion carried. 
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3
rd

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

The Segregation and Reference Committee referred Recommendation No. 4 to the 

Finance Committee for review and recommendation.  That recommendation of the Grand 

Master was that per capita dues be increased by $1.00 to help offset the cost of publishing 

and mailing the Grand Lodge Bulletin.  The Committee on Finance had discussed this 

individual recommendation, had reviewed it, and does recommend that this 

recommendation be adopted. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Thomas K. Black, Chairman 

Don H. Dinkel 

John H. Dolenc 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: The report is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved, and seconded that this 3
rd

 Report of the 

Finance Committee be adopted, and motion is carried. 
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BALANCE SHEET DECEMBER 31, 1992 
 

 ASSETS   

CURRENT ASSETS    

  CASH IN GENERAL FUND   

 CHECKING - FNB $  1,696.85  

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT - FNB 6,224.63  

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT -NBA 24,352.34  

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT – KB 50,361.45  

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT – DW 8,585.64  

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT – NR 16,948.96  

    

 TOTAL GENERAL FUND CASH  $108,169.77 

    

 CASH IN PERMANENT FUND:   

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT – NBA 52,294.66  

 CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT – FNB 32,917.69  

    

 TOTAL PERMANENT FUND CASH  85, 212.35 

    

 

ACCOUNT RECEIVABLE –CONSTITUENT 

LODGES 37,955.45  

 

INVESTMENT IN NBA – 166 SHARE OF 

STOCK 1,330.00  

 INVENTORIES – MASONIC SUPPLIES 12,693.30  

 PREPAID EXPENSES 4,569.29 56,212.35 

    

 TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  249,930.16 

    

 FIXED ASSETS – NET OF DEPRECIATION  10,785.74 

    

   $  260,715.90 

    

 LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH   

CURRENT LIABILITES    

 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE $  3,416.25  

 COMMENORATIVE PRINTS - GRAINGER 4,181.49  

 GEO WASHINGTON NATIONAL MEM ASSN 280.00  

 ACCRUED PAYROLL TAXES 73.17  

    

 TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES  $  7,950.91 

    

NET WORTH    

 GENERAL FUND BALANCE 167,587.39  

 PERMANENT FUND BALANCE 85,177.60  

    

 TOTAL NET WORTH  252.764.99 

   $  260,715.90 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME CALENDAR YEAR 1992 
    

  GENERAL PERMANENT 

  FUND FUND 

    

INCOME    

  GRAND LODGE PER CAPITA $  35,510.00  

 FEES FOR DEGREE CONFERRALS 740.00  

 FEES FOR AFFILIATIONS 780.00  

 FEES FOR PETITIONERS FOR DEGREES 2,750.00  

    

 TOTAL OPERATING INCOME 36,780.00  

 MEDALLIONS, COINS, & PINS (  646.20)  

 SALE OF MASONIC MATERIALS – NET 798.25  

 MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 10.00  

 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS  $  18,421.88 

 INTEREST AND DIVIDEND INCOME 5,802.64 3,423.15 

    

 TOTAL INCOME $  42,744.69   $  21,845.03 

    

EXPENSES    

 GRAND MASTER’S EXPENSE ALLOWANCE 965.40  

 GRAND MASTER’S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 1,000.00  

 ARRANGEMENTS COMM – ANNUAL COMM 3,238.38  

 PRINTING & BINDING – PROCEEDINGS 1,215.35  

 ENTERTAINMENT OF VISITORS 640.40  

 INSURANCE 5,350.79  

 PAST GRAND MASTER’S REGALIA 606.60  

 GRAND SECRETARY’S EXPENSE ALLOWANCE 2,143.56  

 GRAND SECRETARY’S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 600.00  

 OFFICE SALARIES 9,000.00  

 PAYROLL TAXES 885.84  

 FEES – LEGAL & AUDIT 875.00  

 OFFICE RENT 4,902.00  

 OFFICE SUPPLIES & EXPENSE 590.41  

 POSTAGE 815.89  

 TELEPHONE EXPENSE 786.58  

 PRINTING EXPENSE 1,713.74  

 COMM ON FRATERAL RECOGNITION 15.00  

 MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION 300.00  

 GRAND MASTERS & GRAND SECY CONF 380.00  

 DEPRECIATION EXPENSE 779.16  

 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 275.07  

 WARDENS’ RETREAT (  431.49)  

 COMMITTEE MASONIC RESEARCH 890.15  

    

 TOTAL EXPENSES 37,537.83  

    

 NET INCOME (DEFICIT) FOR YEAR $   5,206.86 $  21,845.03 
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 FUNDS BALANCE BEGINNING OF YEAR 162,380.53 63,332.57 

    

 FUNDS BALANCE END OF YEAR $ 167,587.39 $ 85,177.60 
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OPERATING BUDGET GENERAL FUND CALENDAR 
YEAR 1992 

 
    

 ACTUAL  ACTUAL  OVER 

 BUDGET EXPENDED (UNDER) 

 1992 1992 BUDGET 

EXPENSES    

GRAND MASTER’S EXPENSE ALLOWANCE $  1,000.00 $    965.40 $  (    34.60) 

GRAND MASTER’S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE  1,000.00 $  1,000.00  

ARRANGEMENTS COMM – ANNUAL COMM 3,000.00 3,238.38 238.38 

PRINTING & BINDING – PROCEEDINGS 2,500.00 1,215.35 (1,284.65) 

INSURANCE 5,000.00 5,350.79 350.79 

RECEPTION OF VISITORS 1,000.00 640.40  (   359.60) 

PAST GRAND MASTER’S REGALIA 500.00 606.60 106.60 

CHARITY 100.00  (   100.00) 

    

SUB – TOTAL I $14, 100.00 $13,016.92 $ (1,083.08) 

    

    

GRAND SECRETARY’S EXPENSE ALLOWANCE 3,400.00 2,143.56 (1,256.44) 

GRAND SECRETARY’S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 600.00 600.00  

GRAND LODGE EXPENSE    

    OFFICE SALARIES 9,000.00 9,000.00  

    PAYROLL TAXES 950.00 885.84 (     64.16) 

    FEES – LEGAL & AUDIT 1,000.00 875.00 (   125.00) 

    OFFICE RENT 4,902.00 4,902.00  

    OFFICE SUPPLIES & EXPENSE 600.00 590.41 (       9.59) 

    POSTAGE 800.00 815.89 15.89 

    TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 935.00   

    TELEPHONE EXPENSE 750.00 786.58 36.58 

    TAXES 15.00 30.00 15.00 

    PRINTING EXPENSE 2,000.00 1,713.74 (   286.26) 

DUES EXPENSE:    

    COMM ON FRATERNAL ERECOGNITION 15.00 15.00  

    MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION 300.00 300.00  

    GRAND MASTERS & GRAND SEC’Y CONFERENCE 225.00 380.00 155.00 

DEPRECIATION EXPENSE 1,000.00 779.16 (   220.84) 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 200.00 245.07 45.07 

WARDENS’ RETREAT  (   431.49) (   431.49) 

COMMITTEE ON MASONIC RESEARCH  890.15 890.15 

    

SUB – TOTAL II $26,692.00 $24,520.91 $  (2,171.09) 

    

GRAND TOTALS $40,792.00 $37,537.83 $  (3,254.17) 
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COMPARISON OF ANNUAL BUDGETS CALENDAR 
YEARS 1992 AND 1993  

 
    

 ACTUAL  PROPOSED INCREASE 

 BUDGET BUDGET DECREASE 

 1992 1993  

EXPENSES    

GRAND MASTER’S EXPENSE ALLOWANCE $  1,000.00 $  1,000.00  

GRAND MASTER’S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE  1,000.00 1,000.00  

FRATERNAL RECOGNITION CONFERENCE    

MASONIC RESEARCH AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE    

ARRANGEMENTS COMM – ANNUAL COMM 3,000.00 3,000.00  

PRINTING & BINDING – PROCEEDINGS 2,500.00 2,500.00  

INSURANCE 5,000.00 5,000.00  

RECEPTION OF VISITORS 1,000.00 1,000.00  

PAST GRAND MASTER’S REGALIA 500.00 500.00  

CHARITY 100.00 100.00  

    

SUB – TOTAL I $14, 100.00 $14, 100.00  

    

    

GRAND SECRETARY’S EXPENSE ALLOWANCE 3,400.00 3,400.00  

GRAND SECRETARY’S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 600.00 600.00  

GRAND LODGE EXPENSE    

    OFFICE SALARIES 9,000.00 9,000.00  

    PAYROLL TAXES 950.00 950.00  

    FEES – LEGAL & AUDIT 1,000.00 1,000.00  

    OFFICE RENT 4,902.00 5,340.00 438.00 

    OFFICE SUPPLIES & EXPENSE 600.00 600.00  

    TAXES 15.00 15.00  

    POSTAGE 800.00 800.00  

    TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 935.00 935.00  

    TELEPHONE EXPENSE 750.00 750.00  

    PRINTING EXPENSE 2,000.00 2,000.00  

DUES EXPENSE:    

    COMM ON FRATERNAL ERECOGNITION 15.00 15.00  

    MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION 300.00 300.00  

    GRAND MASTERS & GRAND SEC’Y CONFERENCE 225.00 225.00  

DEPRECIATION EXPENSE 1,000.00 1,000.00  

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 200.00 200.00  

    

SUB – TOTAL II $26,692.00 $27,130.00 $ 438.00 

    

GRAND TOTALS $40,792.00 $41,230.00 $438.00 
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ESTIMATED CASH FUNDS AVAILABLE CALENDAR 
YEAR 1993 

 
   

 GENERAL PERMANENT 

 FUND FUND 

INCOME   

    GRAND LODGE PER CAPITA $33,500.00  

    FEES FOR DEGREE CONFERRALS  520.00  

FEES FOR AFFILIATIONS 850.00  

FEES FOR PETITIONERS FOR DEGREES – NET 1,750.00  

   

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME 36,620.00  

   

SALE OF MASONIC MATERIALS – NET 800.00  

CONTRIBUTIONS – PERMANENT FUND  $  7,500.00 

INTEREST AND DIVIDEND INCLOME 5,250.00 3,000.00 

   

TOTAL INCOME $42,670.00 $10,500.00 

   

OPERATING EXPENSES   

SUB TOTAL I EXPENSES 14,130.00  

SUB TOTAL II EXPENSES 27,130.00  

   

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $ 41,230.00  

   

NET INCOME FOR YEAR $  1,440.00 $ 10,500.00 

   

CASH IN FUNDS  JANUARY 1, 1993 108,169.77 85,212.32 

   

ESTIMATED CASH IN FUNDS DECEMBER 31, 1993 $109,609.77 $97,612.35 

   

   

 



 56 

Masonic Research and Education 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

First, I would like to thank the Most Worshipful Grand Master for trying to keep me busy 

this year.  He was quite successful.   

 

I didn’t make as many visitations as I would have liked, circumstances beyond my 

control.  The success of book sales wasn’t exactly great but we did sell a few and have 

replaced all that were sold with a few more.  The sales from the 1992 Grand Lodge 

session was approximately $900 since then those from visitations was about $400.  All of 

these have been replaced and I would like to hand over these boxes of books to my 

successor in this endeavor. 

 

The way a Mason comes to light is to read for his education and more light in Masonry.  

One way to get good material for that education is from the books of the Research and 

Education Committee.  There are books available and if a book you desire is not on the 

list contact a member of the Research and Education Committee and I am sure that he can 

get it for you. 

 

Again, it was indeed a pleasure serving you Most Worshipful Grand Master and I 

sincerely hope you well in your endeavors. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Russell A. Burnett, Chairman 

John W. Casey 

Warren R. Little 

Lee O. Seagondollar 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is accepted 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be adopted for the record 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been moved and seconded that the Report of the Masonic 

Research and Education Committee be adopted.  It is carried. 
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Masonic Public Relations 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I would like to present the Public Relations Committee 

Report. 

 

Due to the financial constraints placed on this committee we were unable to complete all 

the work that we had set out to do at the beginning of the year.  The Committee sent four- 

hundred letters to constituent lodge members informing them of the Grand Master’s visit 

to their representative lodges.  This is approximately eighteen-hundred letters short of our 

target goal, one letter to each lodge member in our Grand Lodge Jurisdiction. 

 

Sixteen letters were sent with news releases to various new media in an effort to publicize 

the Grand Master’s visit and educate the public about Masonry in general and the Grand 

Lodge in particular.  The goal for this year was to send two-hundred and fifty letters to 

the media.  The Committee sent our thirty-nine letters to various public institutions 

informing of the Grand Lodge cornerstone ceremony and Very Worshipful Brother 

Henry Ferguson and Worshipful Brother John Dolenc have tentatively arranged for a 

cornerstone ceremony at the Palmer Job Corps building on September 11
th

 of 1993. 

 

Considerable progress has been made with some of the school districts, local, state, and 

federal government entities throughout the State.  Although we have not received any 

firm commitments at this time, the Committee feels that continuation of this Committee 

endeavor will bear fruit in the future. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

RW John C. Peck, Chairman 

VW Henry R. Ferguson 

W James D. Grubbs 

 

MW Grand Master, I’d like to submit this report to Grand Lodge. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report will be received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I’d like to move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that the Report of the 

Public Relations Committee be adopted.  Your report is adopted. 
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Public Schools 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Shortly after Grand Lodge in 1992, I contacted all the committee members and we 

distributed a letter to each Lodge requesting information that they, of any activity that 

they may have with public schools and asked them to get that information back to us, 

which they did.  Four Lodges responded with a program, and that is Glacier Lodge No. 

10, Kenai Lodge No. 11, Valdez Lodge No. 4, and Matanuska Lodge No. 7. 

 

Any other Lodges that have a program, they failed to get the information to me.  We then 

turned around and sent the summary of each one of these programs back to each Lodge 

with the encouragement that they too may do something in the community with public 

schools. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alfred B. Cratty, Chairman 

Earl E. Frank 

Mitchell R. Miller 

 

MW Grand Master, I present this report for acceptance. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report will be accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that it be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that the Report of the 

Public Schools Committee be adopted, and carried. 

 

 

DeMolay 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

The DeMolay organization in Alaska has not done well this last year.  Only two chapters 

are meeting and they’re not regularly.  I hope the brethren will understand that this report 

was made in November.  The valleys of DeMolay are not (garbled) themselves.  They 

need help in the many areas that could be the cause.  To name the few: one, the school 

activities are such that they tend to take up much time.  This we can not object, however, 

we believe there are those young men who do not participate in sports or other activities 

who would find it interesting. 
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There seems to be a definite need for advisors.  Most of the Masons in the area are busy 

people who are committed to so many activities it is difficult to find time for one more.  

However, for those who do have some time to give to DeMolay, DeMolay would 

welcome the help. 

 

To sum up the report Arctic Chapter in Fairbanks is meeting at irregular intervals and has 

managed to initiate new members in the month of December.  Mat-Su Chapter in Palmer 

is hoping to get something started again and the Master Councilor is doing very well and 

is looking forward to a much better year and Anchorage Chapter has not at this writing 

been able to get the Chapter moving.  Kenai Chapter advisors have requested the Chapter 

be closed.  This procedure will start as soon as possible. 

 

This Committee believes if we are to keep the DeMolay organization active in Alaska it 

is time to forget the past and begin a new future for DeMolay.  This organization 

provides activities and programs that do not stop with Dad advisors but continue to help 

and guide a young man after he reaches adulthood.  It would seem that we as Masons 

should take a closer look at what it provides for the young people of our state.  DeMolay 

needs our help brethren.  If you know of someone in your lodge who would be willing to 

give his time please direct his attention to one of chapter advisors in your area or contact 

the State Executive Officer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lloyd W. Triggs, Chairman 

Donald W. Winters 

Frank L. Dickinson 

 

I’ve asked the Grand Master to give me a few moments to explain a few things that have 

happened since this report was made and which I am very proud.  I’ve contacted the 

chairman of the advisory council in the Anchorage Chapter and he has assured me that on 

the 21
st
 of February of this year, 1993, he will initiate at least eight members in the 

Anchorage Chapter and possibly twelve.  He has assurance of eight and there are four 

more petitions that he has in his hands.  And, I’m just overwhelmed with this.  It’s been 

two years that Anchorage Chapter has done anything and I’m so pleased to hear this. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report will be received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Brethren it has been moved and seconded that the Report of the 

DeMolay Committee be adopted.  Your report is adopted. 
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Bylaws 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

The members of the Committee on Bylaws submit the following report: 

 

April 1992:  Approved an amendment to the Bylaws of Aurora Lodge No. 15 to change 

their stated communication date and place of meeting. 

 

November 1992:  Approved the Bylaws of Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18 to conform to the 

requirements of the Grand Lodge of Alaska. 

 

January 1993:  Approved an amendment to change the life membership program of 

Matanuska Lodge No. 7.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alfred B. Cratty, Chairman 

Earl E. Frank 

Mitchell R. Miller 

 

MW Grand Master, the Committee on Bylaws asks that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: It is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, the Committee on Bylaws moves that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this  

report of the Committee on Bylaws be adopted. Your report is adopted. 
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REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

 

Report of Grand Chaplain (Necrology)  
 

We remember these brethren who have laid down their working tools, as reported by the 

Constituent Lodges in their monthly reports for 1992 

 

Eternal God 

We praise you for the great company of all those Masonic Brothers who have finished 

their course in faith and now rest from their labor. 

We praise you for those dear to us whom we name in our hearts before you. 

Especially we praise you for whom you have graciously received into your presence 

 

To all of these grant your peace. 

Let perpetual light shine upon them: and help us so to believe where we have not seen, 

that your presence may lead us through our ears, into the joy of your home not made with 

hands, but eternal in the heavens. 

Amen 

 

White Pass Lodge No. 1  

John Lawrence Alter, PM December 31, 1991 

  

Anvil Lodge No. 2  

Robert Floyd Smith August 19, 1990 

Carl Oscar Mickleson, PM May 31, 1992 

Johnnie George James September 6, 1992 

  

Tanana Lodge No. 3  

William Friars Hanshaw May 30, 1989 

William George Schneider January 9, 1992 

Howard Gladstone Hughes January 31, 1992 

Arthur Leslie Nerland, PM February 17, 1992 

Ivan Lewis Haines April 14, 1992 

James Orlando Beckman June 1, 1991 

Edwin George Howard June 5, 1992 

  

Valdez Lodge No. 4  

Henry Norman Kvalvik February 9, 1992 

  

Mt. McKinley Lodge No. 5  

John Walter Williams July 20, 1992 

Carl Sellers Baehr September 20, 1992 

  

Seward Lodge No. 6  

Elton J. Lewis December 2, 1992 
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Matanuska Lodge No. 7  

Eugene Guy Turner December 28, 1991 

Theodore Atwater April 6, 1992 

Milner Leslie Maynard, PM December 21, 1992 

  

Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8  

Harold Fred Gallwas February 22, 1992 

Joseph David Cline, Jr., PM April 11, 1992 

Keith Alan Morgan, PM July 7, 1992 

Henry Ford Dunnaway August 12, 1992 

Perry Nathaniel Burkhart December 1, 1992 

Jerry Paul Willis December 12, 1992 

  

Kodiak Lodge No. 9  

Gregory Furin February 2, 1992 

  

Glacier Lodge No. 10  

Robert Emmett Curtis May 5, 1992 

William Thomas Criner June 3, 1992 

Dan Edward Bissonette August 8, 1992 

  

Eagle River Lodge No. 13  

Louis Victor Kuster September 19, 1992 

  

Anchorage Lodge No. 17  

Harold Robert Anderson December 31, 1991 

Charles Walter Irwin, PM January 26, 1992 

Fred William Johnson February 2, 1992 

Dale Charles Decker March 5, 1992 

Joseph David Cline, Jr., PM April 11, 1992 

Dale R. Grimm May 12, 1992 

Vernon Allen Conway May 21, 1992 

Melvin R. Rokeberg June 13, 1992 

Norman Hayes September 17, 1992 

Charley Walter October 21, 1992 

Thomas William Cark November 12, 1992 

 Maynard Loren Taylor, Jr. November 23, 1992 

  

Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18  

Henry Strong Barton May 18, 1992 

Glenn Hamilton Morgan September 15, 1992 

 

 

Our condolences go the family and friends of each of these Brethren 
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They may be gone from us, but they are not forgotten. 

 

Memorial Prayer 
 

first part not audible …in your Holy Name as we lift your word up, as we swear 

our allegiance and our faith to our Almighty God, our Grand Architect of 

the Universe.  We know heavenly Father that we have only this day.  We’re 

grateful for those who have passed by in our lives that are no longer here 

upon this earth with us and we know that someday if our faith is steadfast; if 

we believe in Thee and Thy Almighty Son that we too will stand along side of 

you for eternity, in a house not made with hands.  Bless these families, 

Father, now as each of us as individuals to seek them out, check upon their 

welfare, assist them in all their days upon this earth that we too might be 

able to assist in your Word. 

 

We pray heavenly Father for this Grand Lodge that each one of us as we 

stand here today gladly know that tomorrow may not be here, so we ask that 

you would bless our lives and use us to all of your glory, because we ask it 

in Thy Holy Name, Amen. 
 

Eugene M. Mockerman 

Grand Chaplain 

 

 

Report of Grand Lecturer 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

As Grand Lecturer I was charged by the Grand Master to (garbled) observe and 

participate in the floor work of the Lodge.  I attended several of the local Lodges and 

participated in their activities.  I report to this Grand Lodge as follows: 

 

The quality of the floor work within the Lodges, as a whole, is acceptable.  The Lodges 

could pay a bit more attention to detail and more ardent pursuit of excellence.  The 

Lodges are doing a fine job by exemplifying the ideals of Masonry.  A visitor always 

finds the work of Brotherly Love in an Alaskan Lodge.  All those know that sympathy(?) 

from an Alaskan Lodge is as unique an experience as to be an Alaskan. 

 

The Grand Master had me carry a message to the Lodges I visited.  The message was 

simple; brethren address your lodge, rules, codes, bylaws, and constitutions.  Make them 

reflection of the reality of (garbled). 
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Changes prompted by the Grand Master’s edicts were and are a stimulus to action.  I 

believe most of the brethren came to realize the soundness of the Grand Master’s 

thinking. 

 

Summary: The lectures and esoteric work of the Lodges (garbled) of this Jurisdiction 

continue to introduce the novice in Masonry with the best traditions of the Craft. 

 

Humbly submitted and praying for acceptance, 

 

David A. Hunt 

Grand Lecturer 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is accepted and thank you. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been moved, seconded, and passed. 

 

 

Report of Grand Orator 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Masons of Alaska, Distinguished Guests, and my Brothers, I would like to speak to you 

regarding the subject very dear to me and most positive one of the most winning attempts 

at this Annual Communication.  This address is called Masonry and what it means to you 

or what it should mean to you, and what it means to me. 

 

… (garbled) the Grand Lodge Officers in this past Masonic year (garbled) subject tie into 

Masonry and what it should mean to me and to you as a Mason and as a citizen.  After 

going and speaking all year regarding Masonry, I would like to pass on to you rather my 

opinion what Masonry should mean and what it means to me personally. 

 

We will all remember the greatest and most important experience in our lives.  And, that 

was when we applied to our home lodge and was solemnly brought to the Great Light 

when raised and made a Mason.  We all remember that outside of our relationships is 

serious and to the relationship to our families rested the most valued fellowship of thy 

entire experience. 

 

Now Masonry has meant many things to me. One, is that my mother in my psych class 

helps the men in one of the (garbled) things that he will ever have to face, namely the 

problems of life.  Remember how we have solved our problems in fellowship by the 

strength we receive from other strong people.  I can think of many times I, as a Mason, 

have gone to my Lodge to work or to a meeting just completely stressed out from the 

pressures of life in of my work, when I was on active duty for a short period of time, and 
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once in awhile, some of my brethren and their fellowship would help me reduce my 

tensions.  I don’t feel that I ever met a man and a Masonic brother who was tense.  He 

may have gone before he came in and he may be after he goes home but while in there he 

was not tense because there is a spirit right out of this (garbled) and release tension and 

we have become very relaxed. 

 

Masonry means to me the ones (garbled) to be as a citizen.  It is wrong to hear any 

particulars of the high ideals of a Mason as a citizen different from those of the citizen 

who is not a Mason.  As a matter of fact they may not differ, but they are of every reason 

why the Masons have created Masonic membership, his loyalty, his obligation, and his 

Masonic character who is intent to be a good citizen of the country in which he lives. 

 

We are our world, our children, and their charge given to us, these are similar works.  In 

this state you are to be quite a (garbled), true to your government, and just to your 

country.  We are not to countenance this law of (garbled) rebellion, that to patiently 

submit to liberal thought, to conform to the government of the country, and (garbled).  

Should that not also be on the list of our Masonic fraternity? 

 

A great lesson of life is taught in the Master Mason degree.  This is integrity, fidelity to 

trust, staunch loyalty to be in the face of the (garbled) most severe impatience.  

Remember brethren the charge to us we heard your virtue, honor, and reputation are 

concerned are supporting this integrity, dignity, character you now bear.  Let no motive 

therefore, make you swerve from your duties, violate your vows, or betray your trust.  

True the vows of (garbled) trusting (garbled) here are those remembered lives. 

 

It is well understood in Masonic Lodges that politics are never to be discussed.  This law 

is so well known in most cases are varied is not written in most lodge bylaws.  It comes 

down to us six of the old charges in which accepts those that private piques or quarrels 

must be gone therein the lodge.  To do that (garbled) and we must never, never let it 

happen.  We are Masons and we meet on the level and we part on the square.  A real 

Mason will not wrong any man more especially another Mason. 

 

Underlying all Masonic truths, as a Masonic (garbled) are those meant when it is said to a 

newly raised Master Mason, you are now bound (garbled) honor, gratitude, to be faithful 

to the trust, to support the dignity of your character upon every occasion and to endorse 

(garbled) every example obedience to the tenants of our order. 

 

We as Masons should be a better (garbled) to the non-Mason because we know better, 

have been taught, and have pledged our sacred trust.  Masonry, brother, teaches us that 

men are Masons in the true sense of the word and Masonry should mean more to us than 

just words.  It should mean action.  It means putting into practice the teachings of 

Masonry.  We should and we must be doers of the word and not (garbled). 

 

This brings to mind a short story about two fellows traveling to a town to go through the 

woods way back in Alaska and a big bear rushed upon them.  One of the travelers 

happened to be in the truck and he seizes hold of the branches of the tree and hid himself 



66 

 

in the leaves.  The other sent no help for him.  William set right on the ground in the 

station of death; the bear coming upon him put his muzzle close to his own (garbled) but 

at last with a growl shook his head and slaps off.  The fellow comes down out of the tree 

to his comrade and laughingly said “what was it that must have been whispered to you?”  

He told me, said the other, never trust a friend who deserts you in time of trouble.  We as 

true Masons should never be willing to desert a brother in trouble, no matter the cause of 

trouble. 

 

I have been thinking these past few days what Masonry means to me personally.  It 

means that I have opened to a spiritual kinship with my fellow Masons where I can 

practice every word indeed.  To forgive and forget (garbled) my brethren, to pass the 

(garbled) to care for the cripple, be (garbled) for the sick, to be fair and just to all.  

(garbled) no matter where I may travel, I am welcomed to visit the place (garbled) among 

brothers and friends.  It also means that my loved ones, my home, my household are 

under the protection of every member of this great fraternity as they have also gone to 

protect and to defend mine just as I have sworn to protect them theirs. 

 

This is not like the old high school when I entered the military to protect and defend this 

country against all foreign aggressors and to keep the faith and flag of our country.  

Brethren, this is the same flag that we as Masons present in our lodges and salute each 

time to our Masonic brethren.  (garbled) which I have just stated would carry me 

(garbled) even to no thought of  my own.  Brethren, (garbled) will be stretched to assist 

me in my necessities. 

 

Masonry teaches us morality, justice, equality, education, plus many, many other assets.  

Our first duty is to God, to our country, then to our family, our neighbors, and then and 

only then to ourselves.  Brethren, who put themselves first, will never be successful both 

personally and professionally.  

 

And, I would like to end with this short story about a friend and I discovered to be a 

Mason who did not put himself first in coming to the aid of another friend.  When his 

friend was shot down in Vietnam, a rescue mission was being formed; he was the first 

one of that troop of that.  He wanted to assist to get him out safe. (garbled) the helicopter.  

It couldn’t land because of the enemy infested jungle where he led them to the (garbled) 

to save his son.  He personally rescued and put his son in his arms to (garbled) to another 

waiting aircraft (garbled) he recovered. 

 

Now my brethren, that mission to save his friend he paid the ultimate sacrifice with his 

life and I found out later he was a Mason.  His friend was not a Mason then, but his son 

has become one. Every time, I visit the Vietnam Memorial and run my hand over his 

name, I now call him son and Brother for I was the son who (garbled) that day.  In my 

humble opinion, for what it is worth, that is what Masonry means to me.  Thank you my 

brethren. 
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Respectfully submitted 

 

W Bobby W. Alexander 

Grand Orator 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report will be accepted. 

 

 

Report of Grand Historian  
 

No report from the Grand Historian was received at the time of publication. 

 

 

Charters and Dispensations 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee of Charters and Dispensations regret to report that there have been no 

requests for dispensations in the form of a new lodge or were there any charters issued. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Milton M. Routzahn, Chairman 

Warren Pruett 

 

MW Grand Master, I recommend that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that it be adopted for inclusion in the Proceedings. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved, seconded, and carried. 

 

 

Publications 
 

No report from the Publications Committee was received at the time of publication 
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Report of Segregations and Reference Committee 
 

 

1
st
 Report 

 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee of Segregation and Reference to whom was referred the Grand 

Master’s Message have considered the same and make the following recommendations: 

 

That the Grand Master’s Message be accepted except that portion of the 

Recommendations 1 through 4 be referred to the Finance Committee. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

E. L. “Roy” Foss 

Francis Hess 

 

MW Grand Master, I request that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report it received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be accepted (adopted). 

 

MW Grand Master: Motion made, seconded, and adopted. 

 

 

2
nd

 Report 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

We the Committee of Segregation and Reference to whom was referred the Grand 

Secretary’s Report have considered the same and make the following recommendations: 

 

That the Report be accepted as printed with that portion of the report pertaining to 

financial matters be referred to the Finance Committee.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

E. L. “Roy” Foss 

Francis Hess 
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MW Grand Master, I request that this report be received. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report it received. 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Motion made, seconded, and adopted. 

 

 

Alaska Library and Museum Foundation 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

The members of the board of trustees wish to submit the following report.  The 

treasurer’s report as of January 14
th

, 1993, is as follows: 

 

Our operating expense for the year (garbled) P.O. Box $49.00. 

Our true operating expense $80.53  

Memorial funds: We have the George Ballum(?), Ron Nash, Cecil Clift, and Neil Bassett 

memorial funds, today they totaled $2,920.00. 

This year we earned with our raffle a net profit $8,292.43. 

We have other donations totaling $630.53. 

Checking account in the National Bank of Alaska showed we have $3,360.91 totaling 

$15,203.85. 

 

Our total cash worth, no outstanding debts, is $15,203.85.  This does not include the 

value of the property that we own down on the Kenai, roughly $5,000.00 estimated 

worth.  But we are happy to report $15,203.85 today. 

 

Your 1992 Board of Directors  

President John C. Ingram, Vice President Leslie R. Little, Secretary Peter E. Nilles, 

Treasurer Robert L. Van Huss.  Other members of the board Fred V. Angleton, Richard 

D. Bender, Mitchell R. Miller, Robert M. Parkins, Glenn W. Pruett, and G. Rex Plunkett. 

 

The Alaska Museum and Library Foundation (ed. Note: Alaska Library and Museum 

Foundation) has met the past year in Anchorage at the Alaska Shrine Temple Mosque in 

the fine conference rooms.  We expressed appreciation to the Shrine for their generous 

contribution to use their fine facilities. 

 

The next scheduled meeting is Saturday March 20
th

, 1993.  This will be the annual 

meeting and the election of officers and board.  We encourage you to attend. 
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The successful raffle of the 1952 Desoto donated to the Foundation by Brother Robert M. 

Parkins was the largest increase of our financial standing to date; 1980 tickets were sold.  

Expenses were $1,607.59 and net profit $8,294.41. 

 

A big thank you to your lodge representatives and the brothers and friends who helped 

with this worthwhile endeavor, especially Pete Nellie who kept accurate accounting 

records. 

 

The board of trustees still hope to work with a trans-national group to develop a program 

of return address labels underway to create more needed funds.  Upon receipt of the 

labels, we’re to participate in our endeavors. 

 

Brother Wendal H. Kuecker, though not an elective member of the board, still offers his 

expertise whenever needed.  Thanks Brother Wendy. 

 

We are sure in our next year, in our annual report presented to you, it would be much 

more encouraging.  This statement be made upon several meetings that we have been 

having and continued to have with perspective contributors to our foundation. 

 

We can encourage you to attend the meetings of the board with constructive ideas, 

volunteer to be spokesmen in your lodges and communities which we live, and help us to 

make the foundation grow and prosper. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John C. Ingram, President 

 

MW Grand Master, I move for the acceptance of this report. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is accepted. 

 

 

Alaska Masonic Research Association 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

There were no major activities in this organization in 1992 other than a commitment of 

$3,000 to assist the publication of the Grand Lodge Bulletin for the year.  There is one 

money making project in progress and that is the sale of plastic holders for the Grand 

Lodge medallions which has been minted annually since the Grand Lodge inception. 

 

It is my opinion if AMRA is to continue as a violable organization, a new membership 

drive should be established immediately.  The treasurer’s report showed only $65.00 in 

dues collection in 1992, an increase in membership would be beneficial. 
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I would also like to quote from Vice President Henry T. Dunbar’s report of last year, all 

members of the Grand Lodge must be drastically informed of where we are, where we 

have been, and where we intend to go.  I believe we can benefit by following his advice.  

Attached, you will find a copy of the Treasurer’s report as submitted to me by Most 

Worshipful Charles I. Gregg, Treasurer of AMRA. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert L. Van Huss, 

President 

Alaska Masonic Research Association 

 

MW Grand Master, I ask that this report be accepted. 

 

MW Grand Master: Your report is accepted. 

 

Report presented by Marvin B. Fitzpatrick, newly elected President of the Alaska 

Masonic Research Association 

 

 

Awards 
 

James A. Williams Award 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 
MW James A. Williams presented the recipient of the James A. Williams Award for 
honoring the Alaska Lodge with the largest number of Master Masons raised, to 
Matanuska Lodge No. 7 for the year 1992. 
 

 

Buckley C. Hazen Award 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 
MW Byron C. Jenkins presented the recipient of the Buckley C. Hazen Award for the 
largest percentage membership growth to North Pole No. 16 for the year 1992. 
 
 

Special Research  
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 
 
To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 

 

This Special Committee’s purpose was to look into the possibility of forming a research 

lodge of Alaska.  Our research lodge’s functions are to implement bylaws, where to meet, 
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and how often. A good amount of literature from other jurisdictions and many great 

answers came back.  Some research lodges are having a hard time existing on account of 

the small membership and hence, have a hard time getting officers and papers to discuss 

or print.  Others are doing a great job.  These others have large memberships but 

sometimes have trouble with officers. 

 

With membership of the Grand Lodge of Alaska, after setting the situation and 

contemplating, what should we do?  It is my opinion at this time to forego any research 

lodge in Alaska, at this time.  I know many of you have offered help and service but how 

long will just a few last with the burden of writing, reading, and distributing literature 

about Masonic subjects whether it be history, literature, or whatever. 

 

I therefore don’t think it is expedient to form a research lodge at this time. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Russell A. Burnett, Chairman 

 

MW Grand Master, I move that this report be adopted for the record. 

 

MW Grand Master, It is received for the record. 

 

MW Grand Master: It has been moved and seconded for the adoption of his report and 

motion carried.  
 
 



 73 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

 

Grand Lodge of Alaska Corporation Annual 
Meeting 

 

MW GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF ALASKA 
 
Annual Membership Meeting 
 
February 7, 1992 
 
The Annual Membership Meeting was called to order by President Leslie R. Little, 
pursuant to the corporation bylaws, at 4:30 p.m. at the Westmark Fairbanks Hotel in 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
 
All officers and several other members were present, thereby establishing a quorum. 
 
There was no old business to conduct. 
 
The membership approved the transactions made during the just-concluded Eleventh 
Annual Communication.  It was requested that such approval be made a matter of the 
record. 
 
New business consisted only of installing the following 1992 officers: 
 

President Leslie R. Little 
Vice President John H. Grainger 
Secretary-Treasurer Richard D. Bender 
Director Howard N. Hobbs 
Director Henry T. Dunbar 

 
There being to further business, motion to adjourn was made by Howard N. Hobbs, 
seconded by John H. Grainger.  Meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
 
 ______________________  __________________ 

President   Vice President 
 
 
 ______________________  __________________ 

Director   Director 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      ___________________ 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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Presentations 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Presentation by Master of Aurora 15, W Steve Lee, to Most Worshipful Leslie R. 

Little, Grand Master 

 

Most Worshipful Brother Les, during the past year Aurora Lodge has presented 

numerous plaques to individuals and businesses, both to show our appreciation as 

Masons for special achievements and more interest in our fraternity through the public 

display of these plaques.  It seems fitting, therefore, to make the last presentation of 1992 

to our Most Worshipful Brother. 

 

This Alaskan birch wood plaque has been laser engraved with an original artwork 

designed by Worshipful Brother James T. Ables.  The scene depicting a glacier with the 

aurora overhead is encircled with the words “Most Worshipful Leslie R. Little, Grand 

Master, Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska, 1992.”  

Engraved on the lower portion of the plaque is the logo of Aurora Lodge No. 15 which 

contains the square and compasses of our Craft.  In the center, supported by hand carved 

walrus ivory rests a gavel crafted of Alaskan jade and moose horn. 

 

The officers and members of Aurora Lodge feel that just as this Most Worshipful Brother 

has proven himself many times an individual of distinction, so too is this plaque and 

gavel truly one of a kind.  It is our hope that you will display this small token of our 

appreciation proudly as you continue your Masonic journey and that it will bring many 

pleasant memories to the times spent as the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Most 

Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska.  

 

 

Presentation by W Stephen L. Cox, to VW John W. Underwood, past Secretary of 

Tanana Lodge No. 3 

 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished guests, Brethren all, I present you VW 

Brother John W. Underwood, who for almost twenty years was the Secretary of Tanana 

Lodge No. 3.  Due to health problems, he had to resign and refused to be re-elected this 

year, but for many years he has helped all the Past Masters and all the brethren through 

the trials and tribulation of being Masters.  He has given us lots of knowledge, lots of 

encouragement, a few little (garbled) now and then of course well deserved.  He has kept 

us straight.  Before that, as a small token of our love and affection for John, I’d like to 

give him this gold pan which says “VW Brother John W. Underwood, in appreciation of 

your many years of dedication to Tanana Lodge No. 3 Free and Accepted Masons and 

serving nearly twenty years as Secretary Emeritus.”  We want to give this to you John. 

Thank you for all the help over the years, Sir 
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Proclamation issued by MW Grand Master Leslie R. Little to RW Ivan J. “Marty” 

Martinez 

 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

A dimit issued by Glacier Lodge No. 10 F. & A. M. of Alaska to Worshipful Brother 

Ivan Jose Martinez dated December 9
th

, 1976 is hereby declared null and void because it 

has never been signed by the brother directed in the body of the dimit.  His dues to said 

Lodge from 1977 through 1992 are waved as were the per capita fees of the Most 

Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska for the same period.  

He is hereby reinstated to full membership in Glacier Lodge No. 10 F. & A. M. in 

Anchorage, Alaska with all the rights and privileges that belong to his status of Past 

Master. 

 

Signed, Leslie R. Little, Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 

of Free and Accepted Masons 

 

MW Grand Master: Brother Grand Marshall would you please conduct this brother to the 

Secretary’s desk to receive his dues card and properly sign it.  With that RW Sir, it will 

be necessary that you go outside and register as a voting delegate of this Grand body. 

 

 

MW Fred V. Angleton presentation to MW E. L. “Roy” Foss, PGM of Washington 

 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, thank you for this time. 

 

Most of you know Most Worshipful Brother Roy Foss was the Grand Master of 

Washington in 1978 and he traveled three times to Alaska.  During his visit in 1978 he 

was presented with a gavel made of ivory and carved in the Nome area.  About twelve 

years ago, Roy busted that gavel, sent it to Nome and for some reason it just showed up 

in my hands today and I have the pleasure of presenting that gavel to Roy Foss  
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Contributions to the Grand Lodge 
 

Contribution From: To: For: Amount 

    

Tanana Lodge No. 3 Grand Lodge Permanent Fund $450.00 

        

White Pass No. 1 Grand Lodge (Garbled) (Garbled) 

        

Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18 Grand Lodge Grand Master’s Travel Fund * $5000.00 

     

  Total: $ 

 

* Grand Master indicated that at his suggestion and consequently at his direction, we will 

establish a new fund within the Grand Lodge Treasury called Grand Lodge Travel Fund 

as opposed to Grand Master’s Travel Fund and any funds that are accumulated within this 

particular fund will be used to offset the travel expenses of our elected Grand Lodge 

Officers.  

 

 

Speeches by Distinguished Guests 
 

Honorable Tom Fink, Mayor of Anchorage Welcome Address 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Good morning on this very brisk morning in Anchorage.  Thank goodness it is a lot less 

brisk than it was yesterday afternoon.   

 

How many here are from outside of Anchorage?  Okay, how many from outside of 

Alaska?  Well, a very, very good turnout, we appreciate you visiting our city.  It’s a tough 

wintertime but by the weekend it should be pleasant. 

 

As Mayor it is a pleasure to welcome you to the Alaska Mason’s Twelfth Annual 

Communication.  On behalf of the community, I extend appreciation to the Masons for 

their community service efforts and the contributions to the local charities. 

 

Those of you visiting Alaska for the first time are getting a real taste of winter what of the 

sunshine as the days are getting longer since December 21
st
.  Here in Anchorage, our 

winters get down to about five and half hours and we’re now up to about seven hours and 

that’s quite a difference in the last six weeks.  Those of us that live here certainly notice it 

very much. 

 

We’re proud of our city, its people, its natural beauty.  Anchorage, and communities, is a 

major metropolitan area.  We have the advantage of having the wilderness at our front 

door. 
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During your visit, I hope you will take advantage of some of the local activities.  We 

have lighted ski trails in town.  Skis can be rented locally.  If you want to think in terms 

of spring and summer, you can go to the Sullivan Area and see the Anchorage boat show 

this week.  It’s open till nine o’clock night through Saturday.  This weekend at the Center 

for the Performing Arts you can enjoy the Anchorage Opera production of Tosca and also 

in concert at the Performing Arts Center is the Belarusky Dance Company.  I think that is 

correct.  

 

I hope that your Annual Communication is productive and successful.  We are happy to 

have you here and hope your weekend here makes Anchorage make you want to return.  

Anything we can do at the Mayor’s Office to make your stay more enjoyable, please call 

on us.  Thank you. 

 

 

RW John Grainger, Response to Mayor’s Address 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished Visitors, Brethren, the Honorable Tom 

Fink, Mayor of Anchorage, on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Alaska and all the 

distinguished visitors to our Twelfth Annual Communication, it is an honor and a 

privilege for me to respond to your warm welcome and gracious hospitality.  Anchorage 

is a great city and we are pleased to be here.  In fact a resolution was passed to hold all 

our Grand Communications in Anchorage, unless an exception is specifically requested 

and approved.   

 

I’m sure you would be pleased to have the convention held in Anchorage, but it is also 

our pleasure and advantage to be here.  Anchorage is centrally located to travel for the 

majority of our Lodges.  We do appreciate the efforts and preparations made to make our 

stay enjoyable and memorable.  Your hospitality has always been great and we 

appreciated you taking the time to come here to welcome us this morning.  Your words of 

welcome have enlightened our spirits.  They have given us a cheerful beginning for our 

Annual Communication. 

 

Again, all of us, Sir, thank you for the kind welcome and thank you Grand Master for the 

privilege of making this response. 

 

 

Elaine Ambrose, International Order for Rainbow Girls 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Thank you Most Worshipful Sir, I am glad and honored to be here today.  The Grand 

Lodge is something that I have always associated with men only and I never dreamed that 

someday I would have the opportunity to speak today to such a great assemblage of men 

and women.  Before you first became interested in the Grand Line, we discussed that 
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perhaps I should come here when you became Grand Master and tell you a little bit about 

Rainbow and what it has meant to me ever a long time ago and I readily agreed. 

 

A long time has passed quickly, quicker than I have imagined and I find myself so 

amazed having this opportunity to thank you on behalf of the Order of Rainbow for Girls.  

I have been associated with Masonry since I can remember.  My first memory was when 

we were in Japan and my father was going to lodge every Thursday.  Then he started 

becoming involved in something called Rainbow Girls on a frequent basis on his free 

Monday evenings. 

 

At first he was just helping to set up the assembly but then he ended up being a Rainbow 

Dad for about two years.  A lot of the girls from (garbled) Assembly No. 1 came by my 

house and as I got to know them better I became more interested in Rainbows.  I was 

encouraged to get information from my father. 

 

I guess that I wanted to become a Rainbow Girl since I was in association with (garbled) 

Assembly No. 1 and I was about five or six years old.  It seemed that I would never 

become twelve years old and eligible to join.  (garbled) people and my father heard it and 

they were starting Friendship Assembly No. 16 and went to a couple of organizational 

meetings.  I was finally initiated into Rainbow just after my twelfth birthday almost five 

years ago  

 

(garbled) though I thought that Rainbows number one was dressing up in formals, hoops, 

and heels and a chance of getting out of doing the dishes once in awhile.  Actually, I 

screamed at the hard work and dedication it takes to be a Rainbow Girl. I had trouble that 

starting at the bottom of the chapter in my Assembly, and worked hard and was able to 

work my way up the ladder and now am Grand Faith of the Grand Assembly of Alaska. 

 

Because of my hard work and dedication I have been firmly imprinted in my mind, I was 

able to decide my school work and goals for life yet to come.  Since then, I have learned 

what it is that seems to draw the girls in Tokyo to the Assembly meetings.  It is hard to 

put it in exact words but I have nothing else been able to put away my fears of talking to 

large groups of people. 

 

When I went to that first organizational meeting, my father had to force me to stand up 

and introduce myself.  There was no way that I would believe that I would be there 

standing and someone told me so a few years ago.  My firm belief that I commented how 

much I changed since I was first initiated and I see the change in other Rainbow Girls 

including my younger sister Elizabeth 

 

I have also learned to be responsible for my actions and obligations and have learned to 

hold my thoughts to myself and try to speak a little softer when I disagree with others, 

which was a difficult lesson for me.  You know my father and I am sure you will agree 

with me that being soft-spoken is not inherent in being an Ambrose. 
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I have been able to meet such outstanding people in this room, Mrs. Little, Mr. 

Alexander, Mr. Tom Black, Tim Jackson, and of course Daddy Parkins and of course my 

own Mother Advisor Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Drinkal and countless others in Tok, 

Alaska who I would not have been able to meet if it had not been for Rainbows. 

 

And so this great fraternity causes true friendships to exist among those whom otherwise 

I would remain a perpetual distance.  It also causes girls to come in contact with the great 

leaders of our society and this can not help but to influence our thinking.  Backing the 

youth organizations is the best they can do because it is there the open minds of 

tomorrow that are found.   

 

The Masonic tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth do not belong just to the main 

organizations but actually belong to the youth also.  To be upright and true are not just 

something my father abode to learn but I too have learned necessary to being successful, 

not successful in terms of money and material things, but successful in peace of mind that 

comes with knowing you are honest and forthright with everyone.  And, successful in the 

satisfaction that comes with the learning that part of which part of your work load is 

perfect. 

 

But, being Masons, you probably don’t know how much you have influence upon the 

youth of today.  (garbled) able (garbled) the lessons you can and use in our everyday life  

The lessons that we are taught in love, religion, nature, mortality, fidelity, patriotism, and 

service are ones that which will remain with us throughout our lives.  We have instruction 

in faith, hope, and charity, which I understand also have special meaning to the Masons 

which you are taught that the greatest of these is charity.  

 

The Masonic Fraternity has meant so very much to me and my family that I wish that it 

was possible for me to thank each and every one of the Masons and Eastern Stars.  We do 

know you and the Eastern Star members are such wonderful people that have to assume 

the greater majority of you are of the same type.  It is not necessary that our meetings be 

crowded with you because we know you are there when we need you, although I must 

admit we would like to have a few of you at our meetings. 

 

Members become such an important part of my own life; I would be ashamed that I 

become too old to be an active member.  I know that a relationship to God is to keep an 

association with Rainbows because it has come to me just as much as it has to them. 

 

Rainbow is an opportunity for girls of all ages and backgrounds to come together and 

learn more about themselves.  It gives us a better preparation in leadership to head into 

the real world to start a life of our own.  Rainbow teaches us leadership skills and self-

respect that otherwise we may not have. 

 

This wonderful fraternity that you have is a priceless thing and one not to be allowed to 

diminish so much at any cost to our future generations of young people. But, I ask of you 

for the International Order of Rainbow for Girls, the Jobs Daughters, and the DeMolay 

boys to take great pride in that you are a member of what I believe is absolutely the 
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greatest fraternity.  I would like for each of you to give yourself a pat on the back because 

you deserve it and I thank each and every one of you for being Masons for sponsoring or 

encouraging young people to believe in old fashion things like love, religion, and 

patriotism; for teaching us the value of true friendship; and for helping us to become a 

responsible, caring, and limitless society. 

 

I only wish that you can see how greatly you really affect our lives by giving us an 

opportunity to give ourselves to go to the need of our help and for letting us see that 

anything can be accomplished.  I learned that the body of the lessons in our ritual to 

everyday life.  We have learned that faith in our dreams, to have hope in those dreams 

that can be fulfilled, and that charity to give to others is true happiness.  Without these 

lessons, I do not think that I would have made it this far and to think it started with a 

small sparkle in my heart to become a Rainbow Girl. 

 

I truly thank each and every one of you for giving me a chance and for having faith in me 

here today.  Thank you very much Mr. Little. 

 

 

MW G. William Oldham, Grand Master of Oregon 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, we’re proud to have you as a member of our Oregon 

Lodge as well.  They even have a few others here that are members in Oregon, I hope so.  

It’s really a pleasure for Oregon to be represented here today and well represented we are 

as you may have noticed.  This is due to the fact of the respect that we hold for Most 

Worshipful Brother Les and also the fact that he has planned a Western Conference here 

for Saturday.  So, we are taking advantage of being here for two things at one time.  

Thank you for that effort.  I would also, at this time, thank you for the courtesies that 

have been extended to the people of Oregon today and in the past.  This is my first time 

to the Grand Lodge of Alaska.  Many of my Brethren have been here a good many times 

before. 

 

It looks like some part of Oregon is here today.  Our Deputy Grand Master lives in 

southern part of Oregon and every time I call him he says that it is snowing again today 

and so he knows what it’s like here. 

 

The fellowship and brotherhood that we’ve had with Alaska over the years has been 

tremendous here, the line of Past Grand Masters sitting back there we know most of them 

on a first-name basis and we are really proud of that.  We have a lot going between 

Oregon and Alaska, have had for many years and we hope to continue that. 

 

I was impressed with all my perjure(?) number one recommendation.  I think you have 

some company in your recommendation that we, no I should kid you Grand Master’s 

Conference, and we will be hearing more about that as some of the representatives to the 

Western Conference have written papers about that very subject.  We do look forward to 
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that Grand Master’s Conference at the end of this month and I hope that some of the 

things will be taken under advisement that we talked about and something will be done. 

 

Some of you were present last night at the Grand Master’s banquet and the rendition by 

your Grand Secretary that way things never got done in the beginning congress of the 

United States and I thought that he was talking about the Grand Master’s Conference. 

 

We have a little story that has been going around Oregon that district meetings and I 

thought maybe I would bring it to Alaska today.  It seems that this young man had one 

purpose in life and that was to be an insurance salesman.  But, he had a problem, his 

speech was very difficult to understand so nobody wanted to give him a job as a 

salesman.  But every day he picked this one office and he would go in and say “hany got 

a yom for me totay?”  No, sorry no job today, but the next day he’d be back again.  So the 

two partners in this insurance office decided they had to do something, he was about to 

drive them crazy.  One of them thought and the next day, there he came and he would say 

“hany got a yom for me totay?”  He said, tell you what, on the seventh floor of this 

building there is an attorney who is ninety-seven years old and if you can go up and sell 

him an insurance policy for a million dollars, a whole-life policy for a million dollars and 

collect the first years premium in advance, we’ll give you a job. 

 

Off he went and just a little bit he was back, the application all signed and a check for 

three-hundred thousand dollars.  One fellow scratched his head and said what are we 

going to do now?  Oh, yes I forgot one little detail, a fluid bottle, we need a specimen.  

“O tay.”  He’s gone for about two and a half hours.  Pretty soon he comes back, he’s got 

a five-gallon bucket clear full, brings it in and sets it on the floor and slops over on the 

carpet and the guy says, “What’s the meaning of this?”  He says “O tay I have the 

specimen right here.  That was for a group policy I sold them way back.” 

 

You know my brethren, too many of our lodge meetings I think are too serious and we 

have to get a little bit of fun in our lodge meetings as well as the serious business of 

Masonry.  But, most of all we need to be doing something in our lodges and in our 

communities.  Too many of our communities do not know what Masonry is all about.  

Too many of them do not even know we even have a Masonic Lodge in our community 

or what it stands for and one of the lessons I think are the major problems that we have 

today, years ago everybody knew about the Masonic lodge, where it was, how to get 

there, but today that is not so.  We need to take a step backward among those lines. 

 

We heard in the meeting yesterday afternoon that only fifteen per cent of our Masons 

attend our meetings any more.  Why is this?  I’ll tell you why.  They don’t do anything in 

our meetings.  We go there and we open lodge and read the minutes and pay the bills and 

we close and sit around with a cup of coffee and a stale doughnut.  After while, how can 

you blame people for not wanting to come for more of the same?  We have to get busy 

and do something in our lodge and our community.  I urge you to go back to your lodges 

to do that. 
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One of the things started under Most Worshipful Brother Les, is the Warden’s Retreat.  I 

think that’s fantastic.  Warden’s can get training, but most of all we try to get them 

enthused to do something.  If you shall do that, your lodges will prosper.  Thank you very 

much. 

 

 

MW James A. Williams, PGM, Response to Alaska Past Grand 
Masters 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Thank you Grand Master for those kind words and that one welcome and thank you 

brethren all for the honors, it’s an honor to me and the honor for me to respond to this 

group of Past Grand Masters and this Grand Lodge.  And, we congratulate you Grand 

Master for the completion almost of your term of office and everything you have 

accomplished during that year. 

 

Each of us, Past Grand Masters, are proud to have been a Grand Master of this Grand 

Lodge and would like to thank the brethren of this Grand Lodge for the opportunities to 

serve as such. 

 

There’s an old saying, and it is true, that leadership is action not position.  That should 

remind us, my brothers that the title of Past Grand Master must (garbled) if not stroll 

(garbled) in making the same kinds of contributions to our Grand Lodge and to the Craft 

as we hope we made when we were the “Grandies.”  Thank you again Most Worshipful 

Sir and thank you Brethren. 

 

 

W Marvin B. Fitzpatrick, PM, Response to Grand Representatives 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished East, my Brethren one and all.  I won’t 

take but a minute.  I would like to find out if other representatives are having as much as 

a problem as I with getting in touch with my Grand Representative. 

 

First of all I had a great time and I sent him a copy of this along with a letter, some of the 

highlights of our Grand Lodge and what’s happening up here in our Grand Jurisdiction.  

At first assumed (garbled) great batch of correspondence with him and then in the 

ensuing years it dropped off and I am not hearing from him as well.  I wondered if any of 

the other grand representatives have that particular problem. 

 

(garbled) will each other and gave him contact with our other part in other grand 

jurisdictions.  I do get a copy of the Grand Lodge of Texas a quarterly bulletin (garbled) 

in Texas I get it through a friend of mine who is a member of that grand jurisdiction and I 
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(garbled) you get some great ideas from the other grand jurisdictions and see the best of 

what is happening in that jurisdiction . With that Grand Master, thank you very much. 

 

 

VW Robert L. Fulton, Response to Welcome of District Deputies 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to respond to the District Deputies in this Grand 

Jurisdiction.  I know that the Grand Master does hear my voice but I speak for all of us.  

It’s been a pleasure and first off Grand Master I want to thank you for making us a part of 

your team this year and affording us the opportunity of serving our Grand Lodge.  We 

commend you in all your programs this past year but more on your foresight and 

determination to implementation of all the proficiency manuals and the Warden’s Retreat.   

 

These two tools that we use throughout our Grand Jurisdiction can only improve 

Masonry.  I can always (garbled) just two but these two programs in our short history are 

very improved.  It’s been a rewarding and exciting year, one that we won’t forget 

especially with VW Stan Foulke and his wife that you performed that ceremony on that 

official visit to Nome. 

 

And, in closing Grand Master, again we want to thank you for the opportunity of serving 

you, our Grand Lodge, and Brethren.  Thank you.  

 

 

RW Edward Fowler, Grand Master of Pennsylvania 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful Past Grand Masters, Officers and 

Members of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska, my colleagues, 

and Most Worshipful Grand Masters who are from other jurisdictions, Distinguished 

Guests of the Grand Lodge of Alaska, and my Brethren.  Most Worshipful Grand Master, 

I first would like to extend my thanks to you and for the wonderful invitation to be 

present at this Twelfth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Masons of Alaska. 

 

In coming here to Anchorage, you have contributed or performed a life-long desire of 

mine and my wife Lois to come to the great State of Alaska.  Little of us have ever had an 

opportunity to be present here and I want to tell you my brethren that coming in here on 

Monday by way from Seattle and visiting the place where the blue topaz glaciers are 

south of here, driving thirty or forty miles south of here and witnessing the scenery that is 

just incredible; has been very, very enjoyable for me and if I take nothing back, which I 

will, I will take back to brethren in my homeland  certainly has been extended here  and 

to take back many, many photographs I have taken of the beautiful scenery that you are 
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privileged to witness every day here in Alaska.   I’ll tell you, don’t take anything for 

granted my brethren, because it is very, very spectacular. 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, thank you for the hospitality extended to myself and my 

wife and our stay here.  It just has been a very memorable occasion for us, not the least of 

which is the kindness of your Grand Lodge to present me and the other distinguished 

guests with honorary membership certificates of the Grand Lodge of Alaska. 

 

My brethren, probably many of you have realized that last year, 1992, commemorated the 

275
th

 anniversary of our Fraternity.  A number of us from the United States and from 

North America were privileged to be present at the anniversary of Freemasonry which 

was held in London and the 275
th

 anniversary of our Fraternity and the 25
th

 anniversary 

of his Most Worshipful Grand Master-the Duke of Kent, the Grand Master of the United 

Grand Lodge of England.  Fifteen-thousand people attended that annual communication 

in London. 

 

My brethren you have no knowledge what a great feeling that was for a lot of us to be 

present when eighty-seven grand masters from around the world out of 114 that the 

United Grand Lodge of England recognizes were in attendance on that day to culminate 

the 275
th

 anniversary of one of the greatest fraternities that has ever existed in the world.  

The problem my brethren, the virtues of Freemasonry and the code of ethics that we stand 

for are applicable today as they were in 1717 when four lodges met and decided to form 

the United Grand Lodge of England.  My brethren, we are in 1993 now and while we can 

look to the past for those great traditions, while we can look to the past for what has been 

successful for the Masonic fraternity we can’t necessarily rely on the past for the success 

of the future. 

 

My brethren, each of us, you and I and the other three million Masons in North America 

have to look to the future for Freemasonry and our organization has much to be done.  

My brethren the greatest asset that Freemasonry has is the members that we have in our 

organization.  Some how, some way we have got to find a better way to communicate 

with the members that we already have.  Secondly, we should be looking to acquiring 

new members and also acquiring new members, my brethren, I don’t mean violating the 

landmark of Freemasonry that prohibits us from soliciting.  I’ll agree with that!  What I 

do mean my brethren and it is said that there are more sons of Freemasons who are not 

Masons than there are Freemasons and some, my brethren, we don’t have to look too far 

to even to be able to double our fraternity over night.  I’m talking about Freemasonry to 

our sons, to our relatives, and to our personal friends.  When I say talk with them I don’t 

mean we have to solicit them.  But, if we talk about Freemasonry to them and how much 

we love our fraternity they too may be interested and subsequently would become a 

member. 

 

And, also we’ve got to do, my brethren, is to reinforce and re-double our efforts to 

support the leadership in our symbolic lodges and by that I mean the leadership in our 

symbolic lodges is excellent but we all can stand some improvement.  The symbolic 

lodge is the foundation of Freemasonry and unless we do everything in our power to 
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support the symbolic lodges, in our jurisdiction, then we are not going to have to worry 

about the rest of Freemasonry because if the symbolic lodge does not exist then the rest 

of Freemasonry does not exist either.  And, so all of our efforts should be re-doubled to 

do everything that we can do to come up with the best organization that we can possibly 

have.  To do the very best within each of us from the management of our lodges, the 

control of degrees, and seeing that our lodges are managed with the best leaders in our 

fraternity. 

 

We discovered in Pennsylvania very recently that we were not protected with the square, 

compass, and letter G.  A religious organization was publishing derogatory information 

about our fraternity and we couldn’t do anything about it even when they were using the 

square, compasses, and the letter G in the information they were sending out.  So, I 

recommend to you, and to the other grand lodges that are here, if they have not already 

done so, that they be sure to register the square, compass, and letter G as a trademark, and 

you have to do that in each jurisdiction.  Once that is done, my brethren, you are 

protected on the use of that symbol and while you may never decide to do anything 

against it, we are nevertheless protecting the greatest symbol of Freemasonry that is 

known worldwide. 

 

You know my brethren, around the world today, great things are happening and they are 

happening right in the midst of our eyes.  Democracy is appearing and surfacing and 

Freemasonry is surfacing with it in places we never thought it existed.  Within the last 

three years three symbolic lodges have been constituted with the permission of the 

unified government of Moscow.  Freemasonry has not been in Russia for over a hundred 

years and yet all of a sudden much of the communist powers have left; Freemasonry has 

surfaced then.  On December 5
th

 of this year, the Grand Lodge of Bulgaria was 

constituted in a place where nobody ever thought Freemasonry would ever exist and yet it 

does today. 

 

And so the many things that we may take for granted to be able to meet (garbled) to enjoy 

one another’s company, being able to enjoy our fraternities of the family of Freemasonry 

(garbled) virtue is not able to be done by man of our brethren in many of the lands.  But, 

my brethren, Freemasonry is a large organization.  It was once said that the sun never set 

on the British Empire because of it’s vast holdings.  Just stop and think, my brethren, no 

matter where you are in the world today, the sun never sets on Freemasonry. 

 

And, for you brethren here in the Grand Lodge of Alaska, you have experienced a short 

time as a grand lodge and are never the less an extremely important part of Freemasonry 

in North America.  And, though your lodges may be located in remote places, just 

stopping and thinking of all that are trying to make a contribution toward humanity and 

whatever your stature in life may be or where you may be located, you too play a big part 

in the overall scheme of our fraternity.  When you have the opportunity to talk about 

Freemasonry, talk about it freely with your fellowmen.  Make sure that they understand 

the love that you have for the fraternity and hopefully when they look at you, they will, 

likewise, want to be a member of the greatest fraternity in the world, the Fraternity of 

Free and Accepted Masons. 
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Most Worshipful Grand Master it’s a great pleasure to have been with you and I bring 

you the fraternal greetings and wishes of the 170,000 Freemasons in the Grand Lodge of 

Pennsylvania.  I have been very, very happy to have been here today to attend your 

communication and unfortunately I must return home tomorrow and not happy not to be 

with you and the officers that are installed, but I certainly wish you and the Grand Lodge 

of Alaska the very best in the years to come and the success in our fraternity and I leave 

you with these words: 

 

Did you win today or lose it? 

Was it well or poorly spent? 

Did you leave a trail of kindness or a road of discontent? 

When you close our eyes in slumber, do you think that God will say, 

you have earned one more tomorrow for the good each of you have done today. 

 

Thank you my brethren, and may God be with each of you until we meet again.  

 

 

MW Ronald Briggs, Past Grand Master of Nevada 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished East, my Brethren, Most Worshipful Sir, I 

bring you warm fraternal greetings and best wishes from Most Worshipful John L. 

Buffington Grand Master of Nevada and the roughly 7,000 Masons in that jurisdiction, 

 

That done, I’ve taken care of the formalities, for to me coming to Alaska is like coming 

home.  I mean that sincerely as I am a member of this Jurisdiction and serve two Grand 

Masters of which you are one of those sir.  This is a most interesting, productive, and 

enjoyable session and you’re to be congratulated Sir. 

 

We’ve listened to many great men here during this session discussing the problems that 

our great fraternity faces and I certainly don’t have any answers to share with you for I 

am searching also.  But, I am very proud to be a member of Matanuska Lodge No. 7 

which I believe a real success story in these last two or three years.  They’ve started some 

programs there which is giving them some public relations in the community making 

them more visible in the community and I think that the result of this speaks for 

themselves that in the past year they conferred twenty-eight degrees during that period.  

And, I won’t go into the details of how they’ve done this but if anyone is interested in 

their programs, what they have accomplished and how they have brought their attention, 

their existence to the attention of the public, I suggest you contact Worshipful Brother 

Bill Folsom, Junior Past Master of that lodge or Worshipful Brother Stan Woodin who is 

presently serving as Master of Matanuska Lodge.  I’m proud of that little lodge for what 

they have accomplished. 
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The only other thing that I would like to address to this assembly in the way of Masonic 

information is to say that I was saddened at the report of the youth committee that the 

youth organizations not only of this jurisdiction but in most jurisdictions, their 

membership is declining. 

 

Worshipful Phil Ambrose you’re justifiably proud of his daughter who stood before this 

august assembly and spoke to us so eloquently of the relationship between the youth 

organizations and the Masonic fraternity. 

 

Brethren, I ask you from the bottom of my heart to please support these young people.  

They are the future.  If we don’t provide them with the leadership inspiration and 

knowledge to guide their feet in the proper direction, the results are inevitable and we as 

a dinosaur can become extinct.  For nowhere is it carved in stone that we are immortal, 

that our fraternity is immortal.  We must work at it constantly.  So, I ask you please each 

and every one, if it is nothing more than spending one evening to attend a youth meeting 

that means so much to them to see a Mason sitting on the sidelines to know that we do 

care more than just offering financial support.  But, that we as Masons support them in all 

their endeavors. 

 

I leave you with a very short story.  As you all know I am from the Grand Jurisdiction of 

Nevada.  I live in Nevada.  we’re one of the last frontiers in the west as far as the cowboy 

is concerned and we still do have a small population of real-live working cowboys in 

Nevada .  But my story goes back to the early days of Nevada. 

 

A young cowpoke, out one day looking for strays, was set upon by a small band of 

Indians and he put up a pretty good of a scrap, considering the odds that he faced.  But, 

he was captured and he was taken to their camp.  And, at their camp he was met by their 

chief who spoke a little English and this chief informed him that he would meet with an 

untimely death. That, was their law.  He had violated their land and he must be put to 

death.  He said, however, they were a very humane tribe and therefore they would grant 

him three wishes before he was to meet this untimely death.  So the chief asked him we’ll 

grant these wishes over a period of three days.  You will have one wish to fill each day, 

of course escape being excluded from these wishes to be set free.  The chief asked him 

what is your first wish and he said well, chief I would just like to speak to my horse for a 

minute and the chief thought that strange but he had one of his braves bring his horse 

over to him.  And the cowpoke walked around to the front of his horse and put his face up 

to his ear and whispered in his ear.  Soon the horse took off at a gallop, out over the 

plains and a few hours later he came galloping back and he had a beautiful blonde young 

lady in the saddle.  And the chief said he knew what he is doing.   

 

So, they provided him with a tepee and he and the young lady retired to the tepee.  The 

next day the chief said, alright what’s your second wish?  I want to talk to my horse 

again.  Well the same thing happened again.  The horse took off and he comes back with 

a beautiful flaming redhead.  Again the chief provided them with a tepee and they retired 

and on the third day the chief asked him again, what is your third and final wish, thinking 

something would be changed. 
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Well chief, I would like a few moments alone with my horse in private. The chief said 

that is granted.  They all retired.  He walks around to the front of his horse and he says 

you knock-kneed, lop-eared, broom-tailed, hunk of crow-bait, he says you read my lips 

bring me a POTTY.  Thank you 

 

 

MW Stanley Cazneaux, Past Grand Master of California 
 

(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 

 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished Guests, and my Brethren of the great 

Grand Lodge of Alaska, what indeed a pleasure once again to be with you.  This is my 

second trip to Alaska.  Two years ago I had the opportunity to be with you down in 

Soldotna and had a wonderful time down there.  I always thank you for your hospitality 

not only to the Grand Lodge officers but to the brethren sitting out there also because so 

many sitting out there have come up and said hello and we’ve had some nice discussions 

of what’s going on.  I’ve met some very, very nice people and I hope once again to see 

them. 

 

Well, Freemasonry in California is really alive and well.  I must tell you throughout our 

jurisdictions, I traveled it last year.  I saw many, many young people coming into the 

fraternity.  Young people who were dedicated to their lodges, dedicated to the ritual of 

our Grand Lodge of California and best of all dedicated the principles of Freemasonry.  

Even my own lodge I found four years ago that I found it would be out of business by the 

time I was Grand Master but in January of this year I went to the installation of officers, a 

complete brand new line of officers completely filled with other young people waiting to 

get into that line and that’s just in four years. 

 

You might ask yourself why are things like that happening in California.  Well, I’ll tell 

you that our line of lodge officers out there are doing a great job.  I believe we are doing 

a great job because many of then have attended our Junior and Senior Warden’s Retreats, 

probably the most successful program that was introduced into the Grand Lodge of 

California over the last several years. 

 

Right now we are going into our fifth year of these retreats and those retreats have 

evolved; we first, we just started out with the Senior Warden’s Retreat and now we have 

a Senior Warden’s Retreat and a Junior Warden’s Retreat.  We hold them in Northern 

California and in Southern California and so at this particular point in time we’re getting 

to about 200 of our 475 lodge officers. 

 

Great opportunity, because as Grand Lodge officers, we get to work with those officers 

twice, once when they’re Junior Wardens and again when they’re Senior Wardens.  We 

get to share our thoughts with them.  We get to give them leadership training.  We bring 

in the very best people we can from all over our grand jurisdiction to do that training.  

But, to me the best part is you sit down and talk about goals and objectives, not only with 
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the Grand Master, but of those constituent lodges and you work together as a team to 

make sure that something happens in our grand jurisdiction. 

 

Our meetings are getting better.  We’re getting our families involved, more involved than 

in the past.  We’re having great meals, excellent programs and we’ve taken it upon 

ourselves to make sure our stated meetings are short and interesting and bringing brothers 

back into our lodges. 

 

We’ve found many things while going through those retreats.  In fact this year, we’re 

going to shorten up many of our presentations.  We’ve started off with our grand lodge 

officers would come in and many other people would put on presentations up to an hour 

long and then we would have a break-away session where the groups would go out and 

talk about what they just discussed.  Well, we shortened those up now just to twenty 

minutes giving the officers more of an opportunity to get together and discuss things and 

come up with programs and it’s working very, very well. 

 

Such an important part of those retreats for us has been the involvement of the ladies in 

there.  They come in also.  They come into joint sessions held with their husbands and 

they have their own session run by the wives of the ladies of the Grand Lodge.  I will tell 

you when I was running the Senior Warden’s Retreat a couple years ago, Sunday 

morning I looked out at the 100 Senior Wardens sitting there and I was quite frankly 

disappointed because I saw these blank looks on their faces.  I had not seen anybody 

taking notes all weekend long.  And, so I stood up before them and said, “My brothers, 

something is really wrong here.  Let me share some of the things I picked up this week, 

so that you just might jot them down.”  Well, I spent about twenty minutes going through 

what I had picked up on and still those blank looks out there, no pencils moving.   

 

I said, okay, I’m going to fix these guys.  I went into the ladies meeting and told the 

ladies, we have a problem and the problem is your husband.  I spent about an hour in 

there and you should have seen the pencils flying and I know that was a very successful 

meeting with those ladies because I know, when I got home that one of those Senior 

Warden’s called me and said “Stan, what did you do to my wife?  On the way home she 

wanted to know if I had a budget.  She wanted to know if I had a calendar planned out for 

the year.  She wanted to know if I had any activities with the public schools what they 

were for the Constitution.  You created a monster.”  Well, at least got one Senior Warden 

fired up I’m sure he’s going to be very, very successful in what he does. 

 

Well. it is great for me to be here.  I certainly bring you the greetings of our Grand 

Master, the Most Worshipful R. Stephen Jones and the 132,000 Masons that are in the 

Grand Lodge of California.  But, I would like to leave, if I could, with a final thought and 

that final thought is a bell is not a bell until someone rings it and a song is not a song until 

someone sings it and brotherly love is not brotherly love until you practice it and 

Freemasonry is not Freemasonry until you live it.  I charge each and every one of you in 

the room today to ring the bell, to sing a song, practice brotherly love, and live 

Freemasonry.  Thank you. 
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ELECTION OF GRAND LODGE OFFICERS 
 
 
(Taken from transcription of the tape recording of the proceedings) 
 
The following are the results of the election of officers for the Most Worshipful Grand 

Lodge, Free and accepted Masons of Alaska. 

 

Grand Master: 137 ballots cast, 69 ballots constitutes a majority 
Jim Williams  1 vote 
Les Little  1 vote 
Lloyd Triggs  1 vote 
Howard Hobbs 2 votes 
John H. Grainger 132 votes (Position Accepted) 
 

Deputy Grand Master: 136 ballots cast, 69 ballots constitutes a majority 
Blank or Invalid 1 vote 
Lloyd Triggs  1 vote 
Henry Dunbar  1 vote 
Les Little  1 vote 
Howard Hobbs 132 votes (Position Accepted) 
 

Senior Grand Warden: 136 ballots cast, 69 ballots constitutes a majority 
Blank or Invalid 1 vote 
Al White  1vote 
Howard Hobbs 1 vote 
Lloyd Triggs  2 votes 
Henry Dunbar 131 votes (Position Accepted) 
 

Grand Secretary: 138 ballots cast, 70 ballots constitutes a majority 
Blank or Invalid 1 vote 
Henry Dunbar  1vote 
Gunnar Flygenring 1 vote 
Richard D. Bender 135 votes (Position accepted) 

  

Junior Grand Warden: 137 ballots cast, 69 ballots constitutes a majority 
1

st
 Ballot 

Larry Sizemore 1 vote 
Phil Ambrose  2 vote 
Stan Foulke  4 vote 
Milt Routzahn  1 vote 
Wendy Kuecker 1 vote 
Fred McGuire  1 vote 
Bobby Alexander 1 vote 
Rick Bender  1 vote 
Emmett Roetman 6 votes 
Bill Lefferson  28 votes 
Henry Ferguson 31 votes 
Lloyd Triggs  60 votes 
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Junior Grand Warden: 126 ballots cast, 64 ballots constitutes a majority 
2

nd
 Ballot 

Blank or invalid 1 vote 
Wendy Kuecker 1 vote 
Emmett Roetman 2 votes 
Stan Foulke  9 votes 
Bill Lefferson  18 votes 
Henry Ferguson 22 votes 
Lloyd Triggs  73 votes (Position Accepted) 
 
The final report of the Credentials Committee is respectfully submitted by, 
 
G. Rex Plunkett, Chairman 
William D. Kyle 
Charles F. Lewis 
Howard R. McElrath 
Bardie Scarborough 
 
and, volunteers Russ Sanders and Charlie Ashcraft 
 
MW Grand Master, I ask for the acceptance of this report. 
 
MW Grand Master: Your report is received. 
 
MW Grand Master, I move that you let us off the hook. 
 
MW Grand Master: It has been regularly moved and seconded that this final report of the 
Credential Committee be adopted.  Your report is adopted. 
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INSTALLATION OF GRAND LODGE OFFICERS 
 

 

An open installation for the 1993-1994 officers for the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted 

Masons of Alaska was conducted in Anchorage, Alaska on February 5, 1993 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

By MW Leslie R. Little 

 

INSTALLING OFFICERS 

Installing Master  MW John C. Ingram  

Installing Marshall  MW Glenn W. Pruett  

Installing Assistant Marshall  MW Leslie R. Little  

Installing Chaplain    MW E. L. “Roy” Foss  

Installing Secretary  MW Jack Bentley  

Installing Musician  W Larry Nelson  

 

ELECTED OFFICERS 

 

Grand Master  MW John H. Grainger 

Deputy Grand Master  RW Howard N. Hobbs 

Senior Grand Warden  RW Henry T. Dunbar 

Junior Grand Warden  RW Lloyd W. Triggs 

Grand Secretary  RW Richard D. Bender 

 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

 

Grand Chaplain  VW William H. Lefferson 

Grand Lecturer  VW Milton H. Routzahn 

Grand Orator  W Billy W. Harris 

Grand Historian  W Joe H. Ashby  

Grand Marshal  RW Jacques G. Boily  

Senior Grand Deacon  W William B. Clucas  

Junior Grand Deacon  W David A. Hunt  

Grand Standard Bearer  W L. V. “Joe” Dees  
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Grand Sword Bearer  W Frank L. Dickinson  

Grand Bible Bearer  W William D. Kyle  

Senior Grand Steward  VW Chester L. Proudfoot  

Junior Grand Steward  VW Stanley R. Foulke  

Grand Organist  W Lawrence W. Nelson  

Grand Tyler  W Carl E. Mulvihill  

 

DEPUTIES TO THE GRAND MASTER 
 

District 1   VW Mitchell R. Miller 

District  2   VW Robert L. Fulton 

District 3   VW L.V. “Joe” Dees 

District 4   VW Thomas A. Leslie 

   

 


