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ALASKA MASONIC 
LIBRARY AND 

MUSEUM 
FOUNDATION 

 
518 East 14th Avenue, Suite 7 

Anchorage, Alaska   99501-5330 
 

 
Dear Alaska Mason, 
 
The Alaska Masonic Library and Museum Foundation (AMLAM) needs your help 
today. We have an exciting list of programs that are being created for you to help 
preserve your Alaska Masonic heritage and give you greater opportunities to 
improve yourself in Masonry. Your financial assistance in helping us achieve our 
program goals is greatly appreciated. Our program goals include: 
 
 Presentation of Masonic education programs  by noted Masonic authors 

and lecturers, to share the history and philosophy of Freemasonry with 
Alaska Masons and the community at large 

 
 Establishment of a group of Alaskan Masonic lecturers who can be called 

upon to make presentations throughout the jurisdiction of Alaska 
 
 Development of projects to research, document, and publish articles about 

Alaska lodge histories and notable Alaskan Masons 
 
Contributions to AMLAM are tax deductible to the full extent of the US Tax Code.  
Please consider a contribution to AMLAM today, as part of your end of year 
giving. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bo Cline, President  
Alaska Masonic Library and Museum Foundation   
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GRAND MASTER’S MESSAGE

BRETHREN,

Happy New Year Brothers!

I hope your Christmas holidays were cheerful and 
full of family and presents. As we start a new year 
of Freemasonry, I would like to congratulate the new 
lodge officers. 

Worshipful Masters be proud that your brothers 
elected you in trust to lead and manage your lodge. 
Remember work as a team with your Wardens. Develop 
a long range plan that all three officers have a buy into. 

As you know for four years I’ve talked about the 
business side of our fraternity. Today I want to talk 
about “What does the word Fraternity mean to you.

Let’s start with the dictionary version of Fraternity. 
Webster’s defines Fraternity as:

1. a group of people associated or formally 
organized for a common purpose, interest, or 
pleasure
2. the quality or state of being brothers
3. persons of the same class, profession, character, 
or tastes

In bigger cities it is common to see affinity lodges, i.e. 
for certain trades to have their own lodge. For example:

Fireman
Policeman
Pipe-fitters
Etc.

Here in Alaska we don’t have lodges who are trade 
predominant; we don’t have affinity lodges, unless 
we consider lodges dominated by members of the US 
Military.

However, we all do share common interests and they 
are a belief in a supreme being, wanting to be positive 
members of our communities, wanting to share in 
brotherly love and friendship, and wanting to help the 
poor.

Friendship is something we 
need to work on. Friendship 
will make or break a lodge. 
How many times have you seen 
a lodge torn apart because of 
brothers arguing? As a Master 
of a lodge how well do you 
know the members of your 
lodge? I think to be friends or 
have a brotherhood we need to 
really know our brothers. Yeah, 
I know we see each other once a 
month sometimes more. That doesn’t mean you know 
him.

Don’t be afraid to have social gatherings (meetings). 
BBQ, picnic’s, sport events, etc. Become a brotherhood 
of sort. Become a lodge that works hard and plays hard. 
Involve all the family.

Family involvement is very important. When we 

involve the family we become a way of life. 
Brothers, February is coming fast. Grand lodge is 

your meeting to voice your thoughts and concerns. 
Please register for the meeting and our banquet. We 
are expecting some visitors from all around our great 
country. This is a good opportunity to meet brothers 
from all over. 

This is my final newsletter article as your Grand 
Master. I cannot express enough of my gratitude to you 
for allowing me in this honor. I have worked hard for 
you in both the fraternal and business side.

I’m truly blessed for the experience and hope in your 
eyes that I made you proud, that I represented you for 
the year in 2014.

I’m “proud to be a Freemason” and I’m proud to be 
representing our Alaskan Jurisdiction.

Fraternally,

David Worel
Grand Master

W orshipful Masters be proud that 
your brothers elected you in trust 
to lead and manage your lodge. 
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A tucked-away token of Alaskan history
there is more recorded about the ceremony it was 
created for. Cornerstone layings are designed with 
symbolism that focuses on the ancient traditions 

of operative Masonry. In the Dark and Middle 
ages, stones were put in place through grueling 
physical labor, and a miscut slab could ruin 
weeks or months of such demanding work. 
Hand tools and paper calculations defined the 
limits of stonemasons’ precision, so measuring 
thrice was essential before cutting once. Today, 
while the need for a firm physical foundation 
for a building remains unchanged, computers 
and heavy machinery make the work much 
more smooth and exact. The ritual of testing 
the stone with square, plumb and level is now 
symbolic of testing the moral character of man 
instead of the physical character of the building7.

George A. Parks, the governor of the Alaska 
Territory, gave a speech on that rainy Tuesday 
afternoon that similarly looked to honor 
Alaska’s past while building its future. Alaska’s 
organization as a U.S. territory, connecting 
the Interior to the coast by rail and radio 

communication ranging from Ketchikan to 
Barrow all contributed to the need for a 

permanent Capitol building, he said8. 
(Prior to the building of the Capitol, the 
Territorial Legislature met in rented 
spaces throughout Juneau, including 
the former Elks Lodge downtown9.)

Parks also laid out plans for Alaska’s 
future, including a comprehensive road 

system and the need to attract more and 
different industries to the territory10.

“I believe that the laying of this 
cornerstone which is part of the imposing 

structure that is to house the administrative 
offices in our Territory is a fitting tribute to the 

progress that we have made and my sincere hope 
is that it will serve as a source of inspiration to all 

Alaskans and create throughout our great Territory 
a firm resolve to strive for greater achievements in the 
future,” he proclaimed that day11.

By Bro. Charles Ward

It’s amazing what you’ll find when tidying up, that 
lost flip-flop, the car keys you had to have recut six 
months ago, a priceless piece of both Alaskan and 
Masonic history. 

OK, the last one is much less likely than the 
first two. But Junior Warden Lawrence Schaufler 
found just such an item recently when sorting 
through the archives of Juneau’s Masonic 
bodies; the trowel used to lay the cornerstone at 
what is now the Alaska Capitol.

“I found it wrapped in a box with other 
artifacts, though there was no special packaging 
(or labeling),” Schaufler said. “That's why it had 
been overlooked.”1

The trowel’s significance in Masonic ritual — 
particularly the ceremony of laying a cornerstone2  
— is well established. It is used to lay the cement of 
brotherly love and affection3, a necessary element 
of a strong Masonic body, and one sometimes in 
short supply in the often acrimonious nature of a 
state legislature.

However, there’s not much known about 
how Mt. Juneau Lodge No. 147 acquired 
the trowel used at the ceremony to set 
a firm foundation for what was then 
the Alaska Territorial and Federal 
Building4. There are no known records 
of who made the trowel or how he — 
or they — did it, where it came from 
or what material it is made of. All the 
tool tells us in 2014 is who the officers 
from the Grand Lodge of Washington 
were on April 29, 1930, the day they set 
the cornerstone. Evans Gruber stood in as 
acting Grand Master, H.T. Tripp as Deputy 
Grand Master, M.S. Whittier as Senior Grand 
Warden and John Dunn as Junior Grand 
Warden5. Whittier also served as chairman of the 
Lodge’s Cornerstone Committee, along with W.P. 
Scott and John Rustgard6.

While not much is known about the trowel itself, 
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Above: The Capitol’s cornerstone shortly before its temporary removal in 2013 (photo courtesy of Wayne 
Jensen). Opposite page: The trowel used to lay the cornerstone (photo by W. Bro. Donald Hale).

(One potential for Alaskan progress — statehood — 
is absent from the published account of Parks’ speech 
that day12. Though Judge James Wickersham — Alaska’s 
non-voting Congressional delegate — introduced the 
first Alaska statehood bill in 1916, statehood talk didn’t 
become serious until 
after World War 
II, when the Great 
Land’s population 
grew rapidly thanks 
to a greatly expanded 
military presence in 
Alaska13.

“There’s been a 
lot of talk … about 
the impact of the 
federal government 
on the territory,” said 
Wayne Jensen, an 
architect at Jensen 
Yorba Lott Inc., the 
Juneau architectural 
firm in charge of 
ongoing renovations 
at the Capitol. “I think 
this is really a telling 

cornerstone that goes to show really what that meant. 
The person with the largest letters at the top of the 
cornerstone is the secretary of the treasury, an appointed 
… federal official. Second to that is a federal employee, 
the architect working for the secretary of the treasury. 

And at the 
bottom of the 
list, in the 
… smallest 
font, is the 
t e r r i t o r i a l 
g o v e r n o r , 
G e o r g e 
Parks14.”)

The current 
state of the 
cornerstone is 
symbolic of 
both its nod 
to Alaska’s 
t r a d i t i o n 
and the path 
of progress 
Parks called 
on Alaskans 
to follow. It’s 

Photo courtesy Alaska State Library Historical Collection Gov. George Parks delivers 
an address at the laying of the Cornerstone on April 29, 1930. In the lower left corner 
of the picture is Evans Gruber, who stood as acting Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Washington that day.
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been removed, temporarily, from the southeast corner 
of the Capitol as part of a $33 million15  renovation 
project scheduled for completion in 201616.

“They did a good job 80 years ago — I'm giving 
them credit for getting it right the first time. This 
renovation we're doing should add another 80 years to 
the building17.”

Most of the current work on the Capitol focuses on 
making the building more earthquake-resistant, while 
other projects include insulating the building, asbestos 
abatement and replacement of crumbling sandstone 
bricks18.

“It'll look the same to most people; it'll actually look 
more like it did in 1931,” after its original construction, 
Jensen said19.

The stone will be returned once the work is 
completed, though it’s not decided if it will be back in 
in its original place or reset on a free-standing base20.

As for the recently found trowel, Schaufler mounted 
it in a shadow box for more appropriate display. 
However, its use in cornerstone layings is not finished. 
It will be used on April 4, 2015 to set the cornerstone 
of the Juneau Masonic Center, the coming home for 
Masonic activity in Juneau.

[Author’s note: Many thanks go to W. Bro. Lawrence 
Schaufler and Wayne Jensen for their assistance with 
this article.]

NOTES
[This article originally appeared in The Cable Tow: 

The newsletter of Mt. Juneau-Gastineaux Lodge No. 
21(Fall 2014): 4–6. Reprinted by permission of the 
author.]

 1Schaufler, Lawrence. “Re: Trowel.” Message to 
the author. 12 November 2014. Email.

  2Alaska Monitor and Freemason’s Guide. 2nd ed. 
Anchorage, Alaska: M.W. Grand Lodge of Free & 
Accepted Masons of Alaska, 1992. 116. Print.

 3 Ibid at 61. 
 4Self-Guided Tour Alaska State Capitol. The 

Alaska Legislature. Web. 17 November 2014.

AlAskA MAsonic news
  5Photograph of Trowel Used to Lay Cornerstone 

of Alaska Capitol. 2014. Juneau, Alaska. By Donald 
Hale.

  6Mt. Juneau Lodge No. 147, Free and Accepted 
Masons of Washington. Stated meeting. 28 April 
1930.

  7Alaska Monitor and Freemason’s Guide. 2nd ed. 
Anchorage, Alaska: M.W. Grand Lodge of Free & 
Accepted Masons of Alaska, 1992. 120. Print.

  8“Cornerstone for Capitol Set Tuesday.” Daily 
Alaska Empire 30 Apr. 1930: 1-3. Print.

  9Miller, Mark. “Architect Presents ‘A History of 
the Capitol Building’”Juneau Empire 4 Mar. 2013. 
Southeast Newspapers, Inc. Web. 14 Nov. 2014. 

  10“Cornerstone for Capitol Set Tuesday.” Daily 
Alaska Empire 30 Apr. 1930: 2. Print.

  11Ibid.
  12Ibid at 1-3.
  13LitSite Alaska. University of Alaska Anchorage. 

Web. 21 Nov. 2014.
  14Miller, Mark. “Architect Presents ‘A History of 

the Capitol Building’”Juneau Empire 4 Mar. 2013. 
Southeast Newspapers, Inc. Web. 14 Nov. 2014. 

  15Forgey, Pat. “Alaska Capitol in Midst of 
Multiyear, Multimillion-dollar Renovation.” Alaska 
Dispatch News 13 Nov. 2014. Alaska Dispatch 
Publishing. Web. 21 Nov. 2014.

  16“Capitol Building Exterior Restoration.” 
http://lec.akleg.gov/restoration.php. Alaska State 
Legislature Legislative Council. Web. 21 Nov. 2014.

  17Forgey, Pat. “Alaska Capitol in Midst of 
Multiyear, Multimillion-dollar Renovation.” Alaska 
Dispatch News 13 Nov. 2014. Alaska Dispatch 
Publishing. Web. 21 Nov. 2014.

  18Ibid.
  19Ibid.
  20Jensen, Wayne. “Capitol Cornerstone.” Message 

to the author. 21 November 2014. Email.

http://lec.akleg.gov/restoration.php
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Teacher of the Year Presentation by Aurora Lodge 
No. 15

On October 18, WB Jeff Wilson and SW Clint 
Cottrell made the Aurora Lodge No. 15 presentation 
of Teacher of the Year award at Bayshore Elementary 
School.

Aurora Lodge No. 15 Past Masters’ Night
Aurora Lodge No. 15 honored their Past Masters 

with a dinner at the Anchorage Masonic Center 
on October 28. In addition to members and their 
families, there were eight Past Masters in attendance.

New Acquisition for Matanuska Lodge No. 7
At the stated communication of Matanuska Lodge 

No. 7, on December 2, the lodge was presented with 
a framed and numbered, limited-edition lithograph of 
“The Patron Saints and the Point within the Circle”. 
As noted in the Fall 2013 edition of Philalethes (The 
Journal of Masonic Research and Letters), “This 
striking new painting of a traditional Masonic theme 
unites the symbols of the Point within the Circle, the 
Parallel Lines, the Holy Bible, the Holy Saints John, 
and the Three Steps, within a landscape that includes 
the River Jordan and the Temple of Solomon.” 
The painting was created by Roy Mandell under a 
commission from David Long, sitting Master of John 
J. Mercer Lodge No. 290 in Omaha, Nebraska. 

December 3, Mt. Juneau-Gastineaux Lodge No. 21 
Names W. Lawrence Schaufler Honorary Past Master 

Lawrence Schaufler has been a dedicated and 
hardworking member of the Juneau Masonic 
community for many years. Lawrence is leaving 
the state to pursue a career opportunity in Colorado. 
In recognition of his service to Masonry and to Mt. 
Juneau-Gastineaux Lodge No. 21, the lodge bestowed 

the title of Honorary Past 
Master on Worshipful Brother 
Schaufler.
As reported by the lodge: “W. 
Brother Lawrence Schaufler 
has worked hard for many 
years. He was our Historian 
for several years and was 
working his way up to be 
Master of our Lodge but took 
a job in Colorado and will be 
leaving shortly. He was made 

Top row: WBs Schuerger, Dahl, Young 
Bottom row: WBs Oaks, Cords, Bishop, Lee, Wilson
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Honorary Worshipful Master for 2015. He is the 
5th one to have this Honor in our 110 year History. 
Congratulations W. Brother Lawrence.”

Kenai Lodge No. 11 Installs a New Line of Officers
On Thursday, December 11, Kenai Lodge No. 

11 held an installation of officers, with WB Marcus 
Ashkenasy advancing to the office of Worshipful 
Master.

Open Installation of Officer for Matanuska Lodge 
No. 7

On December 13, Matanuska Lodge No. 7 held 
an open installation of officers at the Matanuska 
Masonic Temple. This was the first occasion in recent 
history where all of the elected and appointed officers 
presented themselves for installation. The lodge has 
excellent line of officers, which testifies to its strength 
and resilience. 

Eagle River Lodge No. 13 Installation of Officers
Worshipful Brother Nicholas J. (Nick) Choromanski 

was installed as Worshipful Master of Eagle River 
Lodge No. 13 on Monday, December 15 by a 

distinguished cadre of Past Grand Masters.

Installation of Officers of Valdez Lodge No. 4
Valdez Lodge No. 4 held its installation of officers 

on December 16. Worshipful Brother Rob Deaver 
returned to the East for his second term as Worshipful 
Master.

Table Lodge and the Feast of St. John
On December 27 (St. John the Evangelist Masonic 

feast day), Matanuska Lodge No. 7 conducted a 
traditional Table Lodge including the “Ceremony of 
the Seven Toasts”. This was a catered and formal affair 

WM Nick Choromanski (Eagle River No. 13) with 
installing team

WM Marcus Ashkenasy (Kenai No. 11)

WM Rob Deaver (Valdez No. 4)
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and included a presentation of “The Two Saints John 
and the Point Within a Circle”, which attempted to 
provide an answer for Who were St. John the Baptist and 
St. John the Evangelist?, Under what circumstances 
did they become “Patron Saints” of Freemasonry?, 
and What is the Masonic significance of the “Point 
within a Circle ─ embordered by two perpendicular 
parallel lines, representing St. John the Baptist and St. 
John the Evangelist?” This was an enlightening and 
entertaining evening with lots of good fellowship. 

Greetings from District No. 5

Visiting Matanuska Lodge No. 7 in Palmer (my 
home lodge) on October 7th was a special treat for 
me as my 73rd birthday coincided with that day.  I 
was received with honors and congratulated on my 
longevity.  The lodge has done an outstanding number 
of conferrals this year and consistently provided an 
educational program of Masonic relevance at every 
meeting, involving brethren in the pursuit of exciting 
activities.  Attendance has increased and these 
presentations are being well received, as is evident in 
the amount of brethren visiting from other lodges in 
the Anchorage area as well as in the Mat-Su Valley. 

Worshipful Brother Tom Lehe has received 
many compliments on the Table Lodges he and 
Most Worshipful Brother John R. “Bo” Cline have 
presented and encompassed in their “5th Tuesday 
Program.”  During the year, a special function  has been 
instituted each time a month includes five Tuesdays.  
Congratulations to all involved in making this lodge 
successful!

My official visit to Iditarod Lodge No. 20, 
November 20th, in the Wasilla/Houston area was 

a great experience.  Worshipful Brother Durward 
“Bones” Cannon welcomed me at dinner and I was 
able to be present for their election of officers that 
evening.  Iditarod is making progress in its journey 
to attract new young members and is rebuilding the 
ranks, slowly, but surely.  New officers were elected 
and Worshipful Brother Eldon Jenkins will serve as 
Worshipful Master for next year.

Eagle River Lodge No. 13, Matanuska Lodge 
No. 7 and Iditarod Lodge No. 20 all had successful 
installations of their new officers for the coming 2015 
calendar year.

Matanuska Lodge No. 7 held a special observance 
for the Feast of Saint John The Evangelist by holding 

a gala commemorative 
table lodge on Saturday, 
December 27th.  The 
event was celebrated 
at “Sammy’s Pizza” in 
Palmer with a wonderful 
prime rib dinner and 
full program of formal 
toasts and a presentation 
paper, “THE TWO 
SAINTS JOHN AND 
THE POINT WITHIN 
A CIRCLE” written by 
Most Worshipful Brother 
John R. “Bo” Cline, Past 
Grand Master of Alaska.  
MW Brother  “Bo” was 

out of state and the paper was presented by VW Lee 
Seagondollar, DDGM, District No. 5.  The presentation 
was illustrated with slides and enthusiastically 
applauded by the brethren in attendance.

Please remember the Grand Master’s Goal 
Statement:  “Long Range Planning” and register now 
for the upcoming 2015 Annual Communication of the 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Alaska to be held in 
Fairbanks, February 4-7, 2015.

A Mason is remembered for his dedication to his 
good works.

Sincerely and fraternally,
V.W. Lee O. Seagondollar, District No. 5

VWB Lee Seagondollar 
presenting “The Two Saints John 
and the Point Within A Circle”
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January 25, 2015 – Anniversary 
of the Birth of Scottish poet and 
Freemason Robert Burns. Robert 
Burns’ birthday has traditionally 
been celebrated by Freemasons the 
world over with a “Burns Night 
Supper”, with much giving of toasts, 
reciting verse, and singing. 

For a’ that and a’ that,
It’s comin’ yet, for a’ that,

That man to man, the warld o’er
Shall brithers be for a’ that.

Robert Burns

January 28- February 1, 2015 - 
AMD Masonic Week 2015, AMD 
Masonic Week 2015, January 
28-Febuary 1, 2015 at the Hyatt 
Regency Reston, Reston, Virginia. 
As of 10/20/2014, schedule and 
hotel information has been posted 
to the Masonic Week website.

February 4 - 6, 2015 - Annual 
Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Alaska, Fairbanks, AK.

February 6 - 8, 2015 - Sitka Jazz 
Festival, Sitka, Alaska.

February 14, 2015 - Western 
Conferrence of Grand Lodges, 
Vancouver, British Columbia.

February 14 - 17, 2015 - Conference 
of Grand Masters of Masons in 
North America, Vancouver, British 
Columbia.

February 15 - 17, 2015 - Conference 
of Grand Secretaries, Vancouver, 
British Columbia.

February 27 - March 8, 2015 - Fur 
Rendezvous, Anchorage, Alaska. 
Since 1935, Fur Rendezvous – 
known locally as Fur Rondy – has 
proudly represented the pioneering 
spirit of Alaskans.  

March 7, 2015 10 a.m. – Iditarod 
The Last Great Race (Race 
Start), 4th Avenue & D Street — 
Downtown Anchorage

March 30, 2014 - Fifth Tuesday 
Lodge of Instruction - Matanuska 
Lodge No. 7, at 6:00pm, Matanuska 
Masonic Temple, 1022 S Cobb St, 
Palmer, AK.

April 6 - 12, 2014 - Alaska Folk 
Festival, Juneau, Alaska. The largest 
annual gathering of musicians 
from Alaska (and beyond) for a 
week of performances, workshops 
and dances at various venues. All 
evening concerts are free and open 
to the public at Centennial Hall. 

May 21 - 25, 2015 - Kodiak Crab 
Festival, Kodiak, Alaska.

May 29-30, 2015 - World 
Conference on Fraternalism, 
Freemasonry, and History: Research 
in Ritual, Secrecy, and Civil Society, 
World Conference on Fraternalism, 

Freemasonry, and History: Research 
in Ritual, Secrecy, and Civil Society 
to take place at Bibliothèque 
Nationale in Paris, France, hosted 
by Policy Studies Organization. 
Progress TBA. Call for papers now 
open.

August 21 – 23, 2015 – Sixth Annual 
Masonic Restoration Foundation 
Symposium, Philadelphia, PA. 

November 18-21, 2015 - World 
Conference of Regular Masonic 
Grand Lodges, The 14th World 
Conference of Regular Masonic 
Grand Lodges will convene at 
the California Masonic Memorial 
Temple in San Francisco, California.

September 18-20, 2015 - The 
Quarry Project (Phase II), 
Indianapolis, Indiana, co-sponsored 
by The Masonic Society, the 
Masonic Library and Museum 
Association, and the Masonic 
Service Association on North 
America. 

Grand Master’s Calendar - Please 
visit the Grand Lodge of Alaska web 
page or click on the Grand Master’s 
Travel Schedule here.

Conferences, Festivals, 
and Festive Boards

http://www.yorkrite.com/MasonicWeek/
http://www.cgmna.org/Conference.htm
http://www.cgmna.org/Conference.htm
http://www.cgmna.org/Conference.htm
http://gsconferencena.org/
http://gsconferencena.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/108131832567972/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/108131832567972/
http://www.ipsonet.org/conferences/ritualconference-main
http://www.ipsonet.org/conferences/ritualconference-main
http://www.ipsonet.org/conferences/ritualconference-main
http://www.ipsonet.org/conferences/ritualconference-main
https://www.facebook.com/MRF2015
https://www.facebook.com/MRF2015
https://www.facebook.com/MRF2015
http://www.wcrmgl.com/
http://www.wcrmgl.com/
http://www.wcrmgl.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Quarry-Project/356915394387513
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Quarry-Project/356915394387513
http://www.grandlodgeofalaska.org/#!events/ce98
http://www.grandlodgeofalaska.org/#!events/ce98
http://masonicrestorationfoundation.org/
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Looking Back

The year, 2014 is 
coming to an end and soon will 
be but a memory. My hope is 
that I have been a positive in-
fluence to the craft. The main 
purpose of the grand lodge of-
ficers is to support all of our 
members and to find, both, 

ways to grow our organization, and to find ways to fi-
nance this growth.

The first issue, which needs to be addressed, is 
membership. Without members, there is no organiza-
tion. To do this, we must keep the members involved 

and looking forward to their growth in standing and the 
knowledge required to do so. Methods must be found 
to advertise our Masonic organizations; we must let the 
public know we exist and why being a Mason is impor-
tant to them and to others. To attract new members we 
need to broadcast what it means to be a Mason, why 
this would be an important contribution to their life and 
the lives of their family members and friends. When a 
person asks the question, why would I want to be a Ma-
son?”, there must be numerous ways and opportunities 
to find answers to that question.

Each Lodge has twelve, sometimes thirteen, chairs 
that should be filled at every meeting. Along with this 
are the different committee members that are not offi-
cers, but members from the side lines. To keep up inter-
est and involvement, new members should be given a 
job to do; mentored by a knowledgeable member. 

It is important that we provide a high profile in our 
community. Every city needs volunteers for various 
projects. Find out where we can go to offer our services. 
We can advertise our presence by wearing our Masonic 
emblem hats and jackets. We can form work parties to 
help the elderly and other people who need assistance. 
Winters in Alaska are long and cold; have a drive to pro-

vide warm coats, mittens and scarves for those in need. 
Keep your eyes and ears open for opportunities to do 
good and spread our message. Believe me, as a former 
construction worker, there has been a time or two that 
I could have used a hand. Wives of military members 
and others, whose spouses are out of town, can often 
use someone to shovel the snow or help in some way. 
You should be alert to this, as it may be embarrassing 
for someone to ask for your help. Bean’s Café is always 
in need of volunteers. I know they would be delighted 
to have a hand or two. Why not wear your barbeque 
aprons with the square and compass on the front while 
you are performing this service? Food banks, the blood 
bank, and the various shelters are always in need of vol-
unteers. There are any number of things we can do to 

help publicize who we are and what we do. To their 
credit, W.M. John May, and the members of Valdez 
Lodge 4, partnered with the abused women’s shelter 
and formed a fund raising project. These are the types 
of activities that announce our presence and show what 
the Masonic spirit is, and why a person would want to 
join our organization.

At the beginning of my trip through the chairs, as 
part of my obligation, I took on the responsibility of 
overseeing the development and growth of our youth 
groups. The State of Alaska has a population of over 
700,000 people; according to our records, nearly 2000 
of them are Masons. What better way to attract new 
members than by teaching our youth how to become 
better citizens? Our youth groups were organized to 
provide pathways for young people to develop into pro-
ductive members of our society. It is a way to provide 
ongoing examples of what a person should strive to 
become. Having our youth continue to grow and learn 
what it is to be a good citizen shows others the basis of 
our Masonic goals. This, in turn, is viewed by others, 
and helps to influence their friends, and provide reasons 
for them to join our organization. I was ignorant to the 
ways of DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, and Rainbow Girls 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER’S MESSAGE

Methods must be found to advertise our 
Masonic organizations; we must let the 

public know we exist and why being a Mason is 
important to them and to others.



Winter 2014 • 13

Light from the Great Land

before I assumed this responsibility. I needed to learn 
quickly, and since then I have become a believer as to 
just how important it is to promote these youth groups. 
These young people are just great. It is quite an expe-
rience to watch their growth and development. I have 
learned so much from them. It is gratifying to watch as 
they progress from timid, shy, young people to becom-
ing self-assured and confident young ladies and gentle-
men.

When I began this pursuit, there was only one group 
of Job’s Daughters and two Rainbow groups, but no 
DeMolay. My project was to help the existing orga-
nizations grow, and to form a group of DeMolay. I 
found that, at one time in the near past, we had had 
five chapters of DeMolay. There had been one each 
in Anchorage, Palmer, Juneau , Kenai and Fairbanks. 
What happened? As in so many organizations today, 
there is a lack of participation. I realize that our lives 
are extremely busy. There are so many activities, that it 
becomes necessary to pick and choose. In that choice, 
you must ask yourselves, which of my choices will, in 
the long run, most benefit me, my family, my home and 
even my country. There are many reasons and excuses 
why you simply don’t have the time to devote to even 
one more project. This is where your choice can be such 
an important decision. Masonic youth groups are de-

signed to develop young people and help them to be-
come honest, moral and upstanding citizens. My point 
is; you cannot have youth groups without adults. It is 
not just your child who is in the spotlight. Remember 
the old adage, “It takes a village”. So, maybe you aren’t 
all that interested in any children but your own, how-
ever consider the future. All of those children will be-
come the population that is supporting you in the years 
to come. You want them to be honest and productive 
citizens, right? It is everyone’s responsibility to see to it 
that our youth are educated in the best possible way, not 
just schooling, but in what it means to be a good person, 
one who is responsible, not just for themselves, but for 
others as well. In this way, we all benefit.
I leave you with this thought, we reap what we sow. To 
have each of our Masonic organizations exist, we need 
to become active, we need to find ways to attract new 
members, old and young. Without effort on our parts, 
our fraternity, as so many others have, will start to fade 
away as we elders pass.

Fraternally,

R. W. Douglas C. Teninty
Deputy Grand Master

Photo by W. Bro. Donald Hale
Members of the Juneau DeMolay Chapter meet Gov. Sean Parnell at the Juneau Veterans’ Day celebration on 
Nov. 11 at Centennial Hall. The boys served as ushers at the event. Pictured are, from left, Howard Colbert, 
Festus LaChester, Jacob Osborn, Edgar Gonzalez, Jake Yalung and Dan McCrummen.
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The Sun Low in 
the South

Brothers, this time of 
year is a time of many 

changes. The solar orb sinks to 
only eight degrees above the 

horizon at solstice. We elect and install new leaders of 
our lodge. And most important we celebrate that most 
important holiday of our faith!  Interestingly there is a 
correlation of all of these. All take place in the darkest 
days of the year. But as the sun after solstice rises 

higher and spreads more light each day, so does our 
faith inspire hope for new light in the world. And as 
Masons we look forward with our new leaders to bring 
enlightenment to our lodges. 

You will note that I refer to the new officers as 
leaders for that is what their obligations call on them 
to be. As you attend the installations of officers, listen 
to the obligations that are placed on these leaders, and 
the brothers of the lodge. The Chaplain calls for God 
to, “Fill his heart with Thy fear; that his tongue and 
actions may pronounce Thy glory. Make him steadfast 
in Thy service. Grant him firmness of mind. Animate 
his heart and strengthen his endeavors. May he teach 
Thy judgments and thy laws, and be Thy true and 
faithful servant.”  The new Master promises to uphold 
the constitutions and regulations of the Grand Lodge, 
the bylaws of his lodge. He agrees to the numerous 
ancient charges, (go to your monitor and read them in 
the installation ceremony). These are the charges and 
obligations of Masonry, of all Masons, and in them 
are the light and the tools for good men to improve 
themselves as men and as leaders.

The symbolic meaning of the officer’s jewels 
defines the character of a leader; the square to preserve 

and promote moral deportment, the level that we are all 
of the same stock, the plumb to be an upright citizen. We 
should punctually observe our duty and pursue virtue. 

These charges and obligations and those we all 
took in becoming Masons, are the tools by which we 
can all become leaders. It is our duty to support and 
assist each other and particularly to support those 
officers we have selected to lead our lodges. It is our 
duty to become involved and to be active in our lodges. 
Consider the great luminary of nature, which, rising in 
the East, regularly diffuses light and luster to all within 
its circle. In like manner it is your province to spread 
and communicate light. 

My Brothers you are leaders, our ancient craft 
has always been looked to for leadership, if we live 

our Masonry, our communities will look to us for that 
leadership in the future. We can spread the light of 
civility, humility, brotherly love, and friendship. Each 
of us in a small way can contribute to the luminance of 
our community. 

Finally my brothers may God bless you and your 
family in this joyous holiday season, may brotherly 
love prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement 
us!  Amen. 

Merry Christmas
Happy Hanukkah
John Bishop 
Junior Grand Warden

JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN’S MESSAGE

But as the sun after solstice rises higher 
and spreads more light each day, so 

does our faith inspire hope for new light in 
the world. 
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Have you ever been asked “What is a Mason” or 
some derivative of that same question?  The question 
is expounded by many different people in our lives. 
Sometimes it comes from our family members, who 
are taking a direct interest in one of our activities. 
Other times, from friends or colleagues who have heard 
conspiracy stories. Most of the time, it’s just a curiosity, 
because Masonry is always synonymous with secrets 
and people want to understand why.

The direct answer we all learn when we become a 
Mason is “A system of morality, veiled in allegory, and 
illustrated by symbols.” There are different variations 
of this same sentence used by Masons across the world. 
However, does that sentence really identify Masonry? I 
think not. The answer is a lot further than we, at present, 
realize.

The organization of Freemasonry has a rich history 
that goes back to the formation of the first Grand 
Lodge in London in 1717. However the history of 
Masonry goes back even further than the organization 
itself. 

The earliest Masonic texts each contain some sort of 
a history of the craft, or mystery, of Masonry. The oldest 
known work of this type, The Halliwell Manuscript, or 
Regius Poem, dating from between 1390 and 1425, has 
a brief history in its introduction, stating that the “craft 
of Masonry” began with Euclid in Egypt, and came to 
England during the reign of King Athelstan. Shortly 
afterwards, the Cooke Manuscript traces Masonry to 
Jabal son of Lamech, as noted in Genesis 4:20-22, and 
tells how this knowledge came to Euclid, from him to 
the Children of Israel, while they were in Egypt, and 

so on through an elaborate 
path to King Athelstan. 

This myth formed the 
basis for further manuscript 
constitutions, all tracing 
Masonry back to biblical 
times, and fixing its 
institutional establishment in England during the reign 
of King Athelstan from 927-939.

Freemasonry continues to this day, and is steeped 
in rich history. Any historian will tell you, to know 
where you are going, you need to know where you’ve 
been, and understanding the history of this society of 
brothers and fellows is imperative for personal growth 
and improvement in Masonry.

But history is not where Masonry starts and stops. 
This is just one of the many ancient mystery schools, 

and type of education provided by this amazing 
organization.

The term “Mystery” derives from Latin mysterium, 
from Greek mysterion, in this context meaning “secret 
rite or doctrine”. An individual who followed such a 
“Mystery” was a mystes, “one who has been initiated”, 
from myein “to close, shut”, a reference to secrecy 
(closure of “the eyes and mouth”) or that only initiates 
were allowed to observe and participate in rituals. The 
Mysteries were thus schools in which all religious 
functions were closed to the uninitiated and for which 
the inner workings of the school were kept secret from 
the general public.

But Masonry is not a religion. Masonry has many 
different aspects, one of which is “spirituality.” The 
difference between spirituality and religion, is the 

what is a Mason?
By nick adair

The organization of Freemasonry has a rich 
history that goes back to the formation 

of the first Grand Lodge in London in 1717. 
However the history of Masonry goes back 
even further than the organization itself. 
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difference between “knowing thyself” and “the belief 
in, and ‘worship’ of a superhuman controlling power, 
especially a personal God or gods.”

Masonry does have a requirement of a belief in God, 
or a higher power, but limits no man to one specific 
type of Deity, system, or dogma.

What Masonry does teach spiritually is how to 
make a good man better. What this means, is that men 
who are overburdened with immoral acts, regardless 
of belief in God or any higher power, will have a hard 
time benefitting from the ability to improve one’s self. 
The improvements apply to men with the ability to 
self-actualize. This ability is illustrated and explained 
in “A Theory of Human Motivation” by psychologist 
Abraham Maslow.

Many of these beliefs are deeply rooted in modern 
psychology, philosophy, and anthropology. The study 
of the human mind, the human condition, and human 
behavior. The design and purpose of the Lodge can be 
seen in Masonic Author Kirk MacNulty’s “Way of the 
Craftsman”, and W. L. Wilmshurst’s “The Meaning of 
Masonry.”

Our ritual work is one of the most important things 
that can be taught to a Mason, and is where we find all of 
our philosophies, written allegorically, and memorized 
by initiates. The purpose of the memorization is three 
fold. First, it is necessary to memorize certain parts of 
the ritual in order to continue to the next degree. Second, 
it is how we open and close our lodges. Third, and 
most importantly, knowing the ritual is the first step to 
understanding it. When we have the ritual in our minds, 
we can start to see how it applies when situations arise 
on a day to day basis, and how the use of our working 
tools will assist with understanding these situations, 
and how to handle them.

Finally, we come to the Fraternity of Masonry. Men 
who have come together for the historical, spiritual, 
intellectual, ritual, and philosophical hidden mysteries 
of Freemasonry. Spiritual Brothers who share the ability 
to help one another understand these schools, and assist 
each other in growing and becoming better men.

These brothers, throughout the years, have a deep 
foot-print into our modern society. Brothers who have 
applied Masonry to their lives, and allowed these 
philosophies to influence their thinking and decisions 
in a positive way:

Founding Fathers of the United States of America, 
such as: George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
John Hancock, Joseph Warren, Paul Revere, Henry 

Knox, and many others.

Military and Political Leaders, such as:  General 
Henry Harley “Hap” Arnold, General Douglas 
MacArthur, and General John Pershing.

Men who have shaped business in this country, such 
as: Henry Ford, Walter Chrysler, John Jacob Astor, 
J.C. Penny, Andrew Melton, and even Wendy’s 
Hamburger Mogel, Dave Thomas.

Authors such as:  Arthur Conan Doyle, Rudyard 
Kipling, Alexander Pope, and Oscar Wilde.

Even American Astronauts and Athletes such as:  
Colonel Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, John Glenn, Ty 
Cobb, Willie Mays, Denton True “Cy” Young, and 
even Shaquille O’Neal.

Masonic education will always be a continuing effort 
in all of the aforementioned schools. Like any school of 
study, there are many different aspects to learn. All of 
which are complementary to each other.

Understanding what it means to be a Mason is not 
something that can be summarized in just one sentence. 
If I try to summarize Masonry, I would say: “Masonry 
is a fraternity of brothers who preserve and observe 
an ongoing system of morality, education, history, 
spirituality, and virtue.”

Editors Note: This article originally appeared in 
Living Stones Magazine Vol 4 Issue 5 (October 2014): 
4–5. Reprinted by permission of the author.
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(Chaplain’s Minute)

You May be Right, I 
May be Crazy

By Paul A. Evermon II, Chaplain Aurora 
Lodge #15

After last month’s “Chaplain’s Minute” I received a 
lot of feedback, but I was particularly pleased with the 
brother who complimented me on my presentation but 
stated that he disagreed with 99% of it. It brought to 
mind one of my favorite Billy Joel songs whose primary 
lyric is “You May be Right, I May Be Crazy.”

The reason I was pleased in that the purpose of my 
talks are intended to make you THINK!; you cannot 
disagree without thinking. I hope that no one EVER 
completely agrees with me when I give one of these 
talks.

Few of us in this time-managed multimedia era 
regularly sets aside time for quiet contemplation. Inside 
this tyled Lodge I would prefer that we were as much 
like our eighteenth century Brothers as possible even 
meeting by the lights of flames with nothing electrical 
or electronic allowed. The still small voice which helps 
you judge truth is best heard in personal silence whether 
reading, writing, or listening. I realize that I have a 
unique responsibility because I understand I probably 
have a greater part of your attention at this moment than 

any other human being has had today or will again until 
we next meet.

I do not seek to lead anyone anywhere, only to 
urge you down your own path. The ideas I share are 
a snapshot of what I believe at this moment subject to 
modification based on new revelatory insights at any 
time. Because I have committed to making these talks 
a part of the permanent record of the Lodge, I expect 
that I may someday be embarrassed to be reminded of 
things that I have said.

The person in the room with his mouth open (Me) 
is the person least likely to be learning anything at this 
moment because, even though I am very focused, I lack 
a quiet mind. I humbly suggest that each of you take the 
opportunity to quiet your mind as much as possible and 
try not to construct counterpoints but to simply view 
my concepts as something to consider no matter how 
foreign they might be to your current beliefs. For me, 
the only concepts not in play are the existence of the 
eternal GATU and the existence of my eternal soul.
Each of you might be right, I might be crazy. I just urge 
you be courageous and follow your path wherever it 
leads and be prepared to have your life-long assumptions 
and beliefs called into question. I have changed a great 
deal since I became a Mason. I think I am a better man 
and I think I have made progress towards the East, but 
I might be crazy. 

Paul A. Evermon II
Chaplain Aurora Lodge #15
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[Shawn Eyer, FPS, is a Past Master of Academia Lodge 
No. 847 of Oakland, California, and Junior Warden of 
The Lodge of the Nine Muses No. 1776 in Washington, 
D.C. He is the Editor of Philalethes: The Journal for 
Masonic Research and Letters.]

Now that Masonic education is finally back in 
style, there is a growing demand for lodge talks, 
interpretive articles, and research papers among 
the Craft. But for one who has never worked on 
such a project before, where to begin?

INTRODUCTION

One of the best ways to increase our store of knowledge 
is to engage in a bit of Masonic study. This is something 
that nearly anyone can do, given the support and 
encouragement—and not just do, but do well. Writing 
a Masonic paper provides an opportunity for us to:

* contemplate the ritual itself more seriously and 
thoroughly

* become more familiar with standard Masonic 
references (encyclopedias, monitors, interpretive 
works)

* converse with our Masonic peers for their insights
* and (most importantly) to better apply the lessons 
of Freemasonry in our own lives.

Although thousands of books have been written about 
Freemasonry already, we shouldn’t worry whether 
there is anything new or valuable to say. Nor should 
one be distressed by claims that our work is self-
explanatory and has no need of study or interpretation.1 

The opposite is true, and George Oliver got it right 
when he said that “we ought not to be contented with 
deriving one moral lesson from every single emblem 
depicted on our Tracing Board... [b]ut to consider each 
as a text on which to build a copious Lecture.”2 There 
is, in fact, no end to the delights of Masonic research.

As we resolve to begin such a project, let us remember 
that in the monitorial lecture of the First Degree, we are 
taught that it is “necessary that there should be Wisdom 
to contrive, Strength to support, and Beauty to adorn all 
great and important undertakings.”

Since there is every reason to consider your research 
project as a “great and important undertaking,” one 
might say that, in a sense, the tradition itself proposes 
a method for how we might approach the work of a 
Masonic paper. Let’s take a look at how Wisdom, 
Strength and Beauty can be our “template” for 
excellence as we set off on our studies.

WISDOM TO CONTRIVE

Finding & Refining a Topic
Our phrase “Wisdom to contrive” evokes many things: 
knowledge, understanding, and creativity. Speaking 
traditionally, it refers to the Wisdom embodied in 
King Solomon. None of us have Solomon’s great 

Writing a MaSonic paper: 
WiSdoM, Strength and Beauty aS 

a guide to preparation
By ShaWn eyer
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wisdom, but even so it is held out to us as an aspiration. 
In traditional sources, Solomon’s wisdom enables 
him to judge with insight, to solve riddles and to gain 
insight into spiritual matters. All of these are tasks that 
we ourselves encounter when doing Masonic research.

One of the first questions we ask ourselves is, “Where 
do I begin?” The Craft is a daunting subject: its 
ceremonies, history, symbolism, artwork and literature 
are truly a vast expanse, and one in which we feel we 
may become lost.

Follow your instinct and your curiosity. Next time 
you’re at a ceremony, look around the room at the 
symbols. Listen carefully to the words. Think about 
your questions, and what naturally interests you. 
When we select our topic from personal introspection, 
that’s when the work becomes the most meaningful. If 
the teachings of Masonry speak to us at all, they are 
capable of suggesting the topics we need to further 
explore at any given time. So do not select a topic; let 
the topic find you. It may be a word, a gesture, a form 
in the ritual. It may be a passage in a lecture, or symbol 
displayed in the lodge room. It may be something you 
read in a Masonic book, or something you have been 
wondering about for years. The topic will come to you.

From there, it may need a bit of refining. Often, early 
in our work, we may be attracted to topics such as “The 
Meaning of the Apprentice Degree.” But a closer look 
will teach us more, so focus in on some specific symbols 
or moments in the degree you want to study. A strong 
focus will save us from being sidetracked. Be sure to 
mention your topic both to your assigned Mentor and to 
the Worshipful Master for their insight: they may assist 
you in refining it.

But won’t a narrow focus be too restrictive? Ironically, 
this is far from the case! When the topic is too broad, 
like “Masonry’s Impact on the World” or “Initiation 
in All Ages,” our work becomes restricted by vague 
generalities. But when a topic is narrower, like “The 
First Test of the Apprentice Candidate” or “The Trowel 
as the Primary Working Tool,” we can more profitably 
engage the topic. Subtraction opens up doors for us; 
it gives us room to express ourselves. This is one 
lesson we might derive from the working tools of the 
first degree: the Perfect Ashlar is created by removing 
excess material. Measure with the gauge, remove with 
the gavel. Consider that narrowing things down in the 
right way is actually a creative act.

STRENGTH TO SUPPORT

Soundness, References & Structure
Now that we have a topic, the next step is obvious. It’s 
time to read up on it. There are thousands of Masonic 
books, and many of them will bear on our topic. The 
trick might be finding the right ones—not everything 
published on Freemasonry is true, or sound, or even 
sane. If we’re new to the Craft it may be useful for us to 
seek advice from the Masonic formation or education 
director of the Lodge.

A logical first stop for any beginning Masonic work is at 
the reference shelf. Several authors compiled Masonic 
encyclopedias, and each of them has merit. The most 
influential and important Masonic encyclopedia is by 
Albert G. Mackey. Brother Mackey took Freemasonry 
seriously as a spiritual and philosophical tradition. His 
encyclopedia is not entirely accurate (nothing of that 
length is), but generally speaking it’s a great “first stop” 
for getting a sense of what the Masons who came before 
us had to say about a given topic. Most of the other 
Masonic encyclopedists—such as Lenning, Oliver, 
Macoy, Woodford, Mackenzie and Waite—shared 
Mackey’s perspective that Masonry was profound. In 
the mid-twentieth century another perspective emerged: 
that of Masonry as a merely fraternal and philanthropic 
organization. This school of thought has produced one 
Masonic encyclopedia (edited by Henry Wilson Coil), 
which is worth consulting for historical information, 
but which tends to state that certain symbols have only 
trite and commonplace meanings, or none at all.
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From there, it’s time to see if there are any books or 
respected Masonic periodicals which might have 
bearing on our subject. A visit to the Lodge library 
may be in order, and perhaps we will find ourselves 
investing in some new Masonic books of our own.

As we explore our topic and begin to write, we shouldn’t 
be afraid to share our own perspectives even as we 
summarize the opinions of the Masons of the past. Our 
perspective today is vitally important, especially when 
it is properly informed by reference to the ideas that 
came before us and produced the Masonry we know.

Avoid Using Internet Sources
Warning: One cannot Google oneself to Masonic light. 
While some good Masonic information is available 
online, we need to avoid “junk-food” level information. 
There are websites everywhere that claim to offer 
serious Masonic information, but many are not actually 
as scholarly as they represent. Too many website 
citations can make any paper look less credible. We 
should cite printed sources whenever possible.

Record Appropriate Citations
A lodge talk is not an academic paper, and does not 
need to be cited like one. However, it is a good habit 
to cite the sources one has used. Of course all direct 
quotations must be cited in a footnote.

When papers are read in Lodge, of course, the footnote 
citations are not read. To do so would make the meeting 
tedious and distract from your overall message.

But for publication, sources are critical. One mistake 
Masonic writers often make is failure to include enough 
citations. When it comes to the “cold facts,” remember 
that unless you personally witnessed something, you 
are reliant upon sources. And in the realm of opinion, 
if someone else has expressed a given point of view 
before you, you should provide a citation to that effect.

Provide Context
Remember, when introducing a work or an author that 
may be unfamiliar to some members of the audience, 
always briefly state some context. Example:

Unclear:
The Corpus Hermeticum tells us that “The sun is 
situated in the center of the universe, and wears it 
like a crown.”

Much Improved:
The Corpus Hermeticum, a collection of mystical 

texts from the late classical period which was highly 
influential during the European Renaissance, tells 
us that “The sun is situated in the center of the 
universe, and wears it like a crown.”99

...with the footnote: 99Corpus Hermeticum 16.7.

With Style, You’ll Stand Out a Mile
Finally, if you are submitting your article to a journal, be 
sure to follow its chosen style. Philalethes has adopted 
the Chicago Manual of Style, and supplements this with 
special guidelines for Masonic writing available upon 
request. Editors appreciate attention to these details.

The careful use of good and relevant sources will lend 
real Strength to a paper on just about any topic. Let’s 
make our papers and presentations strong, like the Doric 
pillars of the Parthenon, a temple of wisdom that, even 
in ruins, inspires and enchants all who lay eyes upon it.

BEAURY TO ADORN

Polishing, Framing & Style
Though all of the classical orders of architecture are 
based upon the ratios of the human body and the 
harmonies of nature, only the Corinthian order actually 
includes shapes of life within it. What was abstract 
stone now bursts forth with living forms. Hard principle 
flowers into warm, delicate life.
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Adorning our paper with Beauty follows much the 
same pattern. Although this is not a step common in 
academic writing, it is highly desirable in the context 
of Lodge talks and papers dealing with our ancient and 
gentle Craft. Our strong columns are best crowned with 
green laurel.

Beauty, like Wisdom and Strength, cannot be faked. 
The ultimate source of it is within us, and the best way 
to ensure that our papers are beautiful is to dare to reveal 
ourselves in them. Allowing our emotions to guide our 
writing, without permitting them to override the logical 
part of the discussion, is critical to taking any Masonic 
talk into that special zone where the “classroom” feeling 
disappears, and we feel (as we should) that we are all 
meeting on the level for the contemplation of the best 
and finest within the Craft.

But what should we do if that human side, our personal 
perspective, is too personal, or comes off sounding 
too self-absorbed—as anything introspective and 
contemplative can do? Simple: rely upon the words of 
others to communicate your message in those cases. 
After all, not every citation in our paper needs to be 
for the purposes of mere documentation of facts. A 
quotation can “document,” so to speak, emotional 
and spiritual realities rather than facts. The interesting 
thing about a wonderful quote is that it allows us to 
say something grand without asking the audience to 
believe that we personally are “grand enough” to say 
it on our own authority. We can quote the Psalms or 
Ralph Waldo Emerson or Plato or T.S. Eliot in support 
and appreciation of beautiful ideas, without needing to 
actually be an inspired prophet, a mystic, a philosopher 
or a poet ourselves.

Such quotations can add luster, impact and wider 
context to our prose. Where can they be found? Masonic 
writers who are well known for their eloquence are 
William Preston, Albert Pike, W.L. Wilmshurst and 
J.F.Newton. And one need not limit oneself to Masonic 
authors. If a quote really fits what we are saying, it 
doesn’t matter if the author is a Mason. The Masonic 
ritual itself quotes from the Bible, Josephus, Vitruvius 
and William Shakespeare.

SOME EXTREMES TO AVOID

Of course, a large part of Beauty is understanding what 
not to do. The Greek playwright Euripides said that 
moderation is “the noblest gift of heaven.”3 As we work 
to subdue our passions and keep within due bounds, we 

naturally tend to avoid destructive extremes. In writing 
our papers and talks about Freemasonry, we can ensure 
better work by carefully guarding our writing from 
some immoderate tendencies that all-too-frequently 
hamper today’s Masonic discourse.

The Architectural Extremes
Just as Wisdom, Strength and Beauty are aptly illustrated 
by the classic orders of Ionic, Doric and Corinthian 
architecture, our tradition also reminds us of two other 
orders: the Tuscan and the Composite. The Tuscan 
order, we are taught, is simplistic and unoriginal. The 
Composite is an amalgamation of all the orders, overly 
ornate and lacking in its own essential character. It’s 
not hard to imagine these two “wayward” orders—as 
our Fellow Craft degree seems to represent them—as 
metaphorical descriptions of a Masonic writing effort 
that hasn’t quite hit the mark.

A Tuscan paper could be one where there isn’t 
enough there—not so much in terms of length, but of 
substance. Perhaps the author is simply summarizing 
some things he has read, but puts very little effort 
into interpretation. The paper may read a bit like an 
outline. It might be a good start, a good basis...but more 
effort will allow it to flourish. Perhaps it needs a more 
thorough grounding in reference to work that’s already 
been done on the topic. Or perhaps we have written a 
good summary, but neglected to lend it the character 
of our own interpretations and feelings. The Tuscan 
pillar’s simplicity is also potential...it could be turned 
into any other kind of pillar by the judicious use of the 
working tools. Keep working—soon we will have the 
paper we need.

A Composite paper might be one when too much is there. 
Perhaps themes arise and disappear; or the citations are 
overabundant and inconsistent; or unnecessary detail 
abounds, stifling the main narrative. A paper like this 
is definitely unsuitable for presentation in lodge, as it 
will be too confusing for the listener. Even for reading, 
it may be too bogged down. For such a paper we 
recommend the gauge and the common gavel. Chisel 
away: there may be an impressive Corinthian pillar 
under there!

While polar opposites on the one hand, the too-simplistic 
and the overworked styles actually have something 
important in common. As Masonry teaches, both the 
Tuscan and the Composite were unoriginal, “having 
nothing but that which is borrowed.” Originality, your 
own personal Masonic perspective, is the breath of life 
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within your paper.

Your brethren will benefit because it makes a paper 
more interesting to read or to hear. But you will reap 
the greatest benefit: a more personal application of 
Masonry within your daily life.

Abuse of Masonic Authorities
An unfortunate trend in Masonic writing for the last 
half century has been the adoption of a condescending 
or dismissive tone of address in reference to well-
known Masonic writers of the past. This has worsened 
in recent decades, devolving into an open disrespect for 
many formerly treasured Masonic philosophers. The 
cause is partly that religious opponents of Freemasonry 
frequently cite the works of George Oliver, Albert 
Mackey, Albert Pike, J.S.M. Ward and W.L. 
Wilmshurst. Some brethren mistakenly feel that, in 
defense, we should disown these brethren and disregard 
their work as worthless or largely worthless. There has 
even been some revisionism, attempting to suggest that 
few people ever read these writers or that they were 
ever highly regarded in the first place.

These authors were human, and made mistakes—
sometimes big ones. However, the popular approach 
of insulting the memories and the life’s work of the 
Masons of the past is contrary to both sense and virtue. 
The works of these authors are not the “final word,” 
but interesting words they are, and good brothers they 
were. Do not attempt to appear sophisticated by taking 
jabs at the experts of the past. This is the lowest form of 
Masonic discourse—if it can be termed Masonic at all.

Avoid Relativism
It is true that we must all interpret Freemasonry for 
ourselves, and it is also true that all Masons “meet 
on the Level” of equality. There is no limit to the 
possible interpretations that Masons have for their 
Craft experience. However, in recent years it has 
become popular to somehow translate these facts into 
a conclusion that doesn’t follow: that Masonry means 
“whatever we want it to mean,” and that it has no 
meaning of its own, other than what we give it. This 
directly contradicts Masonry’s claim to embody “wise 
and serious truths,” as well as the notion of the Craft as 
a progressive science.

So we must not get pulled into the idea that Masonry 
is just a Rorschach test. Yes, by all means, we should 
read into it, permute it, explore it, imagine it, make it 
our own. But let’s never forget that it claims to transmit 

symbolism of great importance. It challenges us: 
“Understand me!”

Avoid Absolutism
On the other hand, it is critical to avoid statements or 
implications that our work interprets Masonry “once 
and for all.” While few authors state it that explicitly, 
it can come across in their work through phrases like 
“this can only mean” or “the true meaning.” When 
symbolism is being discussed we should always leave 
room to include further insights, and even in discussing 
historical facts, we should avoid claims of establishing 
“proof.”

Avoiding absolutism doesn’t mean we need be timid 
and apologetic for every opinion we offer. But we 
should use phrases like, “it may well be” and “wouldn’t 
it be astonishing if” when offering our own original 
views or when endorsing those of others.

By imbuing our papers with heartfelt commentary, by 
enriching them with fitting quotations, by honoring 
those brethren who came before us as is their due, by 
finding the mean between the cynical and uncritical 
approaches, we will surmount our massy stone pillars 
of wisdom with the lush green of the forest—with the 
Beauty that attracts the soul and cannot be ignored.

WHEN THE PAPER IS COMPLETED

Once a paper is fully crafted, it is time to share it. If 
it doesn’t deal explicitly with the private ritual work, 
it can be shared with the whole world. If the paper is 
suitable only for Masonic consideration, then it is best if 
it is presented orally before a tiled gathering of Masons.

Delivery in Lodge
Submit the paper to the Worshipful Master for his 
consideration and let him know that you are ready to 
present it to the Lodge at his pleasure and convenience. 
If he is agreeable to the idea, he will schedule an 
appropriate time for the delivery.
In addition, many jurisdictions feature Masonic lodges 
that were formed for research only, and do not confer 
degrees. These research lodges may welcome your 
work.

Publication
Philalethes is happy to consider your submission, and 
there are several other Masonic journals and magazines 
that might be interested in your completed article. Study 
the format of each publication carefully when deciding 
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where to submit your work. As always, consult with the 
editors.

The Internet
If your paper deals only with historical or monitorial 
material, or if it is suitably discreet regarding esoteric 
matters, it may be appropriate for it to be shared over 
your lodge’s website, or via the sites of various research 
organizations.

RETURNING TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER

One of the great pleasures for anyone who has crafted 
a Masonic talk is that moment when the Worshipful 
Master calls him to the northeast corner of the Lodge 
and joins the brethren in rapt attention as the reading 
begins. We have labored in obscure quarries, and now 
we are bringing our best results up to the sun. We 
should deliver our paper as we imagine Hiram might 
deliver a precious ashlar to his King. Now our effort 
becomes part of the life of the Lodge, helping every 
brother present to form a deeper understanding of the 
chosen topic. Warmly anticipate the discussion that 
will surely follow, and the additional light that will be 
gleaned from the insights and reactions of our fellows. 
This is one of the work’s great rewards. As Bronson 
Alcott so fittingly expressed:

There is a magic in free speaking, especially 
on sacred themes, most potent and resistless. It 
is refreshing, amidst the inane common-places 
bandied in pulpits and parlors, to hear a hopeful 
word from an earnest, upright soul. Men rally 
around it as to the lattice in summer heats, to 
inhale the breeze that flows cool and refreshing 
from the mountains, and invigorates their 

languid frames. Once heard, they feel a buoyant 
sense of health and hopefulness, and wonder 
that they should have lain sick, supine so long, 
when a word has power to raise them from their 
couch, and restore them to soundness. And once 
spoken, it shall never be forgotten; it charms, 
exalts; it visits them in dreams, and haunts them 
during all their wakeful hours. Great, indeed, is 
the delight of speech; sweet the sound of one’s 
bosom thought, as it returns laden with the 
fragrance of a brother’s approval.4

NOTES

[The article originally appeared in Philalethes: The 
Journal for Masonic Research and Letters 63(2010): 
23–29. Reprinted by permission of the author.]

1 See Henry Wilson Coil, Coil’s Masonic Encyclopedia, 
Revised Edition (Richmond,Va.: Macoy, 1995), 
158, where in speaking of the Masonic lectures, Coil 
claims that: “The work is ‘parrot’ talk and requires no 
understanding of substance, if, indeed any attempt to 
philosophize would not be disastrous. [...T]here is only 
one official interpretation or meaning, that being the 
very lectures [themselves]....”
2 George Oliver, The Symbol of Glory: Shewing the 
Object and End of Freemasonry (London: Richard 
Spencer, 1850), 155.
3 Euripides, Medea 636.
4 A. Bronson Alcott, “Orphic Sayings.” The Dial 
1(1840): 85–98; 89.
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Low Twelve Bell

“To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. BAKER, of Waukegan, in the county of Lake and State of Illinois, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Bells; and I do hereby declare and make known that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, reference being 

had to the accompanying drawings and the letters and fig-
ures marked thereon, which form part of this specification.” 
So states Patent No. 56,160, dated July 10, 1866 and titled 
Improved Method of Hanging Bells.

The photo at left 
is a working ex-
ample of Brother 
Baker’s hanging 
bell, presented 

to Matanuska Lodge No. 7 by the brethren of Fairbanks Lodge 
No. 12. The photo of the label at right is on the bottom of the bell 
and gives instruction on the proper operation of the same. The drawing below accompanied Bro. Baker’s pat-
ent application and shows the bell actually hanging.

Upon removing the top of the box to effect repairs, we found that in 
this application of the Baker’s “Low-Twelve” Bell, the crystal bowl 
(bell) was fastened to the bottom of the box. It is remarkable that 
the glass bowl that is the bell has remained intact for over 150 years 
(see below). 

This bell still functions, but it 
requires some work to restore 

it to optimum operation.

There are several examples of 
crystal bells or chimes being used for the ceremony of the Master Mason 
degree (see below). 

We have even heard of “clockwork” versions of the Bak-
er Low Twelve Bell. We are awaiting the day when our 
bell can be used in an actual degree.  

Low Twelve Bell - Mystic 
Lodge, Cambridge, MA

Low Twelve Bell - National 
Heritage Museum, Lexington, 
MA
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