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We work very hard at making sure this newsletter is a success, and is received by 
all Masons in the great state of Alaska.

And we would love to hear from you!
Are you going to hold a special event at your lodge?  Have you had a recent 
event that you would like to tell Alaskan Masons about?  Have you done a 
research paper and want to share it with the rest of the Masons in Alaska?

Or for any reason in particular. 

Submit Articles to:  Executive Editor
R.W. John D. May

jmay.freemasonry@gmail.com
Sumission Guidelines are on Page 2

Have an Article, Paper, or Publication 
you would like to submit to 
Light from the Greatland?
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From the East
Message from the Grand Master

As the sun rises in the East,

Brethren, we have just enjoyed the fellowship of our annual 
communication.  I am so humbled and honored by your 
faith and support; words can not express the depth of 
my appreciation and commitment to our Grand Lodge.  
We, who you have elected to serve, are here to serve 
you, our Lodges, and Masonry.  Our duties, obligations, 
responsibilities, and limitations are enumerated in our 
Masonic Code and the Ancient Landmarks of our Craft.  
Beyond that, we are committed in our hearts to serve you 
and our Grand Lodge!

In the year ahead, we hope to inspire Leadership 
development, promote Masonic Education, and Civility 

within our Lodges and communities.  Leadership starts 
with planning - a meeting plan, a yearly plan, and a long 
range plan.  Now is the time for you who are Wardens to 
start on your plans for next year and the future of your 
Lodge.  If you need help, contact your District Deputy or 
the training committee.

Masonic Education may well be an informal opportunity 
for fellowship, as well discussing Masonic subjects.  The 
Masonic Research and Education Committee will be 
developing programs that will be transmitted electronically 
to all Lodges quarterly.  The purpose of the program is to 
generate open discussion among Brethren.  It is intended 
that these be used as best suits the circumstances of your 
Lodge.  These may be used in the Lodge dining room, your 
living room, or any other place that you choose.  I suggest 
that you use them informally, rather than in tiled Lodge.

Brethren, we need to rise to the occasion, the necessity of 
our society, and be Leaders in Civility in our communities.  
We need to be open and respectful to the views of others.  
Show courtesy in all our actions, and remember: “every 
human being has a claim on your kind offices”, and “do 
good unto all”.  By adhering to our obligations, we can 
make a difference; we can promote Brotherly Love and 
Affection.  By doing so we will be leaders in the community, 
strengthen our Lodges, and retain and encourage our 
Brothers!

Brethren, I am looking forward to the year ahead and its 
challenges.  I look forward to visiting all of our Lodges, 
meeting and working with all of you, and promoting the 
future of our great and ancient Craft!

Be Ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of 
Love and Peace delight to dwell with you and all regular 
Masons!

So Mote it Be.

M.W. John K. Bishop
Grand Master

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017
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Hello Brothers,

Another great Grand Lodge Session is behind us on the 
calendar.  Thank you to all the brothers, sisters, family and 
friends who helped to make this event a success.  I want to 
thank all the brethren for the support they have given the 
Grand Lodge this past year, and thank you for having faith 
in me to continue in the Grand Line.

The business of Grand Lodge is important, but my favorite 
part is meeting with my brothers from far and wide.  Real 
Masonry happens in the hallway, at the dinner table, and 
it happens wherever brothers have time to shake hands and 
talk.  It was great to see you again, and I can’t wait for our 
next meeting.

Most Worshipful Bo Cline posed great questions on our 
“Alaska Masons” Facebook page: “What attracted you to 
Masonry?”  “What has kept you involved in Masonry?”  
These questions arise from some statistics about Masonic 
participation:

In the 50’s, the average length of membership was over 20 
years.  In the 70’s, the average length of membership was 10 
years.  And, in the 90’s, the average length of membership 
was between 4-6 years.

We all have different reasons for our continued participation 
in the Craft.  Let us learn how to share our enthusiasm with 
our young Masons and get them involved for many years 
to come.

A brother asked me during Grand Lodge, “Why is it called 
a Blue Lodge?” I could not answer it at the time but after 
some research, I now know the answer.  The answer to 
that can be found further into this magazine.  Thanks for 
asking brother, I had a great time looking it up.

We talked about snowmachining the “Trek Over the 
Top” from Tok to Dawson City and back.  We missed the 
deadline for this year, but let’s make plans for a Masonic 
group to do the ride together next spring.  March 8 thru 
11, 2018.  Sign up starts August 1st.

Take some time to visit:  www.civilitycenter.org.  There is 
some great info there.

Facebook also has some great Masonic outlets, such as 
“Alaska Masons”, “Masons4Civility”, “Grand Lodge of 
Alaska”, and most of our Alaskan Lodges have Facebook 
pages

Don’t forget about freemason.ak@gmail.com.  This comes 
directly to me for comments or questions.

Have a great year brothers!
Set the example to preserve the inspiration!

R.W. Keith E. Herve
Deputy Grand Master

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017

Deputy Grand Master’s Message
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Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017

Brethren,

Thank you; I am honored by your continued confidence 
and support.  I look forward to continuing to serve you, 
and our Grand Lodge, this ensuing year as Senior Grand 
Warden.

These past few months, I have enjoyed meeting with many 
of you, sharing in fellowship, and several memorable 
conversations.  Many lodges are beginning to experience 
revitalization and growth.  Nevertheless, most of our 
lodges are struggling with a few issues, including meetings, 
activities and events, finances, the Ritual, and Masonic 
education.  On an individual level, many of us dedicate 
much of our precious, limited time and resources to 
Masonry.  Often enough, we become discouraged when 
our labors do not yield immediate, bountiful results.

Brethren, I believe many of these problems are a matter 
context, stemming from an antiquated business model.  
In the mid-1800’s, radical changes occurred within North 
American Freemasonry, which eroded our foundation.  We 
lost the old traditions and we inherited the American Blue 
Lodge model that we know today.  Over generations, this 
lodge model acquiesced to the profane world; our symbolism 
and ceremonies were cleansed of misunderstood substance, 
in order to market Masonry to the public.  Grand Lodges, 
constituent lodges, and the Appendant and Concordant 
Bodies have all been fixated on enlarging membership, 
trying to satiate themselves with quantity.  This groupthink 
business model continues throughout North America to 
this day, failing our Masons and our lodges.

Consider the context of this logic.  Ancient temples and 
cathedrals were thoughtfully built over several decades and 
centuries.  These edifices are sacred because they are few.

We can correct this situation if we undertake to invest our 
time, to thoughtfully build a few Masons.  Our focus must 
be that of quality and enriching experiences for Masons.  
We must work to restore our traditions, encourage 
innovation, and stand united.  Those old traditions that 
once elevated Masonry to global prestige will once again 
create meaningful and lasting experiences for our Masons.  
We must innovate to create business models that prudently 
employ time and resources of our Masons.  Grand Lodge, 

Blue Lodge, Scottish Rite, York Rite, Shrine… we must be 
unified of heart and mind.

Some of my most memorable experiences in Masonry have 
been amongst a small group of Masons, working together 
to improve ourselves in Masonry.  In my heart, I have found 
that less is more.  I wouldn’t trade my experiences with my 
Brother Masons for a million new members.

I look forward to continuing this conversation with you 
soon…  Tradition.  Innovation.  Union.

Sincerely & Fraternally,

R.W. John D. May
Senior Grand Warden

Senior Grand Warden's Message
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Musings from the Grand South,

Brethren, I know this year’s election was a tense and 
hard fought battle.  For those of you that supported my 
nomination, thank you.  For those that didn’t, thanks 
anyway.  I can only to do the best I can and I assure you all 
that I will make that effort.

As has often been discussed, membership is declining.  It has 
been for over 30 years that I can truthfully say I remember.  
There is not much we can do about the members that are 
called on high each year.  There is something that can be 
done about the member who becomes disenchanted because 
he is not made to feel welcome, or doesn’t see the value in 
just attending an admittedly dull business meeting once a 
month.  So, what can be done?  I don’t have the answer, 
however I can truthfully say that I can point at some good 
examples of lodges that are having positive results.

Masonic Education
There is a wide variety of subjects that can fall under this 

category.  Remember also that an education program need 
not always have a strict focus on things Masonic.  There are 
any number of topics that may be of interest that have more 
to do with the world around us and what we, as citizens 
and Masons, can do to have a positive influence.  All it 
takes is someone to step up and offer to lead a program one 
evening.  Remember also, if you are not at the lodge you 
may be able to have a good presentation accompanied by 
good discussion and still have a toddy and snacks.

Fellowship
Recently, a younger EA that I am trying to coach offered 
some comments that fall right in line with some of my 
thoughts.  He is building a business and has a family 
that needs a lot of his attention.  He recently told me 
that one of the things he was looking for and not seeing 
much of these types of activities with the brothers, with 
and without family involvement outside of lodge that was 
“a group of friends getting together for some fun”.  Such 
things as camping, fishing, hunting, family outings, etc.  As 
brothers, we don’t really do much of that kind of thing.  I 
do have fond memories of a group of brothers that used to 
go camp and fish for a week each year.  The story was that 
we were going king salmon fishing.  It was that, and a lot 
of fish were caught, but it was some of the most enjoyable 
fellowship that I can recall.  Kings with a fly rod in the 
Alaskan outdoors with friends.  What more could you 
want?

Get your newer members to speak up about the kinds of 
programs they would like to see, then get out of the way 
and let them run with the program.  Monitor close enough 
to be sure they stay within due bounds, but give them the 
opportunity to bring something to the lodge.  The newer 
and younger members are the future, welcome them, and 
encourage them to bring their ideas to the group.  You 
might find that you enjoy some of the same things and you 
might grow your lodge.

All I ask is that you give these ideas some thought.

Yours in the faith,

R.W. Norm Gutcher
Junior Grand Warden

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017

Junior Grand Warden's Message
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Brethren,

Why would my first article include a job description?  
Well, I'm making the assumption I'm not the only one 
who didn't know the exact duties for the office of Grand 
Lecturer.  For those who, like me, didn't; here’s my job for 
the next year!  Thank you Grand Master for appointing me 
to this position.  I will do my level best to fulfill the duties 
of this office.  May my lectures and articles be always short 
and to the point.

The science behind the words.  Spoken words are how we 
take a thought and through deliberate vibrations of our 
vocal cords, transmit this thought using air as a medium 
and pressure waves to vibrate the thin membrane of the 
eardrum in our listener.  These complex vibrations are 
converted to electrical impulses to the brain where they 
are separated, prioritized and decoded into images and 
meanings that, if successful, should be similar or exactly 
the same as the original thought in the speakers mind.  We 
all know from experience, this is not always the case.

What we think, what we say, what the listener hears or 

understands, is not always the same thing.  This is why I love 
our Masonic ritual!  You can hear a lecture given in lodge 
a hundred times and never “hear” all the meaning behind 
the words.  Memorizing, or as I like to call it internalizing a 
lecture, breaths life and meaning to the words.  It opens the 
mind to the deeper lessons behind and between the words.

Memorize a lecture.  Word perfect.  Know the meaning 
of the words and how to pronounce them.  If you don't 
fully understand the subject; research it.  Don't just parrot 
the words.  If you're going to say “Perfect Ashler” in a 
lecture, know and understand what one is.  Use emotion, 
enthusiasm and inflection to keep the listeners interest 
peaked.  Lecture is NOT synonymous with boring.

You need to transmit the meaning and lesson of the lecture 
to the listener, which can only be done effectively if you are 
an expert on the subject matter.  When done properly, the 
lecture can be the highlight of a candidates degree night, 
as it was for me.  Hearing the lectures from leaders and 
mentors like MW Sam Medsker, VW Monte Ervin, MW 
Gene Freemen and others as I journeyed through the three 
degrees of Masonry, is my fondest memory.  It impressed 
me beyond measure how much work these guys did for me.  
That's just how it felt; like they memorized that lecture just 
for me.  That's how every candidate for Masonry should 
feel after they leave the lodge room after a degree.

We hear a lot of talk about improving yourself in Masonry.  
Learning a lecture, internalizing it and presenting it with 
meaning and inflection will not only improve yourself in 
Masonry but improve the craft with the valuable lessons 
contained within the beautiful lectures of our degrees.

V.W. Kevin C. Tenant
Grand Lecturer

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017

Message from the Grand Lecturer
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In the job of Grand Orator,

I have the feeling that I must study what Masonry is, 
and what it does.  When I find some answers to those 
questions, my job is complete.  Also, this report helps me 
to understand more about our work.  I continue to study, 
knowing that more understanding is important.  Our 
records indicate Masonry is old, and when the light comes 
on, men will listen.

Modern discoveries invariably sustain and confirm the 
traditions of Masonry.  So, in a like manner, a house divided 
against itself cannot stand.  Let, therefore, brotherly love 
prevail.  Among you, let no one change this system that has 
worked around the world from time immemorial.  The first 
obligation of a Mason, or his supreme duty and his chief 
virtue, is that of silence and secrecy.  And, if the first lesson 
is heeded, the initiate will become a true friend, a pure 
patriot, and a better man.

What nobler relationship than that of a friend?  What 
nobler compliment can man bestow, than friendship?  The 
bonds, and ties of the life we know can break easily, but 

through eternity, one bond remains, the bond of fellowship; 
the fellowship of atoms, of star dust in its endless flight; of 
suns and worlds; of Gods and men.  The clasped hands of 
comradeship unite in a bond eternal – the fellowship of 
spirit. 

Who is more desolate than the friendless one?  Who is 
more honored than one whose virtues have given him a 
friend?  To have a friend is good, but to be a friend is better.  
“Behold, a friend of man!” Who serves man, serves God.

This is the symbol of the fellowship of your craft.  The 
plan of God is upheld by the clasped hands of friends.  The 
bonds of relationship must pass, but the friend remains.  
Serve God by being a friend – a friend of the soul of man, 
serving his needs, lighting his steps, and smoothing his 
way.  Let the world or its own accord say of the Mason:  
“Behold the friend of all.”  Let the world say of the Lodge: 
“This is indeed a fraternity of brothers, comrades in spirit, 
and in truth.”

Blue is emblematic of universal friendship, and teaches that 
the virtues should be most important in the teaching of 
every Mason, as the blue vault of Heaven, itself.  When 
you pass through the door of Masonry, you will find out 
who you are, what we are all about, and what matters most.  
Who we are and how we live our daily lives, and how it 
teaches us to be our best, always.

Masonry will invite your presence humbly, having 
demonstrated in such small ways, as we have shone to us 
our willingness to exchange our lives for more.  To devote 
our energies to learning from what we can, to embark 
upon the work.  Further, we have sworn ourselves to the 
rediscovery of that light that had been so magnificently 
canceled from our blind eyes.

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017

Grand Oration
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The unbreakable bonds of Freemasonry is our job.  We 
must pass this on to the new Mason, just what it is all 
about.  What Masonry does is teaches us to be our best 
always, and through our personal work, stands out.  We 
can always do more, and better.  In all accounts, therefore, 
let the true mason never forget the necessity to be observed 
at almost every moment of a busy life.

What we have done for ourself dies with us.  What we have 
done for others and the world is immortal.  When you pass 
through the door of Masonry, you will find out who you 
are.  In Masonry, we must devote our energies to learning.  
Not with standing in the darkness of ignorance.

A life of determination and dedication shows its working 
face.  Our lesson for being here reaches a new understanding.  
We can only archive our objective through hard work.  
Our lives can parallel our ancient brothers growth.  With 
that said, our ancient brothers have already spit out their 
wisdom, and we are still trying to find ours.

We drink of its beauty and rely on its wisdom.  It forgives 
the cares about the paths we walk daily.  It shares our 
dreams as we lovingly relate to each other.  It is more than 
luck that we are drawn here.  A new window has opened 
at last.  The Masonic learning brings an echo to our life.  
In the important work of Masonry, strangers become 
friends.  Our life is a work of art.  It is a joy to be working 
with something greater than ourselves.  The open road of 
Masonry is so strong.  It gave us more than words, it gave us 
a soul.  We are in the right place at the right time.  Masonry 
is a wonder to hold.

I dedicate my work back to the men I learned from.  Depth 
of devotion will last a lifetime.  To our ancient brothers:  
We are the product of their hard work.  We live out our 
lives with our own strength.  How we relate to each other is 
part of our journey.  Walking together on life’s journey has 
always been our goal.

We hope to meet with you often, down the road of life.  
Masonry; Yesterday, today, and tomorrow; will last past our 
lives.  I have spent my life clawing at the edge of glory.  A 
Masonic moment widens, and I begin to understand.  The 
road to understanding each other is secure.  I have seen 
the sunshine, I speak the words of long ago, for they come 
from our brothers from long ago.

When time alone rolls up the scroll of life, I don’t want to 
overstay my welcome.  Someone else is coming soon.  And 
the peace… all around me brought the peace of mind I 
sought.

V.W. Al Brookman
Grand Orator

Grand Oration
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Matanuska Masonic Lodge
in cooperation with

Mat-Su Borough School District

For more information, contact:
John R. “Bo” Cline • (907) 745-2011

The Program Objectives are:

 • To increase our 
students reading & 
comprehensive skills.

 • To give them 
recognition.

 • To give them an 
objective to achieve.
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Brethren,

Some of my fondest memories were receiving each of the 
Three Degrees of Masonry.  Not so oddly (as most Masons 
can attest), the ritual and the symbolism were complete 
mysteries.  I desired to learn more, but I was directed by 
my mentor to forego seeking meaning and understanding, 
and to focus my efforts on memorizing the posting lecture.  
During this process and after, I desperately sought answers, 
investing a lot of money and time, respectively, in procuring 
Masonic texts and in study.

I think during those first few years I had spent a few 
thousand dollars in my pursuit for Masonic education; 
about half of those texts were unflattering critiques of 
Masonry or were published non-sense to make a quick 
buck off the reputation of the Fraternity.  Along the way, 
I learned how to identify valid Masonic sources and texts, 
and I identified brothers that were also students of our 
gentle Craft, forging intellectual bonds.  These days, I am 
starting to find that many new brothers have a similar 
thirst for Masonic education, and I am proud to have 
better resources available for them to begin their Masonic 
journeys.  Of these resources is Brother John Nagy, whom 
is amongst the best of contemporary Masonic educators.

I had heard of Brother 
Nagy from Brothers Nick 
Adair and Bo Cline; they 
both spoke very highly of 
him.  Nick even gave me 
a copy of Brother Nagy’s 
Building Hiram, which 
my mind eagerly devoured, 
twice, over the course 
of a snowy Saturday in 
December.  Building Hiram 
is a profound read, despite 
being a pocket-sized text.  
Set in the form of catechism 
(or posting lecture), the 
text is methodical and 

has excellent citations and notations to support Brother 
Nagy’s well-researched conclusions.  I had to read Building 
Hiram twice that Saturday, because I experienced several 
insightful discoveries.  Needless to say, I was very excited to 
have Brother Nagy come to Alaska.

At the beginning of this year, W. Nick Adair, M.W. Bo 
Cline, and V.W. Dennis Oakland began working to bring 
Brother John Nagy and his Building Better Builders 
Workshop to Alaska.  As early as February, during the 
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, flyers 
were being distributed to Alaska’s Blue Lodges to gauge 
the interest of the individual lodges and garner support 
to bring Brother Nagy to Alaska.  The following lodges 
contributed to support this event:  Valdez #4, Matanuska 
#7, Kenai #11, Aurora #15, Anchorage #17, Iditarod #20, 

Brother John S. Nagy's 
Building Better Builders WorkshopMasonry Distilled
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fellows, making them think for themselves, and experience 
meaningful learning.

The Building Better Builders Workshop is must-attend 
education for any Mason, be they young or old, new or 
experienced.  For me, there remains much to be learned 
from Brother Nagy and his Building Better Builders 
Workshop, and I would have gladly sat through an encore 
performance of the workshop the very next day just to 
absorb more of Brother Nagy’s profound knowledge and 
wisdom.  I can say with confidence that Alaska has not 
seen the last of Brother John Nagy, and I am sure that I 
speak for all the brothers when I say that we would happily 
welcome him back with open arms.  I sincerely hope that 
each Alaska Mason will be able to join us next time to learn 
from a true Master of the Craft.

R.W. John D. May
Senior Grand Warden

and Sterling #22.  However, the brothers of Matanuska #7 
were instrumental in this undertaking.  More importantly, 
we had the support of Miss Michelle Miller (Brother Nick’s 
fiancée), who kept us nourished with excellent victuals for 
the important work of the day.

I was surprised and delighted by the number of Masons in 
attendance at the Anchorage Masonic Center that Saturday 
of September 17th.  There were about thirty Masons 
attending the workshop!  Brother Nagy and his Building 
Better Builders Workshop was engaging and enlightening.  
I was extremely impressed with Brother Nagy as he cast light 
upon the complex symbolism of Masonry.  He drew the 
audience into the puzzle and helped to guide us to “eureka” 
moments of making our own discoveries.  Herein, many 
of us had moments of self-actualization as we established 
deeper connections with the strength, beauty, and wisdom 
of Masonry, its rituals, symbolism, and philosophy.  Brother 
Nagy is in every sense a true Master Mason and he has a 
very important gift; he is able to engage his apprentices and 

Masonry Distilled
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The Alaska Masonic Library and Museum
received a gift of the original record books from Alaska 
Lodge No. 14 (1872) and Jamestown Lodge No. 33 (1880). 
These were the first two Masonic lodges constituted in 
Alaska, both in Sitka. 

While thumbing through these books, a packet of papers 
fell out of the Jamestown minute book at the page dated 
December 24, 1879. These papers contained a handwritten 
list of lyrics of five songs, presumably sung in the lodge. The 
titles of the songs were: Opening Song (sung to the tune of 
Sweet and Low), Hail Masonry Divine (sung to the tune of 
America), Pleyel's Hymn, Boylston, and Mason's Adieu (sung 
to the tune of Bonny Doon). Evidence suggests that singing 
was a common practice in Nineteenth Century Masonry, 
and by extension, in early Alaskan lodges, however singing 
has virtually vanished from American Freemasonry today.

In this paper, I will provide a brief history of the use of 
music (more especially singing) in Masonic ceremonies; 
discuss when and what music is appropriate within and 
without the lodge, speculate why it has vanished from 
our ceremonies, and provide some suggestions on how we 
might restore it.

A Brief History of Music and Masonry - "Music has 
always been perceived to be an essential part of speculative 
Masonry."2 This statement is confirmed in Anderson's 
Constitutions of 17233, where five songs to accompany 
Masonic ceremonies are included. Those five songs are:

1. The Master's Song or the History of Masonry ("To 
be sung with a chorus, when the Master shall 
give leave, either one part only, or all together, 
as he pleases.")

2. The Warden's Song; or Another History of Masonry 
("To be sung and play'd at the Quarterly 
Communication.")

3. The Fellow-Crafts Song
4. The Enter'd 'Prentices Song ("To be sung when 

all grave business is over, and with the Master's 
leave.")

5. A New Song

The title of the fifth song, A New Song, is interesting, as 
it invites speculation that the first four songs had existed 
for some time, while only this New Song had been written 
for the publication of Anderson's Constitutions. A much 
expanded 1738 edition of Anderson's Constitutions4 

included truncated versions of the first four songs, omitting 
the fifth song (A New Song). However, that edition adds 
seven new songs: (1) The Deputy Grand Master's Song, (2) 
The Grand Wardens Song, (3) The Treasurer's Song, (4) The 
Secretary's Song, (5) The Sword Bearer's Song, (6) An Ode 
to the Free Masons, and (7) An Ode on Masonry. One can 
infer that, while these seven new songs were created for the 
Grand Lodge in the intervening fifteen years, many more 
songs were being written and sung by the Craft at large. 
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The Constitution of the Antient's Grand Lodge published 
in 17565 parrots a good portion of what is included in 
Anderson's Constitutions, as well as providing significant 
editorial comment by its author, Laurence Dermott, 
criticizing the Premier Grand Lodge (The Moderns) and 
lauding The Antients. This text includes sixty songs, the 
fourteen originally from Anderson and forty six more.

On May 2, 1772, William Preston held a "Gala" for the 
sitting officers of the Moderns Grand Lodge, where he 
presented the First Degree portion of his system of lodge 
instruction, later to become his Illustrations of Masonry.6 

That gala was presented at the dining table, much like we 
have here, with much toasting and singing accompanying 
the lectures and ritual presentations. In fact, the first song 
that was sung during the gala was Hail Masonry Divine, 
which was the first song we sang here tonight. It is a good 
bet that they sang their song to the tune of God Save the 
King, which we sang to the tune of My Country Tis of Thee, 
an American derivative.

Music as an integral part of American Masonry prevailed 
from the first introduction of Freemasonry to America's 
shores until the early to mid twentieth century. Publication 
of Masonic song books, on the other hand, began 

with Benjamin Franklin's publication of Anderson's 
Constitution7 in 1734 until it abruptly ended after the 
publication of The Masonic Harp in the mid nineteenth 
century.8

One final note on the history of music and Masonry: 
Alaskan ritual still makes reference to the use of music 
in our ceremonies, when it states in our Monitor that a 
candidate's reception into the lodge for each of the three 
degrees, "May be accompanied by vocal or instrumental 
music."9 Additionally, specific songs are identified in the 
several public ceremonies (installation of officers, laying of 
corner stones, dedication of lodges, and funeral services) 
within the Alaska Masonic ritual.

When is Music 
Appropriate - It 
should be readily 
apparent that 
music and singing 
are important 
for advancing 
the principals of 
Masonry. We learn 
in our ritual that 
"Hearing is that 
sense by which we 
distinguish sounds, 
and are capable of 
enjoying all the 
agreeable charms of 
music."10 Additionally, music is one of the seven liberal arts 
and sciences, which we are taught in our degrees to respect 
and venerate. But, when is the appropriate time to include 
music in our ceremonies? 

To answer this question, I would suggest that we first look 
to the cues within our ritual. I previously mentioned that 
music interludes are specified in our Alaska Monitor. In 
some cases a particular ode or tune is called out (i.e., Pleyel's 
Hymn or the hymn Abide With Me during the funeral 
service). At other times a place holder is made in the ritual 
for a time for music, as in the installation of officers, where 
it is stated that "A Closing Ode may be sung; after which 
the W. M. will call up the brethren and the Chaplain will 
pronounce the Benediction."
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As a guideline, music accompaniment and singing should 
be included:

during public ceremonies, as specified in our 
ritual and as background music played to enhance 
the occasion but not dominate it. It is always 
pleasant to have a pianists or organist accompany 
the Marshall, as he conducts the officers during the 
installation ceremony.

during opening and closing, especially during 
the processional into and out of the lodge. At such 
times, an opening or closing ode may be sung. 
Other times that music is appropriate during the 
ritual portion of a lodge meeting are to accompany 
the Marshall during the presentation of the flag 
and escorting the Chaplain, when a moment of 
reflection is called, or while members are balloting 
on candidates.

during degree work, as specified in ritual. Other 
times to consider music during a degree are while 
the candidate is alone in the preparation room and 
members sit quietly in the lodge room reflecting on 
the proceedings to follow and when the candidate 
is being prepared.

during festive boards, music should always be 
considered an integral part. 

What Music is Appropriate - The selection of music 
to sing or accompany our ceremonies requires careful 
consideration. Guidance from the United Grand Lodge of 
England to their members with regard to vocal music in 
degree ceremonies states: 

". . . care must be taken that vocal music is such 
that it is not identified exclusively with a particular 
form of divine worship and that it does not offend 
the susceptibilities of a particular creed since 
Masonry is open to the adherents of every faith 
which requires a belief in a Supreme Being, and 
that all other items should be scrutinized with the 
same care as any spoken additions".11

Andrew Hammer makes a similar caution against the choice 
of sectarian or nationalistic music. He suggests that even 
Gregorian chants, although sung in Latin, represent the 
Catholic Mass in song and therefore should be avoided.12

Masonic songs which have been written over the past 
300 years are usually sung to familiar melodies, common 
hymns, or folk tunes, making them easier to sing in groups. 
When used strictly in a Masonic context, there is no real 
prohibition, as long as the sectarian nature of the song does 
not come through. Better to stick to such songs or music 
that are more obscure in terms of their meaning.13

The cautions mentioned above can also apply to secular 
music that is so ubiquitous that its use by the Craft might 
be obscured by its use (or over use) elsewhere. An example 
of such a piece noted by Andrew Hammer is Pachelbel's 
Canon and Gigue in D Minor. This last admonition can also 
apply to well know composers who are known Masons. 
There can be a tendency to over use a particular composer, 
like Mozart, simply because he was known to be a Mason.14

Restoring Music to the Lodge
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Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to compose 
delightful harmony, by a proportional arrangement of 

acute, grave, and mixed sounds. It inquires into the nature 
of concords and discords, and enables us to find out the 

proportion between them by numbers.1

One final note on what music is appropriate to be played 
within the lodge is that such music should be distinctive, 
of high quality, and have the potential to elevate the Craft.

Why has Music Vanished from our Ceremonies - In 2000, 
Robert Putnam wrote a book about the loss of social capital 
within our country.15 His book is jammed full of statistics 
about the decline of organizations like the Freemasons and 
anecdotes about the systematic failure of these groups. 
However, I was unable to divine any single solution for 
turning around this collapse from reading his book. Suffice 
it to say that American culture and society have changed. 
Things that were important even fifty years ago, are now 
considered silly and anachronistic. Throw in the fact that 
speculative Masonry is 300 years old with observances and 
traditions that may seem odd and unfamiliar to the average 

person, and we are faced with an uphill challenge to restore 
what still has value for our Craft.

With regard to why music has vanished from our 
ceremonies, I can only speculate. A quick review of the 
Internet yields the fact that Masonry is not alone in the 
reluctance of its members to participate in the traditions 
of singing and playing music.  Some of the reasons cited 
include:

Lack of music education in our public schools - I can 
only reflect on my own education where I was required to 
attend music classes as part of my middle school curriculum. 
However, a 2009 report by the Alaska State Council on 
the Arts on the state of arts education in Alaska schools 
points out that very few Alaska public school students 
receive any arts education at all. They attribute this lack 
of arts education in public schools to Federal Government 

programs like No Child Left Behind, to a lack of resources 
to hire teachers, and to a lack of teacher training.16 If this 
is any indication of the state of arts education in public 
schools nationwide, then we have created a class of 
musically illiterate Americans.

Don't know the music being sung or view it as lame or 
cheesy - A common complaint of churchgoers who choose 
not to participate in singing during church sessions is that 
the selection of hymns is not familiar to them. They argue 
that the music directors are choosing music that is either 
too sophisticated or challenging for the average churchgoer 
and not choosing the old familiar hymns.

Fear of being judged - A Scientific American article about 
performance shyness highlighted the notion that, as we 

age, we develop "our ability to understand that others have 
minds and opinions that differ from ours". They called this 
notion "Theory of Mind" and explained that we tend to 
avoid situations, where we believe others will have negative 
opinions of us.17

Absence of alcohol - The Scientific American article 
referenced above researched children ages 4 to 12. 
However, their observations suggested "that the tendency 
to refuse to sing and dance lingers long after adolescence 
(especially in the absence of alcohol)".18 The assumption 
here is that moderate alcohol consumption lowers one's 
inhibitions and reduces the effects of Theory of Mind. 
I am not advocating that our Festive Boards become 
unrestrained, however I have noted the fellowship in 
foreign lodges I have attended, especially in Canada and 
the United Kingdom, are more animated with the addition 
of the social lubricant. I, also, note that the demise of the 
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publication of Masonic song books in this country in the 
mid-nineteenth century coincided with the rapid growth of 
the temperance movement in the northeast United States, 
the new religious fervor of the "Second Great Awakening", 
and fallout from the Morgan Affair.19

Restoring Music to our Lodge - In Webster's we find that 
"restoration" is the act of restoring to an unimpaired or 
improved condition.20 The implication here is that a lodge 
that does not subscribe to the ancient practices and traditions 
of the Craft are impaired and in need of improvement. 
That said, the actions necessary to bring back traditional 
practices to our lodge is not for the faint of heart. It should 
not be attempted unless there is broad agreement among the 
members that that is the direction they want their Masonry 
to go. With such agreement, a stepwise approach will serve 
as the best choice to accomplish a desired restoration.

Enlist a core group - Identify those within the 
lodge who have the most interest and enthusiasm 
to accomplishing the proposed restoration. A 
background or knowledge of music and music 
theory by one or two members of the group could 
also help. Encourage them to explore varying 
possibilities and maintain an "open mind" to their 
proposals.

Research - Review the literature relative to 

music within the lodge. Study the elements of 
composition and discover what constitutes the best 
style for both singing and accompaniment.

Teach - Provide guidance to the lodge membership 
on how best to perform a given piece of music. 
Teach them the tunes and lyrics, so that they may 
become comfortable with the performance.

Establish parameters - Define what aspects 
of music within the lodge are most important 
(singing at Festive Boards, music within the lodge 
to accompany the Marshall, contemplative music 
during degree presentations, etc.) and focus on 
them. Define what is least important and set them 
aside. Envision an end or goal which you expect 
the lodge to accomplish.

Identify resistance and address concerns - Review 
the list of reasons why people choose not to sing 
and devise methods to address them. Talk with 
individual members and ask them what are their 
specific issues or concerns regarding a proposed 
initiative and explore ways to alleviate their 
concerns. 

Take baby steps - Introduce change very slowly. 
Try one or two particular aspects of music within 
the lodge and assess the impact. Solicit feedback 
from the members and adjust, before trying 
anything else.

Conclusion - "Music has always been perceived to be an 
essential part of speculative Masonry."21 It has been with 
us since the creation of the first Grand Lodge in England 
and remains a part of Freemasonry today, albeit in a very 
diminished state. The reasons for the decline of singing 
and performance of music within the lodge are numerous 
and it will take a concerted effort by its members, should a 
lodge desire to restore music to its ceremonies. I, for one, 
believe such an initiative is worth the time and effort and 
call on those present to consider the same.

M.W. John R. "Bo" Cline
Matanuska Lodge No. 7
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A Scotsman had a stroke in 1831;

a stroke that eventually killed him.  His reputation as 
an author would not come to fruition until after his 
death.  Oddly enough, his first novels did not receive the 
enjoyment in his life that they did in his death.  He was 
known more for his service to the government and the 
crown, and his business contacts around Edinburgh.  Sir 
Walter Scott was quite possibly not the man that history 
holds him to be.  He is portrayed as a brilliant author 
and poet, a literary genius who penned historical novels 
of British politics.  His novels achieved much more 
success in death than life, and his novels were nothing 
short of amazing; a depiction of ancient politics and 
history webbed with fiction.  It’s a form that has been 
copied for centuries after; the adventure novel.  He 
and his contemporaries helped bring words to life on 
the backdrop of real history.  Ivanhoe is more special 
though; more intricate than Rob Roy and more sweeping 
than Waverley.  Ivanhoe followed up Scott’s tradition of 
promoting English speaking literature, but it departed 
from his usual Scottish historical focus.  From the Jacobite 

Rebellion to the Highlands migration, Scott had focused 
on a broadly British narrative against the backdrop of 
Norman and Saxon politics of the 12th century.  This 
makes the book more than just an adventure novel, but a 
warning of what Britain came from historically.

Ivanhoe holds some very interesting social mantras that 
were against social norms at the time.  Scott came from 
a very interesting background, and this background 
probably inspired many of his characters.  Isaac’s 
daughter Rebecca, a Jewess, has a captivating story.  
Gilbert, a Norman, tries to seduce her at one point in the 
story.  This was astounding for the day it was written in, 
let alone the historical timeline.  French Normans, and 
most of Europe for that matter, were very anti-Semitic.  
King Richard’s ransom was partly paid by Jews living 
in England that were forced to subsidize the payment.  
Jews were not treated well in England during the 11th 
and 12th century.  This deviation from established social 
norms by Scott is quite peculiar in literature given the 
time.  Scott’s narrative poetry shows a philosophically 
liberal thinker in terms of social distinctions and classes.  
Given an understanding of Scott’s relationship with 
the Fraternity, this kind of writing makes a good deal 
of sense; Scott could have been using fiction as a vessel 
to present philosophical ideals.  The Lady of the Lake 
contains some very interesting challenges to Caledonia.  
It is much more than a call for Scotland to wake, but an 
international call for the Celtic population of the Isles to 
unify as one country:

Ivanhoe and Philosophy
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“Not thus, in ancient days of Caledon, Was thy voice 
mute amid the festal crowd, When lay of hopeless love, 
or glory won, Aroused the fearful, or subdued the 
proud. At each according pause, was heard aloud Thine 
ardent symphony sublime and high! Fair dames and 
crested chiefs attention bowed; For still the burden of 
thy minstrelsy Was Knighthood's dauntless deed, and 
Beauty's matchless eye.” (Scott, 1899)

It is important to understand that Scott was not alone.  
An entire society of philosophers was pushing for 
better treatment of second-class citizens; especially the 
ethnically Gaelic and Jewish living in the country.  This 
treatment is pushed in the circles danced by Gilbert 
and Rebecca.  The treatment of her father matches both 
historical and relevant treatment of the Jewish population 
in England that Scott would have witnessed.  Even during 
the 19th century, Europe was not fond of Semitic people.  
The Ashkenazi Jewry of Europe would feel the brute 
force of the displeasure, and the non-Semitic Gypsy 
and Irish populations also received ill treatment.  Many 
Irish fled to the United States from the 17th century to 
19th century.  Irish populations exist still today in South 
Africa, the United States, Canada, Australia, and even in 
Southeast Asia.  This treatment of second-class citizens is 
showcased in Isaac.

Robin Hood and Ivanhoe present interesting characters 
and the politics of the day; both are returned crusaders 
from Richard’s war in the Holy Land.  Both would have 
experienced the political division in the country because 
of the Third Crusade.  Many Saxon and Welsh aristocrats 
saw the Crusades as Norman business.  So, when Richard 
could convince Saxon and Welsh knights and men-at-
arms to join his army, it was yet one more affront on 
English culture.  Normans did not even speak Middle 
English, but rather the French of the Northern Coast and 
Normandy where they had originated from.  Even the 
Irish and Welsh were beginning to have social issues with 
the Saxons as their Gaelic dialects were replaced with 
the Germanic based English of the Saxons.  Scott spoke 
of this during a period of fierce Scottish nationalism 
during the 17th and 18th centuries.  A fervor of highland 
pride had swept up the country after the highlanders 
were literally expelled from their lands amidst a failing 
economy.  Urbanization in Glasgow and Edinburgh was a 
massive social change to the social nature of Caledonians 
following the Renaissance.
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It is a level of pride among ethnic Gaelic, even today, to 
retain their regional and family traditions.  So, the idea 
that Scotland was a part of Britain, let alone its own 
nation was difficult for many to accept.  Scotland, like 
Ireland, had always been tribal.  Even during the Tudor 
dynasty, Scotland’s army had to be raised by Scottish 
clans and nobles and commanded separately, making 
them easy to pick apart by the more professionally 
trained and commanded English Army.  Scotland did not 
have a national identity until well into the 19th century.  
Scotsmen have been praised for many achievements, but 
these achievements were often completed in another 
country.  Today, there are more Scotch-Irish living around 
the world then there are in the British Isles.  Scott could 
have arguably been calling an end to the endless political 
bickering through the friendship and success of Robin 
and Ivanhoe in helping King Richard retain his throne.  
One Scotland under a British Crown.

Ivanhoe serves as a backdrop of a myriad of political 
and social issues in the British Isles.  A key figure of 
literature today, Scott profoundly argues these cases with 
the use of fiction and historical drama; gathered from the 
knowledge that 19th century readers would have had.  
It would be curious to see what Scott would have said 
about the Crimean War.  A unified British Army beat 
the supposedly invincible Russian Army.  British, not 
Scottish or English soldiers, would hold lore and gore at 
the same time in the name of the British Army.  A legacy 
of this would be seen during World War I, when units 
where formed of Australian, Irish, Scotch, English, and 
Welsh soldiers; all serving on the same fronts.  Scott was 
calling for sense of political and economic union between 
the nations of the British Isles.  Above this though, can be 
seen a call to abandon social discrimination.

Writing a historical novel about England amid a fervor 
of Highland identity, must have come as a bit of a shock 
to his readers.  It was not the last he would write in this 
manner.  His love of the highlands became joined with 
the English historical novels that he continued to write.  
Waverley may have been his best-known work among 
Scotts, but Ivanhoe is his most well known around the 
world.  Caledonian culture can be seen in all his novels, 
and the social causes of the day cry out to readers.  The 
adventure novels double though, from a vessel of social 
change to a timeless fun classic of swashbuckling fun, 
heroes, and happy endings for underdogs.  It could be 
argued that Scott started the adventure novel.  Alexandre 
Dumas and others would follow in his footsteps just a 
few years later with the romantic historical fiction novels 
that are timeless classics.

Ivanhoe and Philosophy



23

References
Barnaby, P. (2011)

Restoration Politics and Sentimental Poetics 
in A.-J.-B. Defauconpret's Translations of Sir 

Walter Scott. 
Translation & Literature, 20(1), 6-28. 

doi:10.3366/tal.2011.0003

Lewin, J. (2006)
Jewish Heritage and Secular Inheritance in 

Walter Scott's "Ivanhoe.". Anq, 19(1), 27-33.

Mackay, A. (1907)
Sir Walter Scott as a Free Mason: An Account 
of His Connection with The Fraternity. Lodge 

No. 2076, London, England, pp. 209-20. 
Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon 

Territory (2016). Retrieved from http://
freemasonry.bcy.ca/aqc/scott.html

Scott, Walter. Ivanhoe: A Romance
New York: Signet Classic, 2001. Web. 7 Oct. 

2016.

Scott, Walter. Lady of the Lake
Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1899. Web. 7 Oct. 

2016.

Seal, G. (2009)
The Robin Hood Principle: Folklore, History, 

and the Social Bandit. Journal Of Folklore 
Research, 46(1), 67-89.

Wallace, T. G. (2015)
Historical Redgauntlet: Jacobite Delusions and 

Hanoverian Fantasies. Romanticism, 21(2), 
145-159. doi:10.3366/rom.2015.0225

Perhaps the authors that followed Scott are his legacy; 
Dumas, a black man, wrote the Nutcracker, The Three 
Musketeers, and The Count of Monte Cristo, quite 
possibly in the spirit of invoking social and political 
thought through historical fiction.

Br. John Masters
Matanuska Lodge No. 7
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When a newly raised Master Mason or a
nonmember seeking information asks why Masonic 
Lodges are called "Blue Lodges," it is explained that the 
term was first applied to early English Lodges conferring 
the first three degrees, to distinguish them from the Royal 
Arch Lodges which used red as their emblematical color.

While this explanation may satisfy some, it is like 
the explanation of most other Masonic symbols: The 
explanation is true, as far as it goes, but there is a better, 
greater and more profound meaning beneath that which 
is apparent on the surface.

From the earliest dawn of man's perception of Deity, 
Blue has been used as the symbol for God.  As human 

intelligence began to develop and the ability to perceive 
was enlarged, man began to realize that there was some 
all-powerful force which created and directed all things.  
He realized that this earth was but an infinitesimal speck 
in the enormous plan of material things which he could 
not see.  As light was added he learned to comprehend 
more of this vast creation, he began to understand that this 
omnipotent power, which he called Jah or Yod, signifying 
the elemental or first cause, was best understood as being 
that force which created, or from which was created, all 
material things.

At the same time, as man learned more about physics, 
chemistry, astronomy and the other sciences, he was 
thereby better enabled to realize and understand that 
all material things, which he called matter, are merely 

tangible evidence of captured or combined forms of that 
which is called energy.  Man has even gone so far now that 
he has demonstrated that which the ancients believed and 
has been able to transform matter back into its original 
or elemental form, energy.  He has barely begun to open 
the door into this vast new field of learning which he calls 
"atomic energy."

And from whence does energy come?  While this earth and 
the other visible bodies of the universe are composed of 
matter which are more or less forms of bound-up energy, 
it is realized that there are limitless and unexpected areas 
of invisible energy in that incomprehensibly vast space 
which we call the heavens.  In this great space, we know, 
as the ancients also knew, that there is an all-powerful 

force which we call "Spiritual" which controls all things 
- even energy.

This spiritual force is that which calls into being the 
material things and controls them by immutable laws 
such as the law of gravity, the rules of chemistry and of 
physics, whereby men and material things are governed.

Thus man, as he has gained knowledge, has looked 
toward the blue heaven to search for his Creator, whom 
he now calls God.  He realizes that all things which 
have been created have been materialized out of that 
unseeable "blue heaven," no part of which is visible to the 
human eye except the beautiful, transparent blue, and the 
constellations therein.

Why do we call them "Blue Lodges?"
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Although man, with his limited ability to see and to 
perceive, has discovered many of God's laws which 
govern material things which he can see, and which he 
calls "Nature," so that he can even convert matter into 
energy, he goes steadily on with his search for more light 
and truth and hopes, some day, to be able to discover 
those laws which will enable him to convert energy into 
matter.  When that door of knowledge begins to swing 
ajar, man will, indeed, begin to get true glimpses of God, 
for it will be the great secret of all ages - the secret of 
creation, itself.

Since the time of the beginning of knowledge and 
learning, man has always visualized God as good; no evil 
could come from God, only good.  His laws are good, 
His ways are pleasant and everything created was created 
for good.  It is only man who has perverted God's good 
things and made them evil.

On the other hand, man has, through his ignorance, 
viewed some of God's good things as evil simply because 
man has not been able, with his limited understanding 
and his handicap of "seeing through a glass darkly," to see 
the broader scope of God's overall plans.

Primitive man, for instance, realized that God's laws 
of combustion which caused fire to consume material 
things, were good when men could warm themselves 
when about to freeze to death from the cold: but these 
same laws considered evil when that fire consumed 
something which man thought was of value to him, or 
when the fire burned him when he came too close to it.  
Here, also, man saw material things converted into other 
invisible things through the action of fire, and vanish into 
the blue heavens.

Since, therefore, God is only good and it is only when 
men violate God's laws that they become evil to them, 
so the blue of heaven, primarily representing God, also 
came to stand for goodness, for immovability, for fidelity, 
for friendship, for faith, for kindness and friendliness, for 
wisdom and for help, which are all attributes of God.

Blue, also, being a primary color, is unchangeable, 
incorruptible, pure, honest and true.  It is caused by a 
certain rate of vibration in that unknown thing which 
God has created, called light, and is a part of all light.  
Although light is the only thing which is visible to the 
human eye, and its reflection from matter causes us to 
see the outlines, patterns and images of material things, 
it has none of the qualities of matter and is invisible in 
the heavens except as it comes from or strikes something 
composed of matter.  Yet, it partakes of the attributes of 
God in that it is the medium whereby we are enabled to 
see and understand the works of God.

So it is that the ancient Egyptians and Babylonians used 
blue to paint and clothe their idols representing Deity, 
the Chinese used blue to represent God, the Hindus said 
that celestial blue came from God and thus represented 
wisdom, and the Jews were commanded to use blue 
as one of the veils of the Tabernacle, to make the high 
priest's robe of blue and the people were admonished to 
wear a ribbon of blue on the fringe of their garments.

In the Entered Apprentice degree we are told that the 
covering of a Lodge is the blue canopy of heaven, and of 
course, we learn as we progress through the degrees of all 
Masonry that the object and aim of all Masonic study is 
to obtain "further Light," or the pursuit truth.

Since Masonry is simply, solely and only a search for light 
and truth, and since the first three degrees of Masonry 
are primarily founded upon truth and direct the eyes of 
its votaries unwaveringly toward God, as exemplified in 
the vastness of creation and the blue of heaven, Symbolic 
Masonry should be fittingly called "the Blue Lodge."

Bliss Kelly, MPS (Oklahoma)
The Philalethes • June 1958  • Volume XI, Number 3

Why do we call them "Blue Lodges?"
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I eliminated television from my household 
two years ago.

That’s not to say that it’s gone, we still have a television, of 
course.  However, we only use it for movies occasionally, 
which comes in the form of rentals available for 
streaming over the internet.  I no longer have to fall 
prey to commercials and incessant reality shows that are 
bombarded into our living rooms and distort our reality, 
while we stay tuned for the next hour.  But that is an 
entirely different discussion.

When I say I eliminated television in my household, 
what I meant to say is that I eliminated being bombarded 
by the nastiest of the nasty things we all see on TV.  
Unfortunately, the nasty bombardment continues over 
every form of media we use.

If you turn on a radio, you get some nasty.  If you log on 
to the internet to check your email, you’re going to get 
some nasty in your inbox.  Want to watch that YouTube 
video of the cat playing with the yarn?  Sounds cute, but 
it’s got some nasty little 30 second ad you have to wade 
through first.  Want to see how your friends are doing 
on Facebook?  They’re upset, actually, because they’re 
covered in nasty!

When I say nasty, I am referring to politics.  Now, before 
I get too far into this discussion, I am not going to apply 
any of the standards of any of the American political 
parties.  I will take no stance on any of the candidates, 
from the national elections, state elections, and even the 
local township elections in your area.

And while we are on the subject of Facebook, YouTube, 
and the Internet in general, I’d like to take a moment to 
point out that political strife and division is amplified 
in this area.  There are people who manufacture articles 
of religious and political nature, for the sole purpose of 
getting you to “click” on these articles.  These articles are 
emotionally driven, and are designed to frustrate and 
confuse people against their own better judgements.

These articles are created out of thin air, with no factual 
backing, in order to “get hits.”  The more people who 
“click” on these articles, the more “hits” the original 
poster makes.  And they are paid per “hit.”  So, it stands 
to reason, that the more emotionally driven the articles 
are, the more people will “click” on it, and ultimately 
make the author more money.

Since these “writers” are not “journalists” in the 
traditional sense, they have no need to “fact-check” their 
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information.  Which leads to a new question:  How do 
you check the facts to see if they are legitimate or not?  
I will refer you to the bottom of this paper, to a section 
called the bibliography.

From an observant point of view, I watched this “race” 
to become the next President of the United States of 
America, turn into one of the most egregious acts 
of incivility I have ever seen in my life!  There was so 
much mudslinging, that no one was safe from getting 
dirty!  But, again, I am taking no sides here; this is just an 
observant point of view.  I also viewed this same situation 
happening within the State-level elections, and even my 
local elections.  Mudslinging has pretty much become a 
standard within current political elections.

It’s hard to argue with the many reasons why we do not 
discuss religion or politics within our lodge.  It becomes 
easy to offend someone with a differing viewpoint on 
either subject.  Quite frankly, it seems to me that the 
main purpose of religion and politics is not to resolve 
issues and educate, but to create a division between men.  
This division goes so far to the extreme, that people take 
political discourse to an insular level.  Using words such 
as subhuman, disgusting, evil, stupid, unpatriotic, liars, 
thieves, deplorable, and even racist.

As Masons, we work to hold true to Psalm 133.  The very 
first line is:  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!”  And it is very 
good when we all get along.  Psalm 133 continues:  “It is 
like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down 

upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to 
the skirts of his garments;” it’s precious like oil!  And we 
know the “oil of Joy” to be one of our wages.

In 1723, James Anderson wrote a Book of Constitutions 
for the Premier Grand Lodge of England, and these 
constitutions are still used as a reference for many lodges 
today.  In Chapter 29/2, Section VI, 2 states:

Behaviour after the Lodge is over and the Brethren 
not gone. You may enjoy yourself with innocent 
Mirth, treating one another according to Ability, 
but avoiding all Excess, or forcing any Brother to 
eat or drink beyond his Inclination, or hindering 
him from going when his Occasions call him, or 
doing or saying anything offensive, or that may 
forbid an easy and free Conversation, for that 
would blast our Harmony, and defeat our laudable 
Purposes. 

Therefore no private Piques or Quarrels must be 
brought within the Door of the Lodge, far less 
any Quarrels about Religion, or Nations, or State 
Policy, we being only, as Masons, of the catholick 
Religion above mention’d, we are also of all 
Nations, Tongues, Kindreds, and Languages, and 
are resolv’d against all Politics, as what never yet 
conduct’d to the Welfare of the Lodge, nor ever will.

These topics are kept out of lodge to maintain peace and 
harmony during a meeting, and this rule has done a great 
job of that.  Take a moment to realize that this political 
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and religious situation has been realized almost 300 
years ago.  I’d venture to guess that political and religious 
situations in Europe during the 1700’s were just as nasty 
as they are today.  Anderson, it seems, had the foresight 
to put that into the original constitutions.

So, we tend to keep these discussions out of our Lodges.  
But this was not always the case.  It is a subject of debate 
whether or not the Masons who established the first 
lodges in the United States of America held fast to the 
original constitutions written by Anderson in 1723.  
Many Masons had political affiliations outside of the 
Lodge, and even assisted one another during political 
elections outside of the Lodge.  As a matter of fact, one 
quite politically active Mason from the State of Alaska, 
wrote in his diary about this very situation.

James Wickersham (August 24, 1857 – October 24, 
1939) was a district judge for Alaska, appointed by 
U.S. President William McKinley to the Third Judicial 
District in 1900. He resigned his post in 1908 and was 
subsequently elected as Alaska's delegate to Congress, 
serving until 1917 and then being re-elected in 1930. He 
was instrumental in the passage of the Organic Act of 
1912, which granted Alaska territorial status, introduced 
the Alaska Railroad Bill, legislation to establish McKinley 

Park, and the first Alaska Statehood Bill in 1916. He was 
among those responsible for the creation of the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines, which later 
became the University of Alaska. A residence hall on the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks campus is named in his 
honor.

In Wickersham’s Diary, he writes:  November 
2-4, 1924:  Election Day: It was a beautiful sunny 
day - clear and cool and Dan’s enemies did all the 
work. Our people had no organization while the 
Catholics, Masons, and Jews working together had 
things their own way. Every Republican Territorial 
official - Bone, Reed, Shoup, and all their clerks 
and appointees were active for Boyle & Roden! The 
Democratic candidates. 

March 29th, 1925:  John Dunn, Clerk of Judge 
Reeds Court and others are organizing the Masons 
to fight the bill for Corporation Sole! At the last 
election in November 1924, John and these same 
Masons supported the Democratic ticket composed 
mostly of Catholics - but they now insist if the 
Corporation Sole bill shall be passed the Pope and 
the Catholics will used it to gather in too much 
property from people dying in their hospitals! - so 
they are doing their best to defeat it! I am a Mason 
- made a Mason in Springfield in Illinois, in 1882 
- a Life Member of Tacoma Lodge!

Now, this was in 1925, and there 
is no information as to whether 
these discussions came up 
within the Tyled recesses of 
the Lodge Room. Chances are 
that Judge James Wickersham 
just made note of them in his 
diary for the sake of record.  
However, at this particular 
time, the establishment of 
specific standards was not in 
place.  In 1956, a Conference 
of Grand Masters of Masons 
in North America was held.  
Many lodges attended, and 

worked together to revisit the old constitutions.
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Three main standards 
were adopted for use 
by the Commission 
for Information for 
Recognition of the 
Conference of Grand 
Masters of Masons in 
North America.  These 
standards were Legitimacy 
of Origin, Territorial 
Sovereignty, and Ancient 

Landmarks.   These “ancient landmarks” were accepted 
by the Established Grand Lodges of Arizona, California, 
District of Columbia, Indiana, North Carolina, Texas, 
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, in 1956 (Bessel, 
1998-2012). Each of these Grand Lodges created their 
list of “Recognition Standards of Grand Lodges or other 
Masonic Groups” utilizing these three standards:

 1. Monotheism - An unalterable and continuing 
belief in God.

 2. The Volume of The Sacred Law - an essential 
part of the furniture of the Lodge.

 3. Prohibition of the discussion of Religion and 
Politics.

It should be noted that no Lodge or Grand Lodge speaks 
for all of Freemasonry.  These particular Grand Lodges 
met to work together to establish certain standards 
within their own jurisdictions.  This establishment may 
have carried over to other jurisdictions due to placement 
of Lodges, and new Grand Lodges being formed after 
this event.

In the 1700’s, when the London Royal Society was 
formed there was tons of fighting over Catholicism and 
Anglicanism and such throughout the country. People 
were killing each other over the slightest variance in 
interpretation of the Bible, and in order to allow peace 
and brotherly love to prevail, these topics were outlawed 
(Cody, 2014).

“Catholick” as mentioned in 
Anderson’s Constitutions, is 
not what it means by today’s 
standards.  However the use 
of this word has a different 
meaning.  The word catholick 
(with lowercase c; derived 
via Late Latin catholicus, 
from the Greek adjective 
καθολικός (katholikos), 
meaning "universal.”  The 
word in English can mean 
either "of the Roman 
Catholic faith" or "relating 
to the historic doctrine 

and practice of the Western Church".  Many modern 
translations of Anderson’s Constitutions translates this 
word to “Universal.”  In this particular case, Universal 
refers to a common belief in Diety.

“As above mentioned” refers to the very first charge, 
Concerning God and Religion.  And it states:

A Mason is oblig’d by his Tenure, to obey the moral 
Law; and if he rightly understands the Art, he 
will never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious 
Libertine. But though in ancient times Masons 
were charg’d in every Country to be of the Religion 
of that Country or Nation, whatever it was, yet ’tis 
now thought more expedient only to oblige them to 
that Religion in which all Men agree, leaving their 
particular Opinions to themselves; that is, to be 
good Men and true, or Men of Honour and Honesty, 
by whatever Denominations or Persuasions they 
may be distinguish’d; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating 
true Friendship among Persons that must else have 
remain’d at a perpetual Distance.
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This may be why religion, or better explained as “Secular 
Religious Practices” are left out of the Masonic Lodge. 
While Freemasonry does not pretend to be a religion in 
a sectarian or denominational sense, it can, nevertheless, 
represent a means of enforcing and illustrating moral 
precepts and ethical principles.

The Masonic Service Association of North America 
(MSANA) writes:

“Masons believe that there is one God and that 
people employ many different ways to seek, and 
to express what they know of God. Masonry 
primarily uses the appellation, "Grand Architect 
of the Universe," and other non-sectarian titles, to 
address the Deity. In this way, persons of different 
faiths may join together in prayer, concentrating 
on God, rather than differences among themselves. 
Masonry believes in religious freedom and that the 
relationship between the individual and God is 
personal, private, and sacred.”

This makes great declaration of the sanctity of religious 
freedom within one's self, as well as allowing these sacred 
beliefs to be personal and private.  And as we may hold 
a personal aspect of these beliefs within ourselves, there 
exists an external source of understanding.  And this 
source of understanding is a book that takes center stage 
in all of our Lodges.

The MSANA again writes:

“An open volume of the Sacred Law, 'the rule 
and guide of life,' is an essential part of every 
Masonic meeting. The Volume of the Sacred Law 
in the Judeo/Christian tradition is the Bible; to 
Freemasons of other faiths, it is the book held holy 
by them.”

“The Rule and Guide of Life.”  These are philosophical 
and practical lessons; it is the center point to which 
Masons derive the establishment of their faith.  Keep in 
mind that  “essential” means “absolutely necessary and 
indispensable.”

The MSANA continues:

“The obligations taken by Freemasons are sworn on 
the Volume of the Sacred Law. They are undertakings 
to follow the principles of Freemasonry and to keep 
confidential a Freemason's means of recognition. 
The much discussed "penalties," judicial remnants 
from an earlier era, are symbolic, not literal. They 
refer only to the pain any honest man should feel at 
the thought of violating his word.”

Freemasonry is a philosophical system of morality 
and candidates are entitled to hold whatever religious 
principles and beliefs they choose. All that the order asks 
is that each candidate brings with him from his particular 
religion an essential belief in a Supreme Being - a Being 
who has been called Masonically, "The Grand Architect 
of the Universe.”
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Currently, when anyone mentions something of a 
spiritual nature, or a current event, even without the 
slightest intention of being religious or political, it can 
spark a heated debate.  This also leads to changing the 
subject into something that it was never intended to be.  
And we worry that any discussion on or around these 
subjects will offend members of our lodges, and therefore 
we fear them.

But we as Masons have a higher responsibility to 
communicate with one another.  In the center of all of our 
Lodges sits the Holy Bible.  The Square and Compasses 
which remind us of our moral and spiritual obligations, 
sit upon the Holy Bible, open for all to gain the light from 
the wisdom within.  Unfortunately, we have cultivated a 
fear of the wisdom inside.  We may not physically, but we 
do symbolically close this Great Light, and the light we 
should receive, due to a fear of discussing religion.

I don’t miss watching television.  I don’t miss political 

advertisements telling me things that may or may not 
be true about the other candidate.  I don’t miss hearing 
political pundits screaming at each other their own 
viewpoint and how the opposing viewpoint is completely 
wrong. I don’t miss candidates calling each other names, 
or interrupting each other in a who-can-talk-louder 
fashion.

I don’t pay any attention to these ads on Facebook, 
YouTube, and the Internet in general anymore, either.  
I don’t need to read a fictitious article just to agree or 
disagree with it.  But I still enjoy talking with friends and 
family on Facebook.  So a little bit of a filter is needed.  
And be thankful that we all have this filter.  We spend the 
first part of our Masonic lives learning how to use this 
amazing filter, that not only filters out the junk we see 
spread across all different forms of media.

What is this amazing filter you ask?  It’s our application 
within the principals of the Trivium.

Causality, Consciousness, Choice, & Trivium
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I am not a journalist.  But I have decided to go further 
than most do, and cite my sources in the bibliography 
at the end of this paper.  Please take the time to follow 
through with these sources and “fact-check” my citings.

In the spirit of Masonry, I implore you: Use the Trivium 
to the full extent to criticize my opinions to the best of 
your ability.  Grammar, rhetoric, and logic are our best 
friends when it comes to hearing, or reading something 
of a questionable nature.  They help us to question what 
things make sense, and which ones do not.  Not only does 
the Trivium assist us with understanding what we hear, 
read, or see, but it allows us to comprehend at a different 
level, and give a civil response.

Civility is currently a major focus within the organization 
of Freemasonry in the United States of America.  Civility 
is something I haven’t seen within the confines of the 
political election this last election year.  As Masons, 
we have a responsibility to be civil, and to demonstrate 
the actions of a civil person.  We have many different 
resources available throughout this fraternity to serve 
us in this manner.  One resource specifically stands out 
though.  And everybody knows where to find it.  It’s right 
in the middle of our Lodges.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God.  For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

For as we have many members in one body, and 
all members have not the same office:  So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another.  Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the 
proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, 
let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good.

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honour preferring one another;

- Romans 12:1-10 KJV

“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love.”  That’s a profound statement.  It holds itself up, 
along with “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!”  And unity is what 
all of this is about.
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The divisive nature of religion and politics needs to stay 
out of the Masonic Lodge.  Unity cannot exist with division 
between brethren.  And I believe this was understood 
by many Masons during the formation of the Premier 
Grand Lodge of England, and the writing of Anderson’s 
Constitutions.  But we may need to reexamine our 
thoughts on what religion and politics actually are.  We 
cannot remove the Holy Bible from our Masonic Lodges 
just because it is used within a religion that we may or 
may not be a part of.  We also cannot preclude current 
events taking place within our own communities, and 
affecting our lives directly, just because they are political 
in nature.  There are many brethren out there, that I can 
have a civil conversation with regarding the nature of 
religion and politics, and unfortunately, there are others 
that I can not.

“I believe the media has perpetuated this culture. 
As Masons, we need to first free ourselves from it, 
and then set the example for humanity to follow.”

- R.W. John D. May, SGW

“Free ourselves from it;”  Therein lies the question.  Can 
we free ourselves from this culture, in order to set the 
example for humanity to follow?  More importantly, is 
there any other way to create unity?

W.B. Nicholas E. Adair
Matanuska Lodge No.7
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Celestial LodgeThe

Robert Fulton

Robert "Bob" Louis Fulton, 90, Old Time Alaskan, passed 
away on Nov. 29, 2016, in Anchorage, Alaska.

A viewing was held on Saturday, Dec. 10, 2016, at 10 a.m., 
with a Masonic service following at 11 a.m., at Anchorage 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 1800 Dare Ave., Anchorage, 
AK 99515.

Bob was born on April 18, 1926, to Mary Pederson 
and Thomas Fulton. He was raised throughout Alaska, 
spending his earlier years in Eska, Anchorage and Kenai. 
During World War II, Bob served in the Army throughout 
the South Pacific. After serving in the military, he returned 
to Alaska.

In October 1950, Bob joined the Operating Engineers 
Union 302, where he was a member for 66 years. Bob was 
an active 44 year member of the Masonic Lodge. He served 
as the Past Master for the Kenai and Seward Lodges. Bob 
was also an active Scottish Right, York Right and Shriner 
member for 40 years.

On March 21, 1959, Bob married Willa Fulton and had 
two children together. After retiring, Bob spent time serving 
the Kenai Community, particularly the Kenaitze Indian 
Tribe. He was a member of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe and 
served as an Executive Board Member and Kenaitze Tribal 
Judge for 28 years.

In his spare time, Bob loved to cook and entertain family 
and friends. He had quite the green thumb, and always had 
a yard full of flowers and a house filled with plants.

Bob made a positive difference in this world by his actions 
and the service he provided to the community. Bob had 
a deep appreciation and love for his family, and anyone 
who crossed his path. He didn't know a stranger and 
would always help those in need. He had an abiding love 
for his wife, Willa, of 58 years. The two love birds were 
inseparable until her death in 2015. Bob's undying love for 

Willa continued and he yearned to be with her once until 
his passing.

Bob is preceded in death by his wife, Willa Fulton. He is 
survived by his son and daughter, James and Therese Fulton 
of Anchorage his grandchildren, Ramon Fulton, Breanna 
Brian, Morgan Fulton and Lee and Stephen Davis; and 
great-grandchildren, August, Dillion, Lilah, Anthony and 
Elliot.

Michael Dale Thurman

They never quite leave us
The friends who have passed
Through the shadow of death

To the sunlight above

A thousand sweet memories
Are holding them fast

To the places they blessed
With their presence and love

Michael Dale Thurman peacefully passed away Jan. 4, 
2017, with his wife and son at his side.  He was born April 
19, 1936, to James and Margaret Thurman in Chanute, 
Kansas.

He graduated from Yates Center Kansas High School 
in 1955.  He was determined to go to college.  It took 
him 10 years of working at various jobs, including being 
a journeyman carpenter, to accomplish his dream.  He 
graduated from Chanute Junior College, received a 
Bachelor of Science in industrial education from Emporia 
State Teachers College in 1966 and a Master of Science 
in industrial education from Colorado State University in 
1970.

He taught in Augusta, Kansas, and, after coming to Alaska 
in 1969, taught at Main and Tanana Junior High and 
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served as the media specialist at Hutchinson Vocational 
School until his retirement in 1986.  His carpentry skills 
brought him work on the trans-Alaska oil pipeline and 
various locations throughout Alaska.  He also found time 
to build the North Pole family home.  Mike met his wife, 
Pat, while attending Emporia State Teachers College.  It 
was fated they would be together; two friends introduced 
them.  They were married Aug. 6, 1966, in Lyons, Kansas.  
They adopted their sons, Jeffrey Shawn and James Henry.

After teaching several years in Kansas, he decided Alaska 
held a better future.  He gave Pat the choice of staying 
in Kansas or coming with him.  So, in 1969, they loaded 
up a Ford van and began their Alaska adventures and the 
opportunities it would bring.  He enjoyed hunting and 
fishing, especially dipnetting at Chitna.

Mike was active in various organizations.  He served as the 
Worshipful Master of Tanana Lodge No. 3 in 2000.  He 
also belonged to the Al Alaska Shrine, York Rite, North 
Pole Moose, Chanute Elks, Pioneers of Alaska, and North 
Pole Santa Senior Center.

The Thurman’s have been honored as the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough Senior Volunteers, North Pole King and 
Queen Regents, and North Pole Volunteers of the Year.

Mike was always willing to lend a hand when needed.  A 
quote from "Our Dad" by Frank Carleton Nelson expresses 
our feelings for him:

Vain, the tribute we would pay him
Words can not express;

What it meant to have him with us,
And our thankfulness.

Sweet the memory he has left us,
Though our hearts are sad;

Great the blessing that was given
Just to call him Dad.

Mike is survived by his wife of 50 years, Patricia, and his 
son, James Henry, of Key West, Florida; his niece, Delores 
Thurman, of Arvada, Colorado; and nephews Wayne 
Dixon of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, Darrell Dixon of 
Bisbee, Arizona, Greg Dixon of Claremore, Oklahoma, 
and Eric Dixon of Tulsa, Oklahoma, also survive him.  He 
had many special friends who will miss him.

He was preceded in death by a son, Jeffrey Shawn; parents 
James and Margaret Thurman, sister Karen Jones, and 
brother Sam Thurman.

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the FMH 

Hospice Services, 2001 Gilliam Way, Fairbanks, AK 99701 
or go online to donate to the Shriners Children Hospital at 
www.shrinershospitals org.

Services were held on Saturday, January 14th, at New Hope 
Methodist Presbyterian Church, in North Pole, AK.

Masonic Record

Worshipful Brother Michael Dale Thurman was born April 
19, 1936 in Chanute, Kansas.  He petitioned Tanana Lodge 
No. 3 F. & A.M. on October 12, 1983, and was elected 
to receive the Degrees of Masonry on November 9, 1983; 
he was Initiated on November 16, 1983 as an Entered 
Apprentice Mason; Passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft 
Mason on December 7, 1983; and, Raised to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason on December 21, 1983.  He 
passed his Master Mason proficiency on February 4, 1984.

Worshipful Brother Mike was a current member of the 
Fairbanks York Rite Bodies going through the orders in 
1984 and becoming a member of Al Aska Temple of the 
Shrine and the Farthest North Shrine Club in 1985.  

On January 4, 2017, the Grand Master of the Universe 
called him from labor in this earthly realm to refreshment 
in the Celestial Lodge above, where he will rest from his 
earthly labors.
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Editors, Light from the Great Land,

I very much enjoyed reading the Winter 2016 edition of 
“Light From the Great Land,” and wish you success as 
this magazine progresses and continues to grow.

At your invitation in that issue, I’m writing to invite 
all Alaska Masons, their families and all members of 
Masonic Appendant and Concordant Bodies to join with 
members of the Juneau Masonic Community at 11 am 
on March 18 to help us dedicate our new Juneau Masonic 
Center.

Since the sale of the Scottish Rite Temple in 2006, 
Juneau’s Masons have met in shopping malls, day care 
centers, and above a welding shop.  While we had some 
great hosts along the way and will have stories to tell from 
our “Simpkins’ Store” experience, we are happy to have a 
place to call our home.

Official events actually begin the evening before, with 
M.W. John Bishop, Grand Master of Free and Accepted 
Masons in Alaska, making his official visit to Mt. Juneau-
Gastineaux Lodge No. 21.  Our welcome dinner begins 
at 5:30 pm on March 17, with a special communication 
beginning at 7 pm. 

Saturday’s Dedication will be followed by an open house, 
in which members of the Lodge, along with Juneau 
Chapter No. 7, Order of the Eastern Star; the Juneau-
Douglas Shrine Club; the Juneau Valley of the Scottish 
Rite; Juneau Chapter No. 3, International Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls and Juneau DeMolay will be available 
to talk about the new Center, their organizations and give 
tours.

All events on March 18 are free and open to the public.  
There will be a charge for dinner on Friday night, and 
Friday’s Lodge meeting will be tyled for at least a portion 
of it.

If you have any questions, need help making boarding 
arrangements, would like to reserve a place for dinner 
or need any additional information, please call me at: 
(907) 957-3582 or email me at charlesward4@me.com.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

W.B. Charles W. Ward IV
Mt. Juneau-Gastineaux Lodge No. 21
Chairman, Juneau Masonic Center Association

Mt. Juneau-Gastineaux Lodge

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017
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A candidate proposing

to enter Freemasonry has seldom formed any definite 
idea of the nature of what he is engaging in. Even after 
his admission he usually remains quite at a loss to explain 
satisfactorily what Masonry is and for what purpose his 
Order exists. He finds, indeed, that it is "a system of 
morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols," 
but that explanation, whilst true, is but partial and does 
not carry him very far. For many members of the Craft 
to be a Mason implies merely connection with a body 
which seems to be something combining the natures 
of a club and a benefit society. They find, of course, a 
certain religious element in it, but as they are told that 
religious discussion, which means, of course, sectarian 
religious discussion, is forbidden in the Lodge, they 
infer that Masonry is not a religious institution, and 
that its teachings are intended to be merely secondary 
and supplemental to any religious tenets they may 
happen to hold. One sometimes hears it remarked that 
Masonry is "not a religion"; which in a sense is quite true; 
and sometimes that it is a secondary or supplementary 

religion, which is quite untrue. Again Masonry is often 
supposed, even by its own members, to be a system of 
extreme antiquity, that was practised and that has come 
down in well-nigh its present form from Egyptian or at 
least from early Hebrew sources:

a view which again possesses the merest modicum of 
truth. In brief, the vaguest notions obtain about the 
origin and history of the Craft, whilst the still more 
vital subject of its immediate and present purpose, and 
of its possibilities, remains almost entirely outside the 
consciousness of many of its own members. We meet in 
our Lodges regularly; we perform our ceremonial work 
and repeat our catechetical instruction-lectures night 
after night with a less or greater degree of intelligence and 
verbal perfection, and there our work ends, as though 
the ability to perform this work creditably were the be-
all and the end-all of Masonic work. Seldom or never 
do we employ our Lodge meetings for that purpose for 
which, quite as much as for ceremonial purposes, they 
were intended, viz.: for "expatiating on the mysteries of 
the Craft," and perhaps our neglect to do so is because we 
have ourselves imperfectly realized what those mysteries 
are into which our Order was primarily formed to 
introduce us.

Yet, there exists a large number of brethren who would 
willingly repair this obvious deficiency; brethren to whose 
natures Masonry, even in their more limited aspect of it, 
makes a profound appeal, and who feel their membership 
of the Craft to be a privilege which has brought them into 
the presence of something greater than they know, and 
that enshrines a purpose and that could unfold a message 
deeper than they at present realize.

The Meaning of Masonry
Walter Leslie Wilmshurst
22 June 1867 – 10 July 1939

The Deeper Symbolism of Freemasonry
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Questions, Comments, and Opinions?

Have a question or a comment to add 
to any of the articles?

Would you like to voice your opinion 
on the subject?

Is there something you would like to 
see in our next issue?

Submit letters to the Editor:

R.W. John D. May
jmay.freemasonry@gmail.com

Please write, and let us know!

Yes! I would like to recieve 
4 quarterly copies of

Light From the Greatland 
Alaska’s Masonic Magazine

I have enclosed a check or 
money order for $30.00

Please make checks payable to: 
“Grand Lodge of Alaska”

Mail this slip, along with your check or money order to: 

Light from the Greatland • c/o Nick Adair 
2560 N. Terrell Dr. • Wasilla, Alaska  99654

Please mail my magazine to:

Name:  ______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________

State: ______________________________ Zip: ____________

How do I get a printed copy of
Light from the Greatland?

It's easy!  You can send in this form, along with a check or 
money order for $30.00

Or print out the form off of the Grand Lodge Web-Site at: 
www.grandlodgeofalaska.org

mailto:jmay.freemasonry%40gmail.com?subject=Grand%20Lodge%20Newsletter%20Submission


Light from the Greatland
c/o Nick Adair
2560 N. Terrell Dr.
Wasilla, Alaska 99654


