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Submission Guidelines
The following schedule will be followed this year to ensure 
that everyone has an opportunity to submit their items for 

the benefit of Masonry in Alaska:

Submittal Deadline Publishing Date
November 15, 2017 • December 1, 2017

February 15, 2018 • March 1, 2018 
May 15, 2018 • June 1, 2018

August 15, 2018 • September 1, 2018

Submit your articles in 12-point Times New Roman.  
Use the same typeface, or font, throughout the entire 

manuscript.  Your manuscript should be double-spaced 
throughout.  No columns.  All text should be flush left, 
and do not justify the text.  Do not use the space bar to 
achieve tabs or indents or to align text.  Do not use the 

automatic hyphenation feature.  The default, or “normal” 
style should be the only style used in your manuscript.  

For capitalization, hyphenation, use of numbers, 
punctuation, and other matters of style, follow Chicago 

style guidelines, current edition. 

Notes should be placed at the end of the article and 
double-spaced. The proposed title of the article and the 
name of the author should appear at the top left of page 
one.  More information on Chicago style and citation 

guidelines can be found at: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/

Contributions will be considered on the timeliness of 
their receipt, the amount of editing required, and space 

available.

Please feel free to email me or call me at (907) 255-1300, if 
you would like to discuss ideas for possible articles.

Executive Editor:  R.W. John D. May
Design and Layout:  W.B. Nicholas E. Adair
Quality Assurance:  R.W. Jerome P. Wasson
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Matanuska Masonic Lodge
in cooperation with

Mat-Su Borough School District

For more information, contact:
John R. “Bo” Cline • (907) 745-2011

The Program Objectives are:

 • To increase our 
students reading & 
comprehensive skills.

 • To give them 
recognition.

 • To give them an 
objective to achieve.
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From the East
Message from the Grand Master

What Came You Here Seeking?
During the course of my Masonic travels, including 
attending the Conference of Grand Masters, and other 
Grand Lodge communications, there are three topics 
that dominate most discussions: Guarding the West Gate, 
providing a worthwhile experience to the new Mason, 
and Membership Retention.

Several committees have studied these topics and made 
reports, breakout sessions have addressed them, and it 
is obvious these are universal areas of concern.  We have 
enjoyed discussions on: the differences of generations, 
the effect of technology, and what new brothers are 
looking for.

In the end, membership retention appears to be the 
problem.  We have asked ourselves “what are new 
brothers seeking?”, and “how do we hold their interest?”  
All these issues are as relative in Alaska, as they are in any 
other jurisdiction.

Guarding the West Gate
Attracting and inspiring quality men to join our ancient 
Craft.  We should be less concerned with numbers and 
more with quality.  We make good men better!  Many 
jurisdictions, including our own, have adopted the “six 
steps to initiation” program to some form and extent.  I 
have encouraged our lodges to adopt this program in a 
form that best fits their unique circumstances.

Get to know a prospective candidate.  Invite him to lodge 
activities, and get to know his family.  Require him to 
demonstrate, in some form, a commitment to learn the 
work.  These things will only whet his interest and feed 
his appetite.  When you sign his petition, you will have 
strong reasons for doing so, and you will be upholding 
your obligations when you recommend him.

Providing a worthwhile experience
Many lodges have taken steps to make their meetings 
less tedious, and more meaningful.  That said, good 
and meaningful ritual work demonstrates pride, is 
inspirational to the new brother, and inspires all the 
brothers to work at contributing to good work.  Lodges 
that provide some form of education at their meetings 
attract more brothers.

Additionally having an informal gathering each month, 
either in the dining room, someone’s home, or elsewhere, 
is an opportunity for educational discussions and equally 
important to fellowship and inclusion!

Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017
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What came you here to do?
Or, what came you here seeking?  Ah, now there is a 
question!  What is our new brother seeking?  What do we 
all seek in our Masonic experience?

So, let me put a question before you; do you enjoy watching 
the news?  How do you feel about all the controversy?  Do 
you appreciate all the contention and negativism of our 
political leaders?  If you answered that you are bothered 
and/or distressed by this negativism, what came you to 
lodge seeking?

I venture that you came seeking “Friendship, Morality, 
and Brotherly Love”, and that you came seeking 
fellowship.  Moreover, I venture our new brothers came 
seeking that same Brotherly Love and affection.  They 
come seeking a refuge from the profane world with all its 
conflict, dissention, and negativism.

Yet, we being human have allowed the ills of our society to 
creep into our “Sacred Retreats”.  We have let disparaging 
and negative comments about other brothers, lodges, 
clubs, and temples to become a part of our conversations, 
not only in lodge but elsewhere as well.

Membership Retention is all about what came our new 
brother seeking?  And, what does he find?  Does he find 
Peace and Harmony?  Or, have you known new brothers 
who became discouraged and either drifted away or 
pointedly departed?

I think we all know brothers who we saw great hope in 
them as Masons and they are now gone.  We did not 
live by our obligations, we did not provide “Peace and 
Harmony, Brotherly Love and Affection”; we did not 
provide Masonic fellowship.  We each need to accept 
the challenge of being positive in how we speak about 
our brothers, their families, and their lodges, clubs, 
and temples.  We need to be aware of negativism and 
controversy, and consciously guard against them.  We 
need to be civil and respectful in all our conversations 
and actions inside, and more especially outside, our 
sacred retreats!

My Brothers, I believe we can do more for membership 
retention and attracting good men by being leaders 
in respect and civility by refusing to take part in the 
contentions and conflict that has so infected our society.  
Be strong my Brothers, live by your convictions, live by 
your obligations as a Mason, be civil and respectful to all!  
Society needs relief from the distress of our contentious 
world, we need to be leaders, and you need to be a 
positive influence in civility and respect!  Be a leader.  Do 
good unto all!

M.W. John K. Bishop
Grand Master
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Deputy Grand Master's Message

Hello Brothers,
I hope we have all had a great summer and are ready to 
pick up our working tools for this coming fall.

Although many lodges are dark for the summer, there 
have been some fun happenings around the state.  We 
had a great District 5 picnic at Ron Godden’s Big Lake 
property.  All masons and their families were invited, and 
we had a great turnout.

North Pole Lodge No. 16 had their annual picnic and 
turkey shoot on Chena Hot Springs Road.  It was well 
attended and somehow the Grand Master was able to 
squeak out first place by two points.  Congratulations 
Most Worshipful Bishop! Good shooting.

We had the biggest turnout yet for Valdez Gold Rush Days 
in August. Brothers from the Valley made the trek to join 

the District 1 brothers for the weekend. Some halibut 
and salmon were caught, food was consumed, and good 
fellowship was had by all.  During this visit a plan was 
hatched to establish Area 51.  The conspirators in this 
scheme have leaked some information which points to a 
joint venture between District 1 and District 5.  I am sure 
more information will follow and a good time will be had 
by all who attend.

So far, two of us are signed up for the Trek Over the 
Top.  This is a snowmobile trek from Tok to Dawson 
City, Yukon Territory, and back.  If this is something you 
have wanted to do, sign up and enjoy the trip with your 
brothers.

By the time we all read this, we will have blown off the 
summer dust and started back on business and degree 
work.  Have fun brothers and enjoy the fellowship and 
brotherhood.

Set the example to preserve the inspiration.

R.W. Keith Herve
Deputy Grand Master
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Senior Grand Warden's Message

Brethren,
Over the course of my travels, I continue to rediscover 
that Alaskan Masonry is similar to, and at times very 
different from, mainstream Masonry.  We are similar to 
our Brothers in other jurisdictions in that we have many 
of the same troubles and tribulations.  We are different 
in that we have many opportunities that are not readily 
available to our brethren from the Lower 48.

We are different because we have the many opportunities 
to foster personal relationships with most of our brethren 
from around Alaska, despite the vast geography that may 
separate us.  We are different because we have the ability 
to innovate and lead in our lodges and Grand Lodge.  We 
are different because we are small and resourceful.  It is 
these differences that makes Alaskan Masonry strong.

Brethren, it is time for us to embrace these differences 
and be different.  I don’t believe we have a singular answer 

to the decline in membership.  However, I also believe 
that this fixation on declining membership, and many of 
the proposed solutions, only serve to work against our 
beautiful Fraternity.  It’s time for us to focus on doing 
what we do well, and on what made Masonry great in 
times past.  Alaska needs to become the example for 
our brethren in the Lower 48.  We are a viable proving 
ground for Masonry, we just need dedicated brothers 
that are willing to engage themselves and lead.

First, we need to focus on the positive aspects of our 
Fraternity.  When we perpetuate a positive attitude, 
we start controlling our own destiny.  Second, we need 
to encourage new leadership and ideas in our lodges.  
Specifically, we need to reexamine how we do business.  
We have a challenging generation gap.  Our up and 
coming leaders work full-time and have families; why 
not restructure the way our lodges operate to bring our 
future leaders back into lodge?  Third, we need to interact 
with our brethren from around Alaska and beyond.  
There is no better experience in Masonry than creating 
new friendships and sharing new ideas.

The Grand Architect of the Universe has blessed us with 
so many opportunities in this wonderful state.  These 
blessings also extend to Masonry.  I have enjoyed many 
excellent conversations with my Alaska brothers this 
summer.  We are on the verge of a great renaissance 
in Alaskan Masonry.  We are working to restructure 
Grand Lodge to be more responsive to the needs of the 
lodges.  We are working to bolster Masonic education, by 
establishing a traveling lodge of research and education.  
We are working to enhance Masonic fellowship in Alaska, 
such as the inaugural Area 51 Masonic Fellowship 
Weekend in 2018 (Area 51 being a joint collaboration 
between District 1 and District 5).  We are having great 
discussions, rolling out new innovations, and we are 
changing the culture.

Builders are wanted.  We want you to join us in reclaiming 
Masonry’s narrative.  Will you accept the challenge?

R.W. John D. May
Senior Grand Warden



Musings from the South
In case any of you hadn’t noticed, the summer is passing 
and very quickly at that.  If you remember, at the end of 
the last article I speculated that I heard a fish calling my 
name.  The fish were just laughing at me.  I guess that’s 
why they call it fishing rather than catching.

The summer season has passed quickly.  I sincerely hope 
each of you has had a good summer and managed to get 
out and have some fun.  Brothers, getting out and having 
some fun, often with the company of fellow masons, 
is just one of the things that many of our members are 
looking for.  Fellowship, one of the basic building blocks 
of Masonry, is something that I have been hearing from 
the newer brothers, as one of the things many of them are 
looking for.

Brothers, across the board our Fraternity, including the 
Concordant Bodies, is steadily experiencing declining 
membership.  In addition, the period time that brothers 
stay active in the Fraternity continues to decrease.  
Studies have shown that today, a brother stays active for 
about four years.  In case you missed it, that is less time 
than it takes to go through the line of officers, appointed 
and elected, in a lodge.

A lodge, whether the building or the membership, can be 
viewed as a structure.  All structures consist of building 
blocks of one form or another.  Fellowship, activities in 
the company of like-minded men, is one of the basic 
building blocks of all Masonic lodges.  Please give that 
some thought.  At the same time give some thought to 
what some of the other building blocks may be.  I’ll share 
some thoughts on some of those other building blocks in 
future articles.

In the meantime, whether you noticed or not, fall is upon 
us and hunting seasons are open now or soon will be.  
Good luck, stay warm and share your stories, success or 
otherwise with your brothers.

R.W. Norman K. Gutcher
Junior Grand Warden
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Lighting Another’s Path
One of our Grand Master John Bishop’s most fervent 
requests is for civility among Masons and more especially 
within tiled Lodges. If you have even the slightest 
understanding of the obligations you have taken and the 
charges you have been given, you should then understand 
that you owe every Brother in Alaska and every Brother 
everywhere else in the world much more than simple 
civility.

What often passes for civility is a grudging “tolerance” 
of the beliefs and opinions of other Brother Masons. 
This type of tolerance is simply a superior attitude 
whereby one allows the ignorant to remain ignorant. 
Each Mason should strive to be selfless, humble, and to 
become aware of the current limitations of his knowledge 
(philosophical, spiritual, and scientific). Experts are often 
described as those who fully realize how much they do 
not know about their own subject. We should all strive to 
be experts in Masonic Light.

In my opinion, a fundamental principle of Masonic 
interaction should be that I have absolutely no right to 
suggest that my beliefs about the seen and unseen aspects 
of the universe are any more correct than yours, and 
conversely you have no right to present yours as superior. 
Masonry is not a debating society, it is a philosophical 
organization whereby its votaries are given access to 
resources and encouraged to study and reflect on the 
content and origins of their personal philosophies.

We often refer to the search for Masonic Light as 
traveling from the West to the East. Each of us must walk 
our path alone, at our own speed, and by the course we 
choose. If we are able to freely and openly discuss our 
travel experiences with fellow Masons, without the fear 
of judgment, we need not walk completely in the dark.

Sharing the Light we have found on our paths should be 
an essential part of the Masonic experience. I doubt many 
of you would be comfortable sharing your revelations 
with your Brothers in open lodge. As Lodge Chaplain, I 
have been actively doing so in my mother lodge for the 
past three years and I have never experienced more rapid 
spiritual growth.

I also meet with Brothers, individually and in groups, 
outside of lodge where we discuss various aspects of the 
acquisition of particular types of knowledge and share 
new thoughts and ideas.
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Exemplification of our rituals is one of my favorite ways 
for shedding some light to a tiled Lodge and allowing 
discussion of the multiple meanings of the words and 
actions in our rituals. In all cases, the point is to activate 
intellectual curiosity resulting in reflection and further 
study.

Education within stated meetings; education nights; 
fellowship nights; seminars; proficiency training; ritual 
training; and groups with common Masonic interests 
meeting outside lodge are all ways different lodges and 
brothers attempt to share their Light.

It is these one-on-one or small group discussions where 
the most Light is shared. Generally, these meetings occur 
outside a lodge setting and therefore require a positive 
act to make them happen. Each brother and each 
lodge needs to consider how they can facilitate these 
interactions. For example, “older” brothers can become 
mentors of “younger” brothers or form small groups who 
are interested in specific aspects of Masonry. 

If each of us does a self-evaluation and then rededicate 
ourselves to Masonic principles then the “problem” with 
civility will cease to exist. The next step is to find a way 
to share the experiences of your journey, both good and 
bad. 

If you have the courage to take this step, I assure you that 
both you and the Craft will profit thereby.

W.B. Paul Evermon II
Grand Chaplain

Each and every Mason has something to share that could 
help at least partially light the path for others. But there 
is currently very little opportunity in most lodges for this 
to happen. For example, would a newly obligated Master 
Mason find a safe and welcoming opportunity to share his 
experiences and ask questions about others’ experiences 
in your Lodge? 

Freemasonry is a human institution and is therefore 
subject to all human frailties when we forget our 
obligations and charges. Introspection and self-inventory 
can begin with something as simple as an honest 
evaluation of to what extent you are guilty of the seven 
deadly sins (pride, greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath, and 
sloth). Recognition of a problem in one or more of these 
areas is the first step in finding a path to becoming a 
better man. 

When we realize how imperfect our own ashlar is, it 
becomes much more difficult to find fault with others. 
First, we have an obligation to improve ourselves and 
become the men we have promised to strive to become.

Next, we have an obligation to help other brothers 
with Masonic questions when asked and in the kindest 
manner possible remind a brother of a transgression of 
lodge etiquette or incorrect ritual work.

There are many vehicles to help light each brother’s path 
from the West to the East and, in truth, there is no one 
size fits all solution. Individual paths require individual 
types of assistance, so one needs to listen carefully to 
understand what each brother needs.
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Photo: Bro. Julio Velez, Feb 2017

How can we improve
our fraternity and the direction of our brethren?  
Certainly not by changing our Rituals.  These should 
not change; else, we would lose the message our ancient 
brothers left for us, for the origins of Masonry reaches 
back into antiquity.

To get an idea of where we are going, we must remember 
the past.  I have learned from my brothers the knowledge 
and the wisdom to communicate the message of Masonry.  
Men of quality and charity have worked quietly and 
diligently to make Masonry the foundation of the free 
world.  Hard work and charity comforts men with quiet 
joy and satisfaction; their labors have created something 
good.  While Masonry expects no man to do more than 
he is capable of doing, Masonry inculcates a labor of love.  
The easiest labors are those done with love, and love is the 
greatest gift of all.  We must always remember to count 
our blessings, not our troubles.

Happiness is the reflection of a smile, and it is free.  By 
opening the window of Masonry and looking inside 
yourself, you may begin to understand the power of 
Masonry; it is on the edge of tomorrow and is the 
foundation of understanding, more Light to the world, 
the heart of Masonry is in us all.  Knowledge and wisdom 
are comfortable and necessary retreats for us in advanced 
age, and if we do not nurture it while we are young, it will 
give us no shade when we grow old. Masonry espouses freedom of thought, whereby men are 

encouraged to fashion their own beliefs, and seek truth.  
At Masonry’s altar, men meet without vanity, without 
fear, and without reproach.  Such is the spirit of Masonry.  
It embraces the simple beauty of an individual’s faith, and 
fosters greater reflection and understanding through its 
symbolic rites.  Masonry champions personal freedom 
and promotes universal friendship amongst men that are 
dedicated to high morals and ideals.  It encourages good 
men to stay from their wild passions and strive to be 
obedient to the will of God, bringing them out of darkness 
into Light, and every hope more radiant.  Herein lies the 
great secret of Masonry; it makes a man aware of that 
divinity within him that he may say, “Eureka, I found it!”

V.W. Albert J. Brookman
Grand Orator
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We work very hard at making sure this newsletter is a success, and is received by all Masons in 
the great state of Alaska.

And we would love to hear from you!
Are you going to hold a special event at your lodge? 

Have you had a recent event that you would like to tell Alaskan Masons about? 
Have you done a research paper and want to share it with the rest of the Masons in Alaska?

Or for any reason in particular. 

Submit Articles to:  Executive Editor
R.W. John D. May

jmay.freemasonry@gmail.com

Sumission Guidelines are on Page 2

Have an Article, Paper, or Publication 
you would like to submit to 
Light from the Greatland?

1

Light from the

Autumn 2016

GREAT LAND
Light from the

Winter 2016

GREAT LAND
Light from the

Spring 2017

GREAT LAND

Grand Lodge Edition

Summer 2017

Light from theGreatLand
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Research & Education
Alaska Masonic

Symposium and Dinner

For more information, contact W.B. Nick Adair
(907) 775-2949 or Email: shibblet@gmail.com

Symposium at: 
Matanuska Lodge No. 7 
Saturday, Nov. 25th • 1pm - 4pm

Dinner following at: 
Palmer City AleHouse 

320 E. Dahlia Ave. • 5pm - 7pm

Presentations &
Discussions by:

The Lost Craftsmen 
of Freemasonry 

Br. John Masters

Positive Change 
through Leadership 

W.B. Nick Adair

The New Trestleboard 
Innovations & Ancient Traditions 

R.W. John D. May

Reflections on the Closing Charge 
M.W. John R. “Bo” Cline
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Remembering 9/11
as a Freemason

If you Google 9/11 and Freemasonry, the never-
ending list of absolutely absurd conspiracy theorists 
flood your browser. Ask any Freemason at any level 

of our organization and they will tell you plainly, 
the conspiracy theories that surround the fraternity 
are ridiculous. Freemasons are not ultra-powerful, 
diabolical deviants seeking world domination and 

planning wars.
Freemasons are firefighters, businessmen, fathers, 

brothers, and sons. In fact, statistics would suggest that 
some of the people who died in the 9/11 attacks were 

probably Freemasons.
Freemasonry teaches acceptance of views that are 

different than your own and has for ages been a place 
where people with some differences in religious belief 

can come together and work for a common 
good. If anything, we are an organization hell-

bent on preventing atrocities like 9/11, so 
please remember that next time you hear 

someone spouting some nonsense 
about how we’re “behind” some 

evil event.

2016

by W.B. Robert Marshall
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Having said that, I’m not just a Freemason. I am also a 
millennial who was just old enough to remember how 
things were pre-9/11 and understand how so much 
changed. Here is my reflection on 9/11 as I wrote it this 
morning as I looked at a photo of my father with George 
W. Bush:

September 11, 2001:  I was sitting in Mrs. Poehls’ social 
studies classroom when a childhood friend walked in and 
whispered something to the teacher. I distinctly recall 
watching the color run out of her face. I remember the 
girl I had a crush on was sobbing after we learned what 
happened in New York because how could something so 
horrible happen on her birthday?

I was eleven years old and I did and said some really weird 
things in the days that followed and looking back now, I 
realize I was trying to figure out how to digest the sudden 
realization that a complete stranger could make up his 
mind to force an airplane of people into a building and 
kill thousands of people. A very good counselor proved 
to be one of the most careful and understanding people 
I have ever met and helped me to navigate the anxieties 
that come with being an eleven year old kid who just had 
his picturesque idea of the world shattered to pieces.

Today, it doesn’t matter if you’re black or white, 
Republican or Democrat, Christian or Muslim, straight 
or gay, or any other label we so often fight about. Today, 
we are Americans and fifteen years ago, we learned that 

all of those labels really don’t mean a damn thing when 
the very core of our identity as Americans is under attack. 
This photo shows my father with President Bush at the 
Prairie Chapel Ranch in Crawford after MRE Sheet Metal 
completed the roof and metal work on Bush’s home.

I think it was January of 2001 and I’m sharing the photo 
because I hope you’ll look at the face of the man who 
had just been sworn in to lead our nation. He’s youthful 
and relaxed… unrestrained. He’s at ease. And so were we. 
America still had a crush on musicians like Faith Hill, 
Usher, and Jennifer Lopez. We were not long removed 
from the “scares” of the non-existent threat that was Y2K. 
And then on September 11, the picturesque idea America 
had of the world and of herself was suddenly shattered to 
pieces. The color ran out of the President’s face and he 
was suddenly confronted by one of the most difficult eras 
in American history from which any President has had 
to emerge.

I honestly don’t think I have ever again seen his face 
as relaxed and unrestrained as it was in this photo. I 
also think I have yet to see America relax and become 
urestrained by the fears that 9/11 struck into us. Today, I 
pray that some day that changes. I pray that the children 
growing up right now who don’t remember 9/11 will see a 
time that feels as easy as life in America did back then. In 
the world where we now live, it is impossible for children 
to understand that these things just didn’t happen.

All year long, Americans have been at each others’ 
throats. There’s racism and misogyny and xenophobia 
and general hatred flung around by virtually all parties 
in one way or another. “You either agree with me on this 
issue or I hate you and we cannot talk…”

…but not today. I don’t care how much you disagree with 
me today. Today, you’re an American and I love you.

W.B. Robert Marshall
Past Master, Waco Lodge No. 92
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On May 10, 1997, M.W. Brother Stanley R. Foulke, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Alaska and M.W. Brother Michael K. Boone, Grand Master of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Alaska stood shoulder to shoulder during this historical dinner.  This was a proud moment for 
Alaska which was witnessed by hundreds of Masons in Fairbanks.  The moment of truth came 
when Grand Master Foulke and Grand Master Boone stood together onstage and signed those 

documents which granted Mutual Recognitions.  Many eyes teared as the documents were 
accepted by the Grand Masters.  A standing ovation followed this portion of the ceremony.  

Another Celebration and Dinner was held at 7 pm, on Saturday, May 31, 1997 at the Al Aska 
Shrine Temple in Anchorage.

Prince Hall Masonry
in Alaska

by R.W. Anthony April
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Fraternal Greetings!
I bring you greetings on behalf of the Honorable Curtis 
E. Harris, Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Alaska 
and its Juridiction.  On February 2-3, 2017, I attended the 
Grand Lodge of Alaska’s 36th Annual Communication in 
Anchorage.  I had a great time and enjoyed the fellowship.

I would like to thank Grand Master Carl J. Lindstrom 
(now Past Grand Master) for allowing me to address the 
Craft on behalf of Grand Master Harris.  I shared my 
love for the fraternity and spoke about Brotherly Love 
which is one of the Principle Tenets of our profession.  
We are taught to regard the human race as one family; 
the high, the low, the rich, the poor; who, created by one 
Almighty Parent, and inhabiting the same planet, should 
aid, support and protect one another. 

On this principle, Masonry unites men of every country, 
sect, and opinion, and promotes true friendship among 
those who might otherwise have remained perpetually at 
a distance.  So you ask what is a Token?  Dictionary.com 
references a Token as a memento; souvenir; or keepsake; 
but Masonically speaking, it is a certain friendly or 
brotherly grip whereby one Mason may know another in 
the dark as in the light.  Advance and give me a token.

Fraternally submitted,

R.W. Anthony April 
Junior Grand Warden
MWPHGL of Alaska

M.W. Grand Master John K. Bishop and R.W. Deputy 
Grand Master Keith E. Herve received public and private 

honors.  They also received a Token of friendship from 
M.W. Grand Master Curtis E. Harris during the 48th 

Prince Hall Grand Lodge and the 45th Prince Hall 
Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star 45th Annual 

Communications. 

M.W. Grand Master John K. Bishop and R.W. Deputy 
Grand Master Keith E. Herve escorted to the Grand East.
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Just as artificers in iron and bronze needed 
tools suited to shaping their media into 
beautiful and useful structures, writers 
too have implements used to 
form words and sentences into 
creations well-suited for their 
readers.

The working tools of a 
writer are grammar, 
punc tu at ion , 
spelling and 
editing.

The Working Tools
of Good Writera

by W.B. Charles Ward
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Grammar

As Fellowcrafts, we are taught grammar is one of the seven 
liberal arts to which we should devote study. Grammar, 
in that sense, means “the whole  system and structure 
of a  language  or of languages in general,  usually  taken 
as consisting of syntax and morphology (including 
inflections)  and  sometimes also phonology and 
semantics.”1

When writing, however, it’s more important to think 
of another definition of grammar: “a  set  of actual or 
presumed prescriptive notions about correct use of a 
language.”2 In other words, we should write in a method 
agreed on by users of American English. 

When putting pen to paper or fingers to keyboard, ensure 
your subjects and verbs agree. Typically, singular nouns 
take verbs with an ‘s’ at the end, and plural nouns take 
verbs without an ‘s.’ 

Examples: “Charles types endlessly at his keyboard.”

“They type their lessons, because the school bought 
new computers last year.” 

Remembering that rule will correct 90 percent of 
problems with subject-verb agreement.

Apostrophe placement seems to be an area where many 
inexperienced writers trip up. In English, we add an ‘s’34 
to words to make them plural or to show possession. 
Only in the latter instances are apostrophes used.

Examples: “The Masons are holding a fish fry 
tomorrow.”

“Steve’s fish fryer is out of order.”

There’s no need to dread the plural possessive. Simply 
place the apostrophe after the final ‘s.’5

Example: “The Masons’ charitable works are well 
known.”

A writer who knows the rules for those situations will 
create much cleaner copy. Of course, there are more 
than two guidelines to follow to produce articles with 
perfect grammar. Space limitations prevent a discussion 
of all of them here, but a good resource for learning 
and reviewing American English grammar is Purdue 
University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL), located at:  
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/.6

Punctuation

Apostrophe use is covered somewhat above. However, it’s 
also important to know how to use them in contractions.

Apostrophes in contractions indicate missing letters or 
numbers. One area they are often misplaced is when a 
reference to a decade is shortened.

Example: “Rock ‘n’ roll music came to prominence 
in the ‘50s.”
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This sentence shows two usages of the apostrophe. The 
first shows where the missing letters in the word “and” 
would be. The second shows where the missing numbers 
in “1950s” would be. Note the apostrophe doesn’t go 
between the zero and the ‘s.’ If this is confusing, remember 
the numbers are simply a shorter way of writing “Fifties” 
or “Nineteen Fifties.” Since none of those methods 
of writing about the period between Jan. 1, 1950 and 
Dec. 31, 1959 are trying to show possession, there’s no 
apostrophe before or after the ‘s.’

Another punctuation mystery is the semicolon. Pros 
often get these wrong, so it’s best to avoid using them, 
with one exception. If you are writing lists within lists, 
semicolons are handy to use when separating parts of the 
main list from each other. 

Example: “The airline offered three choices of meals: 
liverwurst, mushroom casserole and toothpaste torte; 
alligator skin steak, creamed cauliflower and Brown 
Julius; and 5-day-old fish, fruit with flies and pre-
chewed pie.”7

Here, commas are used to separate items within a meal, 
while semicolons are used to separate the meal choices. 

A final note on punctuation: Despite what may have 
been taught at one point, do not use two spaces after a 
period. Modern word processing software will create 
even spaces between letters (known as kerning). This 
makes the practice of double-spacing between sentences 
obsolete and, moreover, tapping the spacebar twice 
between sentences creates a headache for page designers 
who must make sure all those second blanks are removed 
so the type looks properly laid out.

For more on punctuation, visit thepunctuationguide.
com.8

Spelling

Spell check may be simultaneously the greatest and worst 
creation for writers in the modern era. It’s fantastic for 
remembering “‘I’ before ‘E’ except after ‘C’” and spelling 
bee stumpers like “antidisestablishmentarianism.”9

Where it slips up is not picking up the difference between 
two words with very similar spellings but very different 
meanings. Your humble author once relied on the crutch 
of spell check one late night at a newspaper, only to answer 
some perplexed and none-too-happy calls the next day 
about what exactly was planned at the upcoming pubic 
market.

Hopefully, that mistake can now be avoided. However, 
slip ups involving homophones — two words pronounced 
the same way but with different spellings and meanings 
— remain all too (not “to” or “two”) common, and often 
uncaught by the electronic eye.

Visit grammarinenglish.com, there (not “their” or 
“they’re”) to find a very good list of common homophones 
(it’s also a fantastic resource for other grammar questions). 
The best resource against spelling errors, though, remains 
the wordsmith’s final and most important working tool 
— editing.

Editing

“Write drunk, edit sober.”

This bit of wisdom has been attributed to Ernest 
Hemingway, though he probably never said or wrote it.10 
Regardless of its origin, it’s solid advice. 
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Of course, not everyone channels their inner Hunter S. 
Thompson11 when putting pen to paper or electron to 
screen. However, even a beer or two, sleep deprivation or 
distracted composing can lead to a result that made sense 
at the time, but comes out a discombobulated mess.

The best editing is done by someone who is not the author. 
He or she can give a dispassionate critique of the message 
to ensure it’s clear, concise and reaches the point the 
penman intended to. If that person is a craftsman well-
versed in the use of the three working tools described 
above, so much the better. A good editor is hard to come 
by, but a good copy editor should be made a friend 
and rewarded with whisky, cigars and steaks whenever 
possible.

If an editor is unavailable, then make certain to give your 
own piece a second read after setting it aside for a time. 
Fresh eyes catch things tired eyes miss.

We are all writers, whether we create scholarly articles, 
letters or Facebook posts. Becoming a better one is no 
different than becoming a better basketball player, pianist 
or ritualist. It requires practice, which must come from 
an internal desire. It also requires study, and learning 
how to use a wordsmith’s tools is a critical piece of that 
education.  

Look that up in your Funk and Wagnalls

Should this become a more regular feature in this 
magazine, a small section at article’s end will address 
issues often seen in Masonic writing.

This edition, the word “altar” comes to mind. An “altar” is 
a piece of furniture found in a church or a Masonic lodge. 
“Alter” means to “change or cause to change in character 
or composition, typically in a  comparatively  small but 
significant way.”12  This is one of the dreaded homophones 
addressed above, and one often seen in Masonic rituals 
and other Craft-related contexts.
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St. John 
the Evangelist

The Feast of

“Erected to God and dedicated to the 
Holy Saints John” – these are familiar 

words known to every Freemason.  The 
“Holy Saints John” are, as we know, John 

the Baptist (also known as “St. John the 
Precursor”) and John the Evangelist 

(sometimes known as “St. John the 
Divine”).

There is no proof that either of these 
men were functional patrons of 

Freemasonry.  And they were most 
certainly not operative or speculative 

Masons, but it is a fact that Freemasonry 
adopted them as Patron Saints for 

several centuries.

What do we really know about the Holy 
Saints John?

from The Missouri 
Lodge of Research
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We know, for example, from the New Testament, that 
John the Baptist was born six months before Jesus, so 
tradition has set his birthday as June 24th. Legend has set 
December 27th as the Evangelist's “birthday”.

John the Evangelist was a Galilean, and the cousin of 
Jesus. In his early years, he was impulsive, impetuous, 
and vindictive as evidenced by the time he wanted to call 
down fire from Heaven.  In his later years, his disposition 
mellowed, and he became known as the Disciple of Love 
or, in Masonic terminology, “Brotherly Love.”

It is known that John the Evangelist wrote one Gospel 
and three Epistles.  For those that are members of the 
Eastern Star, it is interesting to note that his Epistles were 
written to an “Elect Lady” who later became Electa in our 
Eastern Star ritual.  Many Masonic scholars hold that the 
Gospel of St. John is of vital importance to all Freemasons 
– not for its Christian theology -- but for the lessons of 
Brotherly Love that are contained therein.

Saint John the Evangelist is likely the amalgamation of 
several New Testament Johns, including John the Disciple 
of Christ, John the Epistle writer and John the Divine of 
Patmos, the author of the Book of Revelation.

Why would Freemason’s choose
St. John the Evangelist?

There are many reasons why Freemasons would choose 
the Evangelist as Patron. Primarily, that the writings of 
St. John the Evangelist (or combinations of John) read 
almost like Masonic ritual.

The Gospel of John begins:  “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God. The same was with God. All things were made 
by him; and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in darkness; and darkness 
comprehended it not.”

Nowhere else in the Bible since the beginning of Genesis 
familiar to all Freemasons is the concept of light so 
inextricably entwined with the idea of the divine spirit. 
As we progress through higher degrees the concept of the 
Word, the Light and the Divine as inseparable parts of 
the whole of Creation becomes of primary importance. 
John the Evangelist leads us forward in that direction.

In his Epistles, the Evangelist continues to work from the 
theme that the Word and the Light are inevitably linked 
and goes on to bring Truth and Love in as links of the 
same chain.

The idea and practice of Brotherly Love and Fellowship 
is explored more thoroughly by the Evangelist than 
by any other New Testament writer. The disturbing 
imagery of the Book of Revelations is the source of many 
esoteric schools of thought and many writers have made 
convincing arguments that this imagery is in many ways 
influential to Masonry.

Also of Masonic importance is that John the Evangelist 
is described as among the most loyal of the Disciples of 
Christ and the one closest to Jesus. Even in death, Jesus 
entrusts the care of his Mother to John, who we may 
assume was in many ways his best friend on earth.
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The original reason for the choice of these particular 
Patron Saints has been obscured by the passage of time. 
We cannot determine exactly why our ancient Brethren 
chose them rather than St. Thomas, a stonemason, who’s 
symbol is quite obviously a square.

The Saints John have historical roots that pre-date 
the organization of Freemasonry itself.  And could be 
considered a ‘trail to follow’ to the origins of Freemasonry 
itself.

In an article published 
in 1855 named “History, 
Nature, and Objects of 
Freemasonry” by James 
Miller of Scotland, tells of 
an old Latin document of 
our Order deposited with 
a Lodge at Namur, France, 
includes a proclamation 
of the Masons of Europe 
assembled at Cologne in 
1535. 

It declares that Masons 
were called, "Brethren 

dedicated to St. John, first among the martyr stars of 
the morning.”  It further tells us that prior to 1440, the 
Fraternity was called the “Joannite Brothers” (John’s 
Brethren).

This makes a statement about the two 
Saints John, but did you know that 

there is a third St. John associated with 
Freemasonry?

St. John the Almoner
He is included as a Patron 
Saint in several overseas 
Grand Jurisdictions. 
He was a native of the 
island of Cyprus, who 
in the year 608 became 
Patriarch of the wealthy 
Church of Alexandria. He 
caused a list of the poor 
of his sect to be compiled, 
and his first official act 
was the distribution 
of 80,000 pieces of 

gold to the indigent and to various agencies for their 
betterment and relief. This was an immense sum, worth 
almost $30,000,000 in today's money. He continued 
this systematic giving until his death. His charity and 
beneficence won him universal admiration, and he was 
enrolled among the Saints of the Western as well as of the 
Eastern Church.

These three Saints John represent the Theological Virtues 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity – normally represented as the 
top three rungs on Jacob’s Ladder in Christian religious 
art, and are mentioned in our catechisms. John the Baptist 
is represented by Faith, John the Evangelist by Hope, and 
John the Almoner by Charity.  Faith is represented by the 
Cross, Hope by the Anchor, and Charity by the Heart.

Where do the origins of the day in 
question come from?

Thomas Paine, wrote the 
following in his 1810 
book entitled, “Origin of 
Freemasonry”:

“The high festival of the 
Masons is on the day they 
call St. John's Day, but 
every enlightened Mason 
must know that holding 
their festival on this day 
has no reference to the 
person called St. John, and 
that it is only to disguise 
the true cause of holding 
it on this day that they call by that name. As there were 
Masons many centuries before the time of St. John, the 
holding their festival on this day refers to a cause totally 
unconnected with either of the Saints John.”

Many of Freemasonry’s most knowledgeable scholars 
believe that the real explanation of Freemasonry's 
connection with the Holy Saints John Festival Days is not 
to be found in the history of the Craft – but, rather, in the 
history of ancient religions. 

If we travel backward in time and imagination to an 
unknown date when the world of men was young, we 
would see a time when knowledge did not exist, and the 
primal urges of all humanity were divided between the 
satisfaction of bodily needs -- hunger, thirst, warmth, 

24



light, and the instincts of self-preservation, mating, and 
the love of children.

The men of that far-off age did not understood why the 
wind blew, what made the rain, or from whence came 
lightning, thunder, cold, and warmth.

Most people had no conception of why the Sun seemed to 
climb the heavens in the morning and disappear at night.

The greatest manifestation of nature known to our ancient 
ancestors was the Sun. It was always present during the 
day, and its near kin, fire, warmed and comforted them 
at night. Under its gentle rays, crops grew and rivers rose.

Early man must have observed the Sun's slow movement 
from north to south during the year and back again as 
the seasons waxed and waned. Therefore, Midsummers’ 
Day, the longest in terms of Sunlight, became a festival; it 
was the harbinger of life, just as the Winter Solstice was 
significant of the end of the slow decline of the Sun.

The sun was the center point to many ancient religions 
and mystery school.  Freemasonry is no different.  We 
have adopted the alchemical symbol for the Sun as the 
main symbol for our first degree.

Technically, we now know that the seasons of the year are 
caused by the 23.5º tilt of the Earth's axis. Because the 
earth is rotating like a top or gyroscope, it continuously 
points in a fixed direction toward a point in space near 
the North Star.

However, the Earth is also revolving around the Sun 
at the same time. During half of the year, the Southern 
Hemisphere is closer to the Sun than is the Northern 
Hemisphere. During the rest of the year, the reverse is 
true. At noontime in the Northern Hemisphere, the Sun 
appears high in the sky during Summer and low in the 
sky during Winter. These two extremes are referred to as 
a “solstice.”

"Solstice" is derived from two Latin words: "Sol" meaning, 
“sun”, and "sistere" meaning, “to cause to stand still”.

The lowest elevation occurs about December 21st and is 
the Winter Solstice -- the first day of winter when the 
nighttime hours (darkness) are at a maximum and the 
period of sunlight is at its minimum.  The lines represent 
the end of the orbit, or the limit of movement.

When the earth is at it’s limit in its orbit, the axis of 
the earth makes the sun look as if it is rising not at the 
equator, like during the spring and fall equinox, but at 
the tropic of cancer at the summer solstice, and tropic of 
capricorn at the winter solstice.

In the earliest days of Ancient Greece, a man was selected 
to be a representation of the god Dionysus during the 
Feast of Lenaea (Festival of the Wild Women). It was on 
that day of the Winter Solstice that Dionysus died and 
was then resurrected on December 25th.

During the festival, the man being “honored” was literally 
torn to pieces, and the pieces were then eaten by the 

25



women.  By classical times in ancient Greece, the human 
sacrifice had been replaced by the killing of a goat.

The goat later became the symbol for Capricorn. In 
Astrology, December 27th, St. John the Evangelist’s 
Festival Day falls under the zodiac sign of Capricorn 
(December 22nd – January 19th).

Ancient Rome had dozens of gods for every purpose 
imaginable. By 300 BCE, the Roman Empire had 
combined the festivals for those Gods under the name of 
“Dies Natalis Solis Invicti” ("Birthday of the Unconquered 
Sun").  This festival was denoted by a picture of a man 
holding the front half of a goat in his right arm, a circle 
that is three quarters dark and the top half is light in his 
left hand, a band of stars around his legs with a fish in the 
center, and winged feet.

We can see that half of the goat represents Capricorn, as 
well as the fish in the center of the band of stars.  The 
mostly darkened circle represents the solstice, due to the 
time of the year when the sun is seen at a lower altitude.  
The band of stars represents the constellations of the 
zodiac, with Capricorn in the center.  And since this is 
a Roman festival, the winged feet symbolize “Apollo” the 
Roman God of the Sun.

Esoterically, it symbolizes that Apollo has sacrificed the 
Goat and is returning the sun to power.  Explained as:  
The sun has passed Capricorn, and the days are starting 
to become longer (have more sun).

This was a weeklong festival commencing on December 
21st and ending on December 27th with the main 
feast day taking place on December 25th. It was a feast 
honoring the renewal of the Sun at the Winter Solstice.  It 
included feasting, dancing, lighting bonfires, decorating 
homes with greens, and the giving of gifts… kind of 
sounds like Christmas, doesn’t it?

Therefore, the celebration of the Summer Solstice became 
the Festival of Saint John the Baptist and the celebration 
of the Winter Solstice became the Festival of Saint John 
the Evangelist.

However, it took centuries for the tradition of St. Johns’ 
Days and Christmas to catch on. For example, it was 
adopted in Ireland in the 5th century AD; the 7th century 
in Eastern Mediterranean countries; Austria, England 
and Switzerland adopted them in the 8th century; and 
the Slavic countries in the 9th and 10th centuries.
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We know from the writings of St. John the Evangelist that 
his message is simple and straightforward -- that to know 
and love God is to obey His law, that the essential mark 
of grace is Brotherly Love, and that the ideal life is to live 
in fellowship with others.

It does not matter that there is no, nor never was, a 
formalized Lodge of the Holy Saints John at Jerusalem. 
It does not matter whether the two Saints John were 
actually members of the Masonic Fraternity. They were 
selected as our Patron Saints because they exemplified 
the basic principles of our ancient Fraternity in their 
daily lives through their words and deeds. It is because 
Freemasonry regards the character and internal 
qualifications of a man that the two Saints John are fitting 
Patrons. Freemasonry honors them because they were 
living examples of the Golden Rule and their practice of 
love for their fellowmen, and their love of their Creator.

The Missouri Lodge
of Research

What is the lesson to be learned from St. 
John the Evangelist?

St. John the Evangelist teaches us to subdue our passions, 
one of the first lessons every new Freemason learns in 
Lodge.

When we examine the writings of St. John the Evangelist, 
we see a major transformation of a young man.  He 
goes from being a hot-tempered young radical to one 
who exhibits peace in his old age. He goes from being 
intolerant of others to working with others by sharing his 
theology of a “better way of life”.

Symbolically, we do the same thing.

“Whosoever hateth this brother is a murderer: 
and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in him.” - 1 John 3:15

Above all things, John was loyal. He was the only Disciple 
to attend the trial of Jesus as well as being at the foot of 
the cross for the crucifixion. When he heard about the 
empty tomb on that eventful Sunday morning, he was 
the first Disciple to arrive. Moreover, it was he that took 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, into his home and cared for 
her until her death.
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by Br. John Masters

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was more than just a writer; he 
was a poet, a lover, a public servant, an educated jurist, and a 
spiritual and philosophical thinker.  Given the times he lived 
in, his two parts of Faust are often enigmatic of spiritual or 

religious thought.  Throughout the work there are indeed 
many points of religious dogma and rhetoric, but it is a 

deeper understanding of who Goethe was personally 
that will bring a deeper understanding to many of his 

works; including Faust.

Goethe
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While Faust is one of the better known works of Goethe, 
it is more important for its prognosis in literature than 
its popularity in 21st century classrooms.  It is in the 
classroom that the author’s true nature, and desired 
point, have been slowly missed.  The work, like its author, 
has been formulated into a construct of ideas meant to 
be regurgitated onto a test; rather than understood as 
a base of thought and philosophy of the day.  Goethe, 
in the end, was a radical who had no choice but to veil 
his work, which is more than likely the cause for being 
misinterpreted today.

Faust was written in the latter part of Goethe’s life, and the 
second part was published posthumously.  Both parts of 
Faust’s story are intricate modes of philosophy and involve 
more than an idea of liturgical ecclesiastical rhetoric.  
With his diplomatic and bureaucratic experiences as a 
German statesman, Goethe saw both international and 
religious affairs around the world.  These experiences were 
a side note alongside a journey of esoteric thought and 
desire towards ethical understanding.  Faust experiences 
the same journey, from darkness to light; from evil to 

morality.  Faust, though, is not an evil man.  Faust is an 
extension of what Goethe saw in himself.  Goethe was 
expressing his own ideas and experiences, in Faust, from 
his life through deep and veiled undertones of esoteric, 
philosophical, and moral debate presented to readers in 
the form of a religious and spiritual medium.

In Faust, the idea of moral spirituality is a fairly constant 
theme.  Brutally honest themes exist in the opening 
scene, and persist through the rest of the work.  As 
Mephistopheles is introduced, his character is often seen 
as a trickster (much like Screwtape from C.S. Lewis’ 
infamous fiction on temptation).  His real purpose in 
the novel is much darker and sinister.  He is a literal 
interpretation of human vices and superfluities in the 
physical world.  Understanding Goethe’s philosophical 
background is paramount to understanding Faust.  
Goethe’s world in the 19th century was very different 
from the world of today’s readers.  Morality and 
spirituality were still romanticized by conjecture and 
legend.  This, intermixed with some real history, makes 
for good literature.  Goethe used this to eschew not 
just moral lessons but spiritual ones as well.  The divide 
between the Catholic Church and the Protestants living 
in Europe was growing bigger and bigger in the 19th 
century.  Mephistopheles’ conversation in part one is 
very interesting.  He is neither brutish nor crude (the 
medieval personification of a devil in past literature); 
quite the opposite, Mephistopheles is quite sophisticated 
and somewhat endearing.  Not the pure idea of evil that 
would normally come to a reader’s mind (Greenberg, 
2012).  In a repeat from the scenes of Job in the Bible, 
Mephistopheles bargains with the Lord (Protestant 
vernacular assumes this is Jesus) for the contest of Faust’s 
soul.  This suave demon, in an interesting twist, has 
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trouble with the temptation of Faust the first time.  This is 
an interesting concept; Faust ultimately choosing to give 
into the deal in exchange for life, or at least an idea of a 
life.  What Faust ultimately chose was vice over morality.  
Part two of Faust would see morality and love triumph 
over the physically bound traits of Mephistopheles; moral 
spirituality over physical vices.  While this may seem a 
trifle, it's actually a deeper montage of moral esotericism.  
Goethe was encouraging independent thought outside of 
the liturgical rhetoric of both the church and the state.  
Germany, and indeed most of Europe, was already deep 
in political and religious strife that would culminate in 
two horrible wars in the 20th century.  In the midst of 
these attitudes, Goethe was responding in veiled tones 
of religious machinations.  Even in the 19th century, 
speaking out against established political and religious 
institutions was dangerous.  For the radical in Goethe 
to speak, he would have had to hide his ideas in an 
emblematical approach.

The philosophical approach to Faust is quite simple.  It 
is a recreation of a two-hundred-year-old allegory about 
physical temptation and esoteric integrity.  Goethe’s 
time in German Masonic lodges would have exposed 

him to a great amount of both philosophical and 
allegorical material about the nature of both man and 
Deity.  Goethe may have had some preconceived notions 
prior to his initiation in 1780 (Denslow, 1961), but the 
modern lodges formed after the creation of the Grand 
Lodge of England were stressing both liberal arts and 
sciences in their initiates.  Goethe would have been in 
such a position following his entrance into the Fraternity.  
His musings on science and prisms of light show such 
stimulated curiosity from Goethe.  Given Masonry’s very 
intimate and intricate relationships with a good portion 
of its members, it would make sense that Goethe’s 
personal ideas would have been amplified (if not even 
encouraged) by his experiences from his brethren around 
Europe.  Much of the political and radical philosophical 
ideas of the both the 18th and 19th centuries are often 
attributed to members of this supposedly secret society.  
Goethe, having already been a statesman and a poet, 
would have been very experienced in how to veil his 
ideas in allegorical symbolism.  This is not always true 
of Masonic authors, but a pretty accurate generalization.  
Goethe meant to explore the idea behind integrity and 
morality.  A deeper idea beyond the premise of good 
and evil; the idea that an ethical man with integrity can 
still be evil would have been a foreign concept to much 
of the European population of the day.  Yet, Dr. Faust 
(a learned and moral individual) made the decision to 
sell his soul to Mephistopheles.  The sale of the soul is 
also allegorical, and mimicked the times that Goethe 
lived; a familiar machine to his readers.  The same would 
be applied to today’s moral codes; how far is someone 
willing to go?  Does everyone truly have a price?  This 
was the concept that Goethe was attempting to portray in 
the more complicated themes of Faust.  It also shows that 
not all mankind is inherently evil, but able to make evil 
choices.  Goethe would have seen Faust in the idea that 
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mankind could become better, but that evil could not 
change its stripes.  Add to this the theme of temptation, 
and a pattern of moral philosophy begins to develop.  
Goethe was speaking to a reader that would have only 
known the ecclesiastical liturgy of the day.  Faust’s 
triumph in the end over Mephistopheles’ devises shows 
that, despite mistakes, mankind is capable (like Faust 
was) of redeeming themselves.  A radical concept for its 
day; depending on the audience, still a radical concept 
even today.

Goethe was trained in esoteric arts and philosophy.  His 
fraternal organizations then, like today, pushed their 
members to read, understand, and retain the liberal arts 
and sciences.  In Faust is an interpretation of this form of 
esotericism.  Faust is more than a literary character, but 
an example of embracing the liberal arts and sciences.  
Faust is himself a doctor, but also exemplified much of 
Goethe’s real life.  A writer, a poet, emotionally based, and 
a spiritualist.  Faust’s conversation with Mephistopheles 
proves Faust’s own understanding of spiritual beings; 
at least in the context of thought of the day.  Whether 
a reader would agree in the same way today is up for 
debate.  A reasonable process for today would be the 
transformation of Anakin Skywalker into Darth Vader as 
a preempt of lasting unethical decisions, despite the end 
results being good.  Faust also makes poor and unethical 
decisions (in the day it was written it would have been 

construed as a form of evil), and yet in the end turns out 
to not be a relatively bad guy.  This is not meant to be 
quaint or finite.  Rather, the concept presented by Goethe 
is meant as an esoteric dilemma through an allegorical 
symbol.  Mephistopheles is required to gain permission 
from the Lord to make the sales pitch for Faust’s soul.  
Which in turn means, that heavenly spiritual beings 
are controlling the finite lives that people live.  Faust is 
ultimately free to make his own decision - free agency.  
As Goethe shows the imagination of Mephistopheles’ 
own desires, a point of evil versus good emerges.  This 
is the end result of Faust’s choices.  Unlike a movie or 
video game, however, Faust is faced with interweaving 
and complicated choices that ultimately decide his fate 
for good or bad; morality versus evil could be another 
argument (Alt, 2011).

Goethe was not attempting to entertain his reader, but 
rather express certain ideas and concepts about the nature 
of mankind and the philosophy of not only religion but 
ethical and moral choices.  To Goethe, liturgy was not 
just ecclesiastical but physical as well.  Man did not have 
to hold a dogma to be good and just, and in the same 
respect dogma did not have to be wearing a devil’s horns 
to be evil and immoral.  And vice versa.  Since this is 
a concept of morality rather than ecclesiastical dogma, 
religious orders don’t apply.  It’s a hippie concept for the 
day, but Goethe was himself a hippie of his day.  Since 
Goethe was expressing lessons learned from his life, it 
would make sense that much of Faust’s character mimics 
the morality of the day.  Goethe must have meant for his 
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reader to understand this concept within the confines of 
what they knew.  To express this idea in a broad sense 
would have meant that Goethe would use symbols and 
ideas relative to spiritual and moral understanding for 
everyone.  Protestants held against the idea that only a 
member of the clergy could interpret spiritual or moral 
codes.  Goethe would have held this idea dear to his 
heart.  In Faust is shown the literal sense of this; mankind 
can interpret and value moral and ethical lessons by 
themselves without the assistance of dogma.  Faust does 
this in the storyline, and this concept would match the 
politics that began to take place in Germany.  Flat out 
saying that, even in the 19th century, would be dangerous.  
Enter a unique and endearing story in Doctor Faust.  The 
normal literary framework typically does not recognize 
this concept; instead regarding Faust as a human-
interest story.  Faust, as representing the best and worst 
of humanity, is the typical forefront of this argument.  
While this may still be true, the other concepts of deeper 
esoteric and philosophical concepts cannot be ignored.

Br. John Masters
Matanuska Lodge No. 7
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~BANDIT~
The Blue Parka

The Legendary Story of 
"Highway Robbery" 

during the Gold-Rush days of 
Fairbanks, Alaska

by W.B. Nick Adair
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The Golden Heart City, Fairbanks, Alaska, received its 
title from the years when the city was formed, during the 
Alaskan/Yukon Gold Rush from 1901 to 1903.

In 1901, Captain E. T. Barnette, was headed to Tanacross 
(or Tanana Crossing, where the Valdez-Eagle trail 
crossed the Tanana River), intending to set up a trading 
post. The steamboat on which Barnette was a passenger, 
the Lavelle Young, unfortunately ran aground while 
attempting to negotiate shallow water through the Chena 
River.  Barnette decided to set up shop on the site of what 
would later become the heart of downtown Fairbanks, 
right between Cowles and Cushman Street.

Gold always beckons the greedy, and criminals aplenty 
joined Alaska's great Gold Rush stampedes during the 
late 1800's and early 1900's.  Strangely enough, robbers, 
bandits, and highwaymen were about as scarce as palm 
trees.

Not that there wasn't plenty to rob.  Plenty of miners in 
the Fairbanks area spent their time stuffing moose-hide 
bags called "pokes" full of gold and gold dust! There 
was an estimated $9 million worth of gold taken from 
Fairbanks during the Gold-Rush.

Thus enters Brother James A. Wickersham, who was 
appointed to the judgeship of the Third District by 
President William McKinley in 1900.  Wickersham was 
made a Mason in 1882 in Tacoma Lodge in Springfield, 
Illinois, as he denoted in his diary on March 29, 1925.  

Wickersham’s working relationship with Captain E. T. 
Barnette led to the initially small settlement developing 
into a city that became a gateway to the arctic. Through 
Barnette and Wickersham’s efforts, Fairbanks became 
incorporated, initiated federal development, and settled 
locations for key federal positions in the city thus 
ensuring its future relevance.

Wickersham suggested to Barnette that he name his post 
on the Tanana after Wickersham's mentor, an up-and-
coming Indiana Senator, Charles W. Fairbanks. In his July 
19, 1902 diary entry, Wickersham recorded that Barnette 
"promised to do so."  Senator Charles W. Fairbanks went 
on to the office of Vice President of the United States of 
America, with President Theodore Roosevelt, from 1901 
to 1909.  Charles W. Fairbanks was made a Mason “at-
sight” in Indianapolis, Indiana; and Theodore Roosevelt 
was a brother from Matinecock Lodge No. 806 in Oyster 
Bay, New York.

Wickersham was also instrumental in the passage of 
the Organic Act of 1912, granting Alaska territorial 
status, introduced the Alaska Railroad Bill, legislation to 
establish McKinley Park, and the first Alaska Statehood 
Bill in 1916.   Ironically, Wickersham is known for his 
failed attempted to climb Mt. McKinley’s now famous 
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North Face in 1903.  It is now known as the Wickersham 
Wall.

Fortunately, Wickersham kept an extensive diary for 
almost every day of his life, and it is currently recorded 
in the Alaska Digital Archives.  Not only is it full of 
personal events, but it also covered many of the trials he 
presided over while he was a Third District Court Judge.  
It is currently available in the original scanned pencil & 
paper, as well as being transcribed into PDF format.

Wickersham’s diary explains that most laws were leniently 
enforced.  However, if the law was lax, the wilderness 
certainly was not.  Temperatures could fluctuate as low 
as 70 below zero (Fahrenheit) in the winter, and summer 
temperatures reaching in excess of 100oF.  Additionally, it 
should be noted that the thawing bush country produces 
epic amounts of mosquitos.

Many of the gold miners and sourdoughs were surprised 
when, in the spring of 1905, miner after miner came into 
Fairbanks complaining that they had been robbed on the 
trail.  When notes were compared, it appeared that all 
had been robbed by the same masked bandit.  A husky 
short man who spoke very little, was armed with a .30-
.30 Savage rifle, and wearing a Blue Parka.

The infamous Charles Hendrickson, or The Blue Parka 
Man, as he became known in the camps, enhanced his 
notoriety when he held up a sourdough that had only $10 
in his poke.  Handing back the man's money, the bandit 
reached into his pocket and flipped his dumbfounded 
victim 50 cents, telling him, "buy yourself a drink at the 
next roadhouse."

His notoriety increased even more when he held up a 
party of seven miners, one of which was Fairbanks own 
Episcopal Bishop.  With a shrewd cavalier attitude, he 

ordered the six men to give the Bishop their pokes as a 
church donation.

Phyllis Downing Carlson, author of "Aunt Phil's Trunk: 
Early Alaska" writes:  

"The Blue Parka Bandit" had struck again.  People 
chuckled over his latest exploit, although usually 
his holdups were no laughing matter.  This time, 
however, Alaskans felt they had a good joke on 
Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, a popular Episcopalian 
missionary who was in the last party robbed by the 
daring highwayman.

As always, the bandit's mask and blue parka hid 
his face.  He pointed his Winchester at his victims. 

"Line up, put your pokes and valuables on the trail 
and mush on," he ordered.

Bishop Rowe had no poke of gold, but he placed his 
little wad of money on the heap with the rest.  Then 
he couldn't resist chiding the bandit.

"Friend," he asked in his gentle voice.  "Is this the 
way you treat a minister of the gospel?"

"Are you a minister?" asked the man in the blue 
parka.
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"I am Bishop Rowe of the Episcopal Church."

"Oh," said the highwayman in surprise.  "Well, I'm 
pleased to meet you Bishop.  Of course I won't rob 
you.  Take your money back and take that poke 
with the shoestring on it, too.  Why, damn it all, 
Bishop, I'm a member of your church!"

With behavior that mirrored the legendary Robin 
Hood, the Blue Parka Man inspired both fear and 
grudging admiration, as he continued his brazen 
holdups.

In the book "The Blue Parka Man" by H.C. Landru, he 
describes:

"The living legend was arrested in July when he 
came into Fairbanks to order supplies.  Somehow a 
store clerk became suspicious and alerted lawmen, 
including Deputy Marshall George Dreibelbis, who 
arrested him quietly in the street."

"He's the last man in the Fairbanks district I 
would have suspected." so declared a miner friend 
of the notorious Charles Hendrickson.  "He was 
a pleasant and jovial fellow."  Hendrickson was 
blonde with blue eyes, had a slight Scandinavian 
accent, and was well known as a favorite regular at 
the Floradora Club by the dancing girls.  

Even more surprised were the staff at the Episcopal 
Bishop’s library.  They knew Hendrickson as their most 
regular and courteous patron, eager for heavy reading 
in geology and engineering.  It was suspected that he 
may have been a graduate engineer.  From which school 
though, remains unknown.

On a side note:  In James Wickersham’s Diary, on Sunday, 
December 28, 1902 he made a brief note in his diary 

that said “Attended services with Masons tonight at the 
Episcopal Church.”

After his arrest, inquiries to the Northwest Canadian 
Mounted Police in Dawson City brought news that he 
had also once been sentenced to five years in prison for 
stealing gold from miner's sluice boxes. 

Marshall Dreibelbis was so curious about why a man 
of such abilities and demeanor would turn to crime, he 
started a deep investigation.  He was working on a full 
investigation when Hendrickson fashioned a saw out of 
a barrel hoop, and sawed his way to freedom through the 
14 inch logs of the Fairbanks Jail.

James A. Wickersham’s Diary on Sunday, Aug. 13, 1905 
states:

“This is the second radically bad verdict at this 
term – Hendricksen & Owens were both viciously 
guilty but soft hearted & soft headed jurors 
acquitted them.  Hendrickson sawed a log out 
from underneath his bunk – a day or so ago – and 
escaped – but it was not necessary.  He had better 
trusted the jury!!”
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No one could have imagined that anyone could survive 
for weeks in the hellishly hot and mosquito-infested 
summer bush.  Yet, it wasn’t until September 23rd that 
a hunter accidentally found Hendrickson’s bandit cache, 
including the now fabled “Blue Parka.”

It was almost November, when acting on a tip to 
Hendrickson’s whereabouts, that Marshall Dreibelbis 
and an Ex-Marshall named Frank Wiseman headed out 
to arrest him once again.

In the dark of night, which could have been 3pm at that 
time of year, they both took off on dogsled in weather 
that was so cold, their spit crackled in the air.  That was a 
sourdoughs reading of at least 60 below zero.  Needless to 
say, the blizzard nearly killed them and their dogs before 
they made it to a roadhouse near where Hendrickson 
and a helper were logging mine timbers.  They were 
fortunate to surprise Hendrickson, who in a rare moment 
of carelessness, had left his .30-.30 Savage with the sled 
while he worked. 

After a brutally cold trek back home to Fairbanks, 
Hendrickson “The Blue Parka Man”, was in jail.  This 
time, he had a cellmate.  A sullen, hard case cabin breaker 
and horse thief named Tom Thornton.

Not but a couple of weeks later, Hendrickson broke out 
of jail again enlisting the help of Tom Thornton.  They 
jumped a slow-witted guard while he was bringing them 
food, and stabbed him, nearly killing him.

This time though, the pair of outlaws only got about 12 
miles away in the withering cold before they were caught.  
On September 2, 1906, Judge James Wickersham, a 
member of the Fairbanks Masonic Club, gave both of the 
men a 15 year sentence for breaking jail and stabbing the 
guard.  This sentence was to serve time at McNeils Island 
Federal Prison in Washington State.

Marshall Dreibelbis took no chances this time, and 
locked them in a new jail cell with Bessemer steel bars.  
He also encumbered them with “Oregon Boots”, key-
locked, iron-ankle hobbles that weigh 30 pounds apiece.  
He personally marched them down to the paddlewheel 
steamer dock, on to the last riverboat out of the area, 
called the Lavelle Young.  At the last minute, true to epic 
Alaskan legend, a slim, red-haired, young woman slipped 
from the crowd to kiss the Blue Parka Bandit.

Aunt Phil again writes: 

“The Lavelle Young was crowded with miners, 
prospectors, gamblers, confidence men, capitalists, 
merchants, musicians, theatrical and vaudeville 
performers, respectable women, and some not so 
respectable.  Also on board were about 20 miners 
with their dogs, canoes, provisions, bound for a new 
strike reported up one of the Yukon tributaries…"
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The Marshall was watching both Hendrickson and 
Thornton.  They had their “Oregon Boots” on and this 
didn’t make for easy walking.  As the trip wore on, 
Hendrickson and Thornton grew weak and pale from 
their close confinement, and some of the passengers even 
expressed sympathy for them.

“Why can’t you give them some relief from those cramped 
quarters and take off the boots for a while?  They can’t get 
away,” the other passengers would say.

The Marshall remained adamant.  “These are desperate 
men,” he answered patiently.  “They’ve broken jail before, 
and they aren’t going to get away while I’m guarding 
them.”

Brave words, but spoken too soon.

Hendrickson was locked in a barred, double guarded 
stateroom with Thornton and two other criminals. The 
other two scoffed at the talk of escape until Hendrickson 
produced a broken piece of a jeweler’s file he had 
smuggled from Fairbanks.  He had inserted the file into 
his pipe, and smoked a crust around it, so that when the 
pipe was examined, no one noticed the presence of the 
file.

Hendrickson took two small hooks that had been left 
screwed into the wall of the stateroom, along with a small 
brass curtain rod about two feet long.  He filed off about 
eight inches of the brass tube, and divided it into two 
pieces.  One was flattened out and filed into a small saw.  
The other piece was used as a key to unscrew the bolts 
locking down the ol “Oregon Boots.”

The ceiling of the stateroom proved to be no problem 
what-so-ever.  It was only about a half-inch thick.  They 
took turns lying on their backs in the upper berth, while 
the other two stood close to the window to obscure the 
guard’s view.  After each period of work, the holes were 

filled with soap, completely obliterating the evidence.  A 
15 inch by 10 inch section of the ceiling was cut out, and 
left in place until the right opportunity presented itself.

This came when the boat stopped at Nation City.  They 
took out the screws attached to the “Oregon Boots” and 
climbed out of the opening when the boat’s dinner bell 
rang loudly.  Hendrickson and Thornton climbed through 
the hole, then descended a ladder to step out on the deck.  
One of the outside guards looked Thornton right in the 
face, but did not recognize him until the two jumped off 
of the boat, and ran into the woods, stumbling around in 
the darkness.

They had jumped ship in the middle of the night, when 
the temperatures were going to be close to zero, leaving 
behind their fellow prisoners.  They were almost out of 
options.  Hendrickson and Thornton ran into the local 
town and tried to hide at a local roadhouse.  Unfortunately 
they were immediately noticed, and ran out of town on 
an old trail.  Thornton, nearly dead of cold, finally gave 
himself up.  He went back to the roadhouse to give 
himself up.  

A fighter until the end, Hendrickson, the Blue Parka 
Bandit, instead attempted to ambush a river man and 
take his canoe.

“I need that boat,” he said.  “If you don’t row me, I’ll kill 
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you and if you don’t row where I tell you, I’ll upset the 
canoe.”  Writes Aunt Phil.  She continues:

The fugitive compelled the man to get into the 
stern while he pushed the boat out to deeper water.  
But he hadn’t noticed a gun in the bottom of the 
boat, and when he leaped into the canoe, he found 
himself looking down the gun’s barrel.

“All right, Hendrickson,” said the gun’s owner, the ex-
sheriff from Montana.  “Start rowing.”

Finally, at Dawson City, Mounties helped seal the locks 
on their “Oregon Boots” with melted metal.  Two ex-
Mounties were then hired to accompany the party to 
McNeil’s Island in Washington.  There, Thornton would 
die in prison.

Judge Wickersham’s Diary on October 12, 1906 includes:

“Have been much disturbed for 3 or 4 days – 
Thornton & Hendrickson two bad men, sentenced 
to 15 yrs. each in the U.S. Pen. at McNeil’s Island, 
Wash. escaped from their guards on the Lavelle 
Young at Nation – just below Eagle, on their way 
out & we offered $250. each reward for their 
capture. Recd. news yesterday that they were 
recaptured & on their way out again. It created 
much excitement, for it was their fourth escape, - 
hope they will be landed, now.”

The Blue Parka Bandit would escape briefly three more 
times, once from McNeil’s Island, and twice from the 
Federal Maximum Security Prison at Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kansas where he was moved.

He was finally released from prison in 1920, never to be 
heard from again.

W.B. Nick Adair
Matanuska Lodge No. 7
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Celestial LodgeThe

Donald (Don) Patrick Frizzell
October 1, 1939 - June 25, 2017

Don was born in Grande Prairie, Alberta, the eldest of two 
sons of Harold & Mary Frizzell. He grew up in Dawson 
Creek where he met and married his wife, Muriel Monk.
He began his love of trucking as a youth helping his father 
who was a mechanic. During his high school years, he swept 
floors at Northern Freightways. He was called on to do just 
about everything connected with a trucking company and 
eventually became the office manager.

In 1963 he and a colleague from Freightways purchased 
a small moving and storage company in Vernon, B.C. 
During his years in Vernon, he acquired his pilot’s licence 
and enjoyed many years buying, selling and flying airplanes. 
He sold his share of this successful moving business and 
moved his family to Williams Lake where he had logging 
trucks and hauled heavy equipment.

Always interested in learning new skills, Don took the 
position of the freight terminal manager for White Pass 
& Yukon Route and moved his family north in 1980. He 

transferred with WPYR to Dawson City to be the fuel 
plant manager where he enjoyed working with his clients. 
Being drawn by the history and mystery of placer mining, 
he and his family then spent many enjoyable summers at 
their placer mine on Mt Nansen.

Returning to Whitehorse in 1986, he and a partner 
took over the Esso Bulk Station later known as Frizzell 
Petroleum. He was a board member of the Yukon Workers 
Compensation for a number of years, bought and operated 
Willow Printers, and then was contracted to open the 
Mackenzie Petroleum agency in Whitehorse.

Don led an active Masonic Life which began in Vernon 
and progressed to Whitehorse, Dawson City and Alaska. 
He recently received his 50 year jewel and certificate. He 
also was a member of the Yukon Order of Pioneers.

Don is survived by his wife Muriel of 57 years, three 
daughters, Cindy (Jerry), Sandra (Ralph) & Lorelea (Ssasi), 
grandsons Jeffry, Matthew, Chase, Conrad, Stephen & 
Souleymane as well as six great grandchildren. Predeceased 
by his mother, father, and brother Doug.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Gizeh Shriners 
of B.C. & Yukon, 1501 Dogwood St., Whitehorse, Yukon 
Y1A 3Z9.  Charitable receipt provided for $20.00 or more.

A Masonic funeral was held on July 6, 2017 at 2:00 P.M. at 
Mt. McIntre Recreation Centre, and a private interment at 
Grey Mountain Cemetery.
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John Kenneth "Ken" Blackwell

was born February 28, 1948. He is an American politician 
and activist who served as the mayor of Cincinnati, Ohio 
from 1979 to 1980, the Ohio State Treasurer from 1994 
to 1999, and Ohio Secretary of State from 1999 to 2007. 
He was the Republican candidate for governor of Ohio in 
2006 and got 37% of the vote against the eventual victor, 
Ted Strickland. He was the first African American to be a 
major-party candidate for governor in Ohio. 

Blackwell was born in Alliance, Ohio to George (a 
meatpacker) and Dana (a part-time nurse) Blackwell. He 
has two brothers, Carl and Charles. He married his wife 
Rosa in 1969 while he was in college. They have three 
children, Kimberly, Rahshann (a Denver resident and 
Ohio Northern Law School graduate) and Kristin. 

Blackwell attended Xavier University in Cincinnati, 
Ohio on a football scholarship. Blackwell received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in psychology from Xavier 
in 1970 and his Master of Education degree, also from 

Xavier, in 1971. He taught at Xavier from 1974 to 1991 
and has served as a trustee of Wilberforce University and 
Wilmington College. After college, he was invited to the 
Dallas Cowboys' training camp; he gave up football when 
he was told he would have to convert from linebacker to 
offensive lineman. 

From 1979 to 1980, Blackwell served as Mayor of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Earlier, he had been a member of the 
Cincinnati city council. 

One of the first orders of business of Blackwell's 
administration as mayor of Cincinnati was the 
establishment of a crowd control task force stemming 
from the deaths of 11 concert fans at a concert by the 
British rock group The Who at Riverfront Coliseum on 
December 3, 1979. 

Did you 
know?
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Blackwell was a member of the Charter Party, Cincinnati's 
third party, which is generally supported by left-leaning 
voters. However, when he began to consider statewide 
and national offices, he became a Republican. 

Blackwell served in the administration of President 
George H. W. Bush as Undersecretary in the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development from 1989 to 1990. 
He returned to Cincinnati to run for the first district 
seat in the United States House of Representatives being 
vacated by Tom Luken. Blackwell lost to Luken's son, 
Charlie Luken, by a narrow 51% to 49% margin. Following 
his close defeat, President Bush appointed Blackwell 
Ambassador to the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights. Blackwell served in that post from 1992 
to 1993. 

Blackwell was appointed Ohio State Treasurer by then-
Gov. George Voinovich in 1994 to complete the term of 
Mary Ellen Withrow, who was appointed U.S. Treasurer 
by President Bill Clinton. Blackwell was elected Treasurer 

in 1994 and was elected Ohio Secretary of State in 1998. 
That year, Blackwell considered a run for Governor, but 
Ohio Republican Party chairman Robert T. Bennett 
persuaded Blackwell to run for Secretary of State instead, 
leaving the governorship open to Bob Taft. Blackwell 
was national chairman of longtime friend Steve Forbes' 
presidential campaign in 2000. Blackwell was re-elected 
Secretary of State in 2002. 

Blackwell, a strict fiscal and social conservative, has 
become a vocal critic of the moderate wing of the 
Ohio Republican Party, including Taft, for adopting 
tax increases in the face of budget shortfalls in recent 
years. He has also demanded the resignation of Ohio 
House of Representatives Speaker Larry Householder, 
a Republican, whose staff became embroiled in fund-
raising scandals. 

He was also the most prominent Republican to support 
adding an amendment to the state constitution to 
prohibit same-sex marriage. The state's Republican 
U.S. Senator George Voinovich and then-Senator Mike 
DeWine opposed the amendment's broad language, 
fearing it could bar not only same-sex marriage but also 
civil unions, domestic partnerships, and possibly wills 
and any legal contracts for homosexuals. Taft later also 
came out against the amendment, expressing his concern 
that its ambiguous language would have unintended 
consequences and leave the state open to a number of 
lawsuits. During the campaign Blackwell lobbied hard 
for this measure and was widely credited with attracting 
many conservative evangelical African Americans to the 
polls to vote for the measure and for Bush's re-election. 
The amendment passed with the approval of 62% of the 
voters. 

Brother John Kenneth Blackwell is a member of Pride 
of Solomon Lodge No.60, Cincinnati, Ohio, Prince Hall 
Affiliation.
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Have a question or a comment 
to add to any of the articles?

Would you like to voice your 
opinion on the subject?

Is there something you would 
like to see in our next issue?

Submit letters to the Editor:
R.W. John D. May

jmay.freemasonry@gmail.com
or

W.B. Nick Adair
shibblet@gmail.com

Please write, and let us know!

Yes! I would like to recieve 
4 quarterly copies of

Light From the Greatland 
Alaska’s Masonic Magazine

I have enclosed a check or 
money order for $30.00

Please make checks payable to: 
“Grand Lodge of Alaska”

Mail this slip, along with your check or money order to: 

Light from the Greatland • c/o Nick Adair 
2560 N. Terrell Dr. • Wasilla, Alaska  99654

Please mail my magazine to:

Name:  ______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________

State: ______________________________ Zip: ____________

It's easy!  You can send in this form, 
along with a check or money order for $30.00

Or print out the form off of the Grand Lodge Web-Site at: 
www.grandlodgeofalaska.org

How do I get a printed copy of:

Light from the Greatland?

Questions, Comments, and Opinions?
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